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Background[ edit ] Original Fourteen Points speech, January 8, It was all keyed upon the secret treaties. For
example, he proposed the removal of economic barriers between nations, the promise of self-determination for
national minorities, [1] and a world organization that would guarantee the "political independence and
territorial integrity [of] great and small states alike"â€”a League of Nations. He hoped to keep Russia in the
war by convincing the Bolsheviks that they would receive a better peace from the Allies, to bolster Allied
morale, and to undermine German war support. The address was well received in the United States and Allied
nations, and even by Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin, as a landmark of enlightenment in international
relations. In his speech to Congress, President Wilson declared fourteen points which he regarded as the only
possible basis of an enduring peace. They were according to him: Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at,
after which there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed
always frankly and in the public view. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial
waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action
for the enforcement of international covenants. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and
the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and
associating themselves for its maintenance. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will
be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial
adjustment of all colonial claims , based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such
questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable
government whose title is to be determined. Territorial issues[ edit ] Map of Wilsonian Armenia. The borders
decision was made by Wilson VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions
affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for
her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own political
development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under
institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need
and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the
acid test of their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and
of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and
restored , without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations.
No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they
have themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without this
healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired. All French territory
should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by Prussia in in the matter of
Alsace-Lorraine , which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order
that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should
be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. The people of Austria-Hungary , whose place
among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to
autonomous development. Romania , Serbia , and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories
restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one
another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and
international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several
Balkan states should be entered into. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a
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secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an
undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development , and the
Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under
international guarantees. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations , which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea ,
and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international
covenant. League of Nations[ edit ].
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Since his father was a Presbyterian minister and his mother the daughter of a Presbyterian minister, Woodrow
was raised in a pious and academic household. He spent a year at Davidson College in North Carolina and
three at Princeton University where he received a baccalaureate degree in He entered graduate studies at
Johns Hopkins University in and three years later received the doctorate. In he published Congressional
Government, a splendid piece of scholarship which analyzes the difficulties arising from the separation of the
legislative and executive powers in the American Constitution. Before joining the faculty of Princeton
University as a professor of jurisprudence and political economy, Wilson taught for three years at Bryn Mawr
College and for two years at Wesleyan College. He was enormously successful as a lecturer and productive as
a scholar. As president of Princeton University from to , Wilson became widely known for his ideas on
reforming education. In pursuit of his idealized intellectual life for democratically chosen students, he wanted
to change the admission system, the pedagogical system, the social system, even the architectural layout of the
campus. But Wilson was a thinker who needed to act. So he entered politics and as governor of the State of
New Jersey from to distinguished himself once again as a reformer. Wilson won the presidential election of
when William Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt split the Republican vote. Upon taking office he set
about instituting the reforms he had outlined in his book The New Freedom, including the changing of the
tariff, the revising of the banking system, the checking of monopolies and fraudulent advertising, the
prohibiting of unfair business practices, and the like. But the attention of this man of peace was forced to turn
to war. In the early days of World War I, Wilson was determined to maintain neutrality. He protested British
as well as German acts; he offered mediation to both sides but was rebuffed. However, in the issue of freedom
of the seas compelled a decisive change. Wilson never doubted the outcome. He mobilized a nation â€” its
manpower, its industry, its commerce, its agriculture. He was himself the chief mover in the propaganda war.
Although at the apogee of his fame when the Peace Conference assembled in Versailles, Wilson failed to carry
his total conception of an ideal peace, but he did secure the adoption of the Covenant of the League of
Nations. His major failure, however, was suffered at home when the Senate declined to approve American
acceptance of the League of Nations. This stunning defeat resulted from his losing control of Congress after he
had made the congressional election of virtually a vote of confidence, from his failure to appoint to the
American peace delegation those who could speak for the Republican Party or for the Senate, from his
unwillingness to compromise when some minor compromises might well have carried the day, from his
physical incapacity in the days just prior to the vote. The cause of this physical incapacity was the strain of the
massive effort he made to obtain the support of the American people for the ratification of the Covenant of the
League. After a speech in Pueblo, Colorado, on September 25, , he collapsed and a week later suffered a
cerebral haemorrhage from the effects of which he never fully recovered. An invalid, he completed the
remaining seventeen months of his term of office and lived in retirement for the last three years of his life.
Three lectures on Wilson: New York, Macmillan, This book combines two books previously published
separately: Baker, Ray Stannard, Woodrow Wilson: New York, Doubleday, Daniels, Josephus, The Wilson
Era. Princeton, Princeton University Press, â€”. The five volumes published to date are: New York, Houghton
Mifflin, Wilson, Woodrow, Congressional Government. New York, Harper, Wilson, Woodrow, The New
Freedom: Princeton, Princeton University Press, Eight volumes of this definitive work, covering the years to ,
have been published to date. It was later edited and republished in Nobel Lectures. To cite this document,
always state the source as shown above.
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At age 20, Wilson wrote an essay on "Christ's Army," describing an apocalyptic spiritual war, followed by an age of
peace. God's people, he held, faced off against followers of "the.

Early life Wilson c. His mother was born in Carlisle , England, the daughter of Rev. There his father grew up
and published a pro-tariff and anti-slavery newspaper, The Western Herald and Gazette. Joseph Wilson owned
slaves, defended slavery , and also set up a Sunday school for his slaves. Wilson would forever recall standing
for a moment at General Robert E. He became minister of the First Presbyterian Church in Augusta, Georgia ,
and the family lived there until , when Wilson was He later blamed the lack of schools. Wilson attended
Davidson College in North Carolina for the â€”74 school year, cut short by illness, then transferred as a
freshman to the College of New Jersey now Princeton University. He graduated in , a member of Phi Kappa
Psi fraternity. In his second year, he studied political philosophy and history, was active in the Whig literary
and debating society, and wrote for the Nassau Literary Review. While there, he enjoyed frequent trips to his
birthplace of Staunton. He visited with cousins, and fell in love with one, Hattie Woodrow, though his
affections were unrequited. After less than a year, he abandoned the practice to pursue his study of political
science and history. Both parents expressed concern over a potentially premature decision. He studied history,
political science and the German language. A Study in American Politics, [22] and received a Ph. While there
he met and fell in love with Ellen Louise Axson , the daughter of a minister from Savannah, Georgia ; he
proposed to her and they became engaged in Asheville. After graduation, she pursued portrait art and received
a medal for one of her works from the Paris International Exposition. She happily agreed to sacrifice further
independent artistic pursuits in order to keep her marriage commitment, and in she and Wilson married. He
next taught at Bryn Mawr College from until , teaching ancient Greek and Roman history; while there, he
refused offers from the universities of Michigan and Indiana. Their second child, Jessie, was born in August
Both parties claimed contract violations and the matter subsided. Wilson favored a parliamentary system for
the United States and in the early s wrote, "I ask you to put this question to yourselves, should we not draw the
Executive and Legislature closer together? Should we not, on the one hand, give the individual leaders of
opinion in Congress a better chance to have an intimate party in determining who should be president, and the
president, on the other hand, a better chance to approve himself a statesman, and his advisers capable men of
affairs, in the guidance of Congress. He critically described the United States government, with frequent
negative comparisons to Westminster. Critics contended the book was written without the benefit of the author
observing any operational aspect of the U. Congress, and supporters asserted the work was the product of the
imagination of a future statesman. The book reflected the greater power of the legislature, relative to the
executive, during the post-bellum period. His third book, entitled Division and Reunion, was published in and
considered an outstanding contribution to American historical writing. If government behaved badly, Wilson
queried, "How is the schoolmaster, the nation, to know which boy needs the whipping? These petty barons,
some of them not a little powerful, but none of them within reach [of] the full powers of rule, may at will
exercise an almost despotic sway within their own shires, and may sometimes threaten to convulse even the
realm itself. Wilson also hoped that the parties could be reorganized along ideological, not geographic, lines.
He wrote, "Eight words contain the sum of the present degradation of our political parties: No leaders, no
principles; no principles, no parties. Saunders, seemed to indicate that Wilson "was laying the groundwork for
the modern welfare state. He thought such attitudes represented the requirements of smaller countries and
populations. By his day, he thought, "it is getting to be harder to run a constitution than to frame one. By
contrast, he thought the United States required greater compromise because of the diversity of public opinion
and the difficulty of forming a majority opinion; thus practical reform of the government was necessarily
slow. Yet Wilson insisted that "administration lies outside the proper sphere of politics" [58] and that "general
laws which direct these things to be done are as obviously outside of and above administration. Such a line of
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demarcation is intended to focus responsibility for actions taken on the people or persons in charge. As Wilson
put it, "public attention must be easily directed, in each case of good or bad administration, to just the man
deserving of praise or blame. There is no danger in power, if only it be not irresponsible. If it be divided, dealt
out in share to many, it is obscured". President of Princeton University See also: The Princeton trustees
promoted Professor Wilson to president in June , replacing Francis Landey Patton , whom the trustees
perceived to be an inefficient administrator. The curriculum guidelines he developed proved important
progressive innovations in the field of higher education. Students were to meet for these in groups of six with
preceptors, followed by two years of concentration in a selected major. Wilson aspired, as he told alumni, "to
transform thoughtless boys performing tasks into thinking men". Modern medical opinion surmises Wilson
had suffered a strokeâ€”he later was diagnosed, as his father had been, with hardening of the arteries. He took
a vacation in Bermuda to convalesce. Their visits together became a regular occurrence on his return. Wilson
in his letters home to Ellen openly related these gatherings as well his other social events. According to
biographer August Heckscher , Ellen could sense a problem. It became the topic of frank discussion between
them. Wilson historians have not conclusively established there was an affair; but Wilson did on one occasion
write a musing in shorthandâ€”on the reverse side of a draft for an editorial: He proposed moving the students
into colleges, also known as quadrangles. Wilson persisted, saying that giving in "would be to temporize with
evil". Wilson wanted to integrate a proposed graduate school building into the campus core, while West
preferred a more distant campus site. From its outset, Wilson became disenchanted with resistance to his
recommendations at Princeton; he ruminated on future political leadership. Prior to the Democratic
presidential nominating convention in , Wilson had dropped hints to some influential players in the
Democratic Party of his interest in the ticket. While he had no real expectations of being placed on the ticket,
he did leave instructions that he should not be offered the vice presidential nomination. He then left for a
vacation in Scotland. Party regulars considered his ideas politically as well as geographically detached and
fanciful, but the seeds had been sown. Senator James Smith, Jr. Ross, and Richard V. The bosses had chosen
their man, but his nomination was not a givenâ€”many, including organized labor, felt Wilson was an
inexperienced newcomer. He submitted his letter of resignation to Princeton on October Lewis , the State
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance. Wilson quickly shed his professorial style for more emboldened
speechmaking and presented himself as a full-fledged progressive. He attributed the success of Wilson and
others against the Taft Republicans in in part to the emergent national progressive message enunciated by
Theodore Roosevelt after his presidency. When Martine won the seat, Wilson had positioned himself as a new
force in the party in the state. The Geran bill, drafted by Elmer H. Geran, expanded public participation in
primaries for all offices including party officials and delegates; it was thus directed at the power of the
political bosses. It passed the state assembly, albeit by a narrow margin. Free dental clinics were established, a
"comprehensive and scientific" poor law was enacted, and the usage of common drinking cups was prohibited.
Trained nursing was also standardized, while contract labor in all reformatories and prisons was abolished, an
indeterminate sentence act was passed, and regulation of weights and measures was carried out. Contract labor
in penal institutions was abolished. In addition, a law was passed extending the civil service "to employees of
the State, counties, and municipalities," [87] labor by women and children was limited, and oversight of
factory working conditions was strengthened. In March , Wilson committed himself to try for the Democratic
nomination for President when he spoke at an Atlanta meeting of the Southern Commercial Congress;
afterwards he said: The establishment of rapport with Bryan, the most recent standard-bearer of the party, was
a success. Wilson began a public campaign for the nomination in the South, with a speech to the Pewter
Platter Club in Norfolk, Virginia. While he was received enthusiastically, the speech, reformist in nature, was
considered provocative and radical by the conservative audience, making the visit on the whole less than
positive. Wilson managed to maneuver through the complexities of local politics. For example, in Tennessee
the Democratic Party was divided over Prohibition ; Wilson was progressive and sober, but not dry, and
appealed to both sides. They united behind him to win the presidential election in the state, but divided over
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state politics and lost the gubernatorial election. McCombs , who helped Wilson win the governorship, served
as convention chairman. The Republicans had set the stage a week earlier at their convention, nominating
incumbent William Howard Taft, with Theodore Roosevelt leaving to launch an independent campaign which
would split the party vote. His assistant Tumulty "nearly collapsed" under the strain. The leading contender
was House Speaker Champ Clark , a prominent progressive, strongest in the border states. Publisher William
Randolph Hearst , a leader of the left wing of the party, supported Clark. William Jennings Bryan, the
nominee in , and , played a critical role in his declared opposition to any candidate supported by "the
financiers of Wall Street". Marshall as his running mate. In order to further embolden Democrats, especially in
New Jersey and New York, Wilson set out to ensure the defeat of local incumbent candidates supported by
political machines: He succeeded in both of these efforts and thereby weakened arguments that party control
resided with political bosses. His oratory style was, "right out of my mind as it is working at the time". He
maintained towards his primary opponent Roosevelt a tone of humorous detachment, describing the Bull
Moose party as "the irregular Republicans, the variegated Republicans". Wilson shunned the stump speech
campaign routine, and initially was reluctant to conduct an extensive campaign tour, but this changed after
Roosevelt went on the offensive. Brandeis , who promoted the concept that corporate trusts be regulated by the
government. His campaign increased its focus upon the elimination of monopoly in all forms.
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Chapter 4 : Woodrow Wilsonâ€™s Four Mistakes in the Early Years of World War I | History News Network
Woodrow Wilson (), the 28th U.S. president, served in office from to and led America through World War I (). An
advocate for democracy and world peace, Wilson is often.

Visit Website Did you know? Woodrow Wilson, who had an esteemed career as an academic and university
president before entering politics, did not learn to read until he was 10, likely due to dyslexia. Wilson
graduated from Princeton University then called the College of New Jersey in and went on to attend law
school at the University of Virginia. After briefly practicing law in Atlanta, Georgia, he received a Ph. Wilson
remains the only U. He taught at Bryn Mawr College and Wesleyan College before being hired by Princeton
in as a professor of jurisprudence and politics. From to , Wilson was president of Princeton, where he
developed a national reputation for his educational reform policies. In , the Democrats nominated Wilson for
president, selecting Thomas Marshall , the governor of Indiana , as his vice presidential running mate. The
Republican Party split over their choice for a presidential candidate: Conservative Republicans re-nominated
President William Taft , while the progressive wing broke off to form the Progressive or Bull Moose Party and
nominated Theodore Roosevelt , who had served as president from to With the Republicans divided, Wilson,
who campaigned on a platform of liberal reform, won electoral votes, compared to 88 for Roosevelt and eight
for Taft. He garnered nearly 42 percent of the popular vote; Roosevelt came in second place with more than 27
percent of the popular vote. He was the last American president to travel to his inauguration ceremony in a
horse-drawn carriage. Once in the White House , Wilson achieved significant progressive reform. Congress
passed the Underwood-Simmons Act, which reduced the tariff on imports and imposed a new federal income
tax. Other accomplishments included child labor laws, an eight-hour day for railroad workers and government
loans to farmers. Additionally, Wilson nominated the first Jewish person to the U. Supreme Court , Louis
Brandeis , who was confirmed by the Senate in On May 7, , a German submarine torpedoed and sank the
British ocean liner Lusitania , killing more than 1, people including Americans. Wilson continued to maintain
U. Although the president had advocated for peace during the initial years of the war, in early German
submarines launched unrestricted submarine attacks against U. Around the same time, the United States
learned about the Zimmerman Telegram, in which Germany tried to persuade Mexico to enter into an alliance
against America. The agreement included the charter for the League of Nations , an organization intended to
arbitrate international disputes and prevent future wars. Wilson had initially advanced the idea for the League
in a January speech to the U. In September of that year, the president embarked on a cross-country speaking
tour to promote his ideas for the League directly to the American people. On the night of September 25, on a
train bound for Wichita, Kansas , Wilson collapsed from mental and physical stress, and the rest of his tour
was cancelled. On October 2, he suffered a stroke that left him partially paralyzed. Both times it failed to gain
the two-thirds vote required for ratification. The League of Nations held its first meeting in January ; the
United States never joined the organization. The era of Prohibition was ushered in on January 17, , when the
18th Amendment, banning the manufacture, sale and transportation of alcohol, went into effect following its
ratification one year earlier. In , Wilson vetoed the National Prohibition Act or Volstead Act , designed to
enforce the 18th Amendment; however, his veto was overridden by Congress. Prohibition lasted until , when it
was repealed by the 21st Amendment. Also in , American women gained the right to vote when the 19th
Amendment became law that August; Wilson had pushed Congress to pass the amendment. He and a partner
established a law firm, but poor health prevented the president from ever doing any serious work. Wilson died
at his home on February 3, , at age Start your free trial today.
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Wilson was born to a Scots-Irish family in Staunton, Virginia, on December 28, , at North Coalter Street (now the
Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library). He was the third of four children of Joseph Ruggles Wilson and Jessie Janet
Woodrow.

Need essay sample on Woodrow Wilson and the Paris Peace Government was on board with the public, happy
and eager to avoid war costs. However, as war persisted on and time passed, President Woodrow Wilson saw
an opportunity to strategically position America to become a superpower in the 20th century. Professor Robert
Hanging, PhD. Support for Great Britain In the form of trade. The plan was furthered in 5 with the sinking of
the Louisiana by a German submarine while it sailed from New York back to England. This significant loss of
American life caused tensions to rise between the U. The final straw came in when Germany rescinded its
promise to only fire at enemy submarines, and threatened to sink anything that came Into British waters.
Entered WWW 65th Congo. With entrance into the war Wilson was able to obtain the opportunity he sought
to become a major player in world policy. The address outlined what he planned to see in the post- war world.
The President decided to attend the meeting himself; drawing the highest officials of all the attending
countries. Although he had promised open diplomacy and the incorporation of Germany into the makings of
the peace treaty, essentially, the United States, Britain, France, and at some points Italy, formed the agreement
amongst themselves. The country was ordered to pay war reparations, lost all its overseas territory, had
temporary occupation to ensure peace, and could no longer have any army or Ana over , people at any given
time Hanging. Some new independent states were formed in Central and Eastern Europe with the acceptance
of the ideals and supervision of the big powers, although not nearly as many as promised in the Fourteen
Points Address. The formation of these new nations served a practical purpose, in hopes that surrounding
Germany with countries under big power management would deter future German invasions or uprisings
Hanging. In respect to Woodrow Wilson, his principal goal was the establishment of a League of Nations;
essentially, at its core, a mechanism designed to stabilize the kind f order he wanted to see in the world outside
of the western hemisphere Hanging. The League would call for big power collective engagement worldwide,
in hopes of preventing something like WWW from happening again. The League would promote an open door
framework for global trade. Its creation would also enforce the freezing of current territorial boundaries,
including those established for new nations or mandates at the conference, to deter war from breaking out over
land disputes. An executive council would preside over The League, where the big powers would have
permanent seats, while other independent nations would rotate. A League assembly would also be established,
where all independent nations could participate so long as the groundwork set down by the world power was
accepted Hanging. The League was settled upon at the Paris Peace Conference and established from there on
out. Due to the lack of information provided to the people in terms of what was being discussed and agreed
upon: Wilson took muckraking Journalist and friend Ray Standard Baker to be press liaison, but since the talks
were held in secret Baker had nothing to say. Out of correspondents covering the conference, were American;
most of them were local Washington reporters who did not speak French and found it difficult to establish
news sources in Paris. British and American reporters organized a protest against the secrecy. Brewer 81 With
almost nothing to go on but hear say and speculation, the American public began receiving contradicting
accounts of the beliefs and wants of those involved in conference negotiations, sparking a feeling of distrust
between the people and the President. Falsely believing that he still had majority support for the League of
Nations, Wilson signed the peace treaty on June 28, , which included the creation of the League. Waiting to
release the contents of the agreement and the details as to how it was reached until ratification further widened
the gap between the wants of the people and the President Brewer Wartime unity and support gradually began
to fall apart. The general population was not alone in its hesitation to accept the terms of the Treaty of
Versailles and the League of Nations. Members of Congress and political activists across the country began to
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disclose their skepticism regarding the agreement. Representatives in Washington, D. This obligation to send
troops if requested by the League sparked fear of future calls to battle in Europe in troops ND townsfolk alike
Brewer With such criticism coming from all walks of political life: Upon returning from France, Wilson
began a 10,mile, cross-country train tour featuring 32 speeches in 23 days in September The President
described a world united by communication and transportation where business for the U. Lourdes in
comparison to isolationism. He explained that no troops would be dragged off to battle unless the League
Council votes were unanimous in agreement hat soldiers were necessary. Sadly for Wilson, as the trip went on
his charisma, skill, and press coverage trailed off. He suffered a stroke along the route, forcing him to head
home early and providing his critics with a chance to spread their message as he recovered Brewer The
ratification of the League of Nations was officially rejected in March after failing by seven votes in the Senate.
Susan Brewer provides several theories in regards to how Woodrow Wilson could eave possibly boosted
support for the League of Nations: While they traumatized what the United States fought against, they were
less clear about what the country fought for. Moreover, the silencing of dissent on the home which some sort
of popular consensus might have developed. With time, this false hatred fades, and the public realizes they
were so caught up in what America was fighting against, they failed to realized, or be informed of for that
matter, what he country was fighting for. Also during manipulation, rights to criticism of the war were
revoked, inhibiting discussion that could have potentially made a lasting impression on a number of people
Hanging. Instead, people were silenced, and any constructive criticism was repressed along with flat-out
opposition. At its beginning, World War I was instigated by an assassination, which when paired with the
hunger for power amongst the European nations, made a recipe for disaster. Running with this idea, Wilson
patiently waited for the best and most precise time to enter the war. When Germany declared that it would sink
any submarine in British waters, Wilson made his move. Wartime commenced in the U. With most of the
European nations already gravely weakened by combat expenses, fighting came to a halt shortly after the
United States owned the war effort. Keeping much of the proceedings of the conference private, Wilson
alienated the American people, leading them to doubt their trust in the Commander in Chief, and their support
for the League of Nations, an international organization aimed to keep peace and promote global open-door
policy.
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Wilson addressing the U.S. Congress, April 8, The case can be made that Woodrow Wilson made some profound
mistakes when World War I broke out in the summer of

Wilson also hoped the speech would encourage the Central powers to end the hostilities. The plan initially
backfired; instead of signaling for peace talks, the German Army actually intensified its efforts on the
European western front. Within ten months, however, the German Army conceded and appealed to Wilson to
begin a series of peace talks based on the Fourteen Points. An armistice was declared on November eleven,
Of the fourteen key areas Wilson described, eight concerned specific geopolitical issues that had to be
resolved after the war, while the remaining six dealt with general ideology necessary for peace. The most
significant of the points included freedom of the seas, an end to secret treaties and negotiations, establishing
equal and free trade, arms reduction, welcoming the new Soviet Russia into the international community,
granting self-government to the peoples in Central Europe and the Balkans, independence for Turkey and
Poland, and establishing a forum of nations to ensure freedom and peace for all peoples of the world. To begin
with, the speech was unprecedented: In fact, Wilson referred to his vision of the postwar settlement as "peace
without victory. Finally, the Fourteen Points were based on a sense of liberalism that was new to international
politics. The final and perhaps the most famous of the Fourteen Points, for example, called for global
cooperation in order to secure true peace. Since the early years of the war, he had believed that no lasting
peace would ever be established unless he, or another such impartial statesman, attended the peace accords.
Otherwise he felt certain the European powers would fall into further fighting over land and colonial rights. It
is no surprise that after the armistice Wilson personally went to Europe to attend the peace conference, despite
the protests and advice for his political allies and friends. No previous President had ever done such a thing.
Wilson took with him a large team of advisors, including Secretary of State Lansing, and Col. Wilson chose
only those men he felt he could trust implicitly, and therefore did not take any powerful Republicans or
members of the Republican controlled Senate. This decision proved to be a mistake. Wilson landed in Brest,
France, in December and then proceeded to Paris. His welcoming party in the capital proved to be unlike
anything he or any other American President had seen before. Many in the country and throughout Western
Europe saw Wilson as their savior and hero. He was given similar greetings in London and Rome. President to
meet with a Pope while in office. Wilson also visited American soldiers stationed throughout Europe and
celebrated the Allied victory with them; however, he refused to visit any of the battle sites because he feared
that seeing such horrors would prejudice him against Germany and prevent him from achieving a just peace.
After a brief tour of Western Europe, Wilson settled down in Paris to discuss peace and to draft a formal treaty
to end the war. The treaty convention became known as the Paris Peace Conference. Collectively, the men
were known as the Big Four. Wilson knew that if he allowed the other European nations to destroy Germany,
the continent would eventually dissolve into war again.
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Of the fourteen key areas Wilson described, eight concerned specific geopolitical issues that had to be resolved after the
war, while the remaining six dealt with general ideology necessary for peace.

In April , the American Army numbered only , including all the National Guard units that could be federalized
for national service. He proposed an even-handed approach towards all the belligerents that was to be
maintained in both "thought A woman worker in a munitions plant, and deed. In , Wilson campaigned for
reelection on a peace platform with the slogan "He kept us out of war. Things were not going well for the
Allies at the time. Russia erupted in revolution in March and would soon be out of the war altogether. Italy
suffered a major defeat when the Austrians captured over , soldiers in the Battle of Caporetto forcing the
British and French to divert troops from the Western Front to keep Italy in the war. The situation remained
stagnate on the Western Front - and worse. Mutiny spread throughout the French Army raising the fear that
her armed forces may collapse from within. The Allies looked to America for salvation with the expectation
that the industrial strength of the United States would replenish the supply of war material necessary for
victory. In most cases these expectations were unrealistic. For example, the US built no more than airplanes
prior to , and yet the French premier called on the US to immediately produce 2, airplanes per General "Black
Jack" Pershing month. Additionally, the Allies expected the United States to provide an unlimited supply of
manpower they could absorb into their beleaguered divisions. Wilson selected General John J. Pershing called
"Black Jack" after he commanded the famous 10th cavalry in he s to head the American Expeditionary Force.
Pershing left for Europe with a mandate from Wilson to cooperate with Allied forces under the following
proviso - "that the forces of the United States are a separate and distinct component of the combined forces the
identity of which must be preserved. The United States would fight under its own flag and its own leadership.
This proved to be a bone of contention among the Allies for the rest of the war. The anticipated cornucopia of
military supplies from America never materilaized. For the most part the doughboys fought with equipment
supplied by the Allies including the distinctive helmet provided by the British. American troops saw their first
action in May in fighting alone the Marne River. Casualties were high but the attack forced a German retreat
that combined with other Allied offensives along the Western Front put the entire German army on the run. In
early October, the Americans pushed through the Argonne Forest. The German High Command began to
crack in the face of the persistent Allied onslaught. On November 11, Germany signed an armistice ending the
war. Pershing had thrown almost 1. The nation turned inward again. How To Cite This Article:
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President Woodrow Wilson By , the war had grown into a quasi-global conflict, verging on total war and completely
unlike any conflict before it. Wilson thought that the United States alone could shape an effective peace settlement
because he believed that the combatants were politically and morally bankrupt.

Messenger On April 2, President Woodrow Wilson addressed a joint session of Congress to request a
declaration of war against Germany. It was a somewhat surprising turn of events. These presidential calls to
war provide the foundation for public understanding of the conflict. Perhaps this is because he was the last
American president who never had his voice amplified over radio, television or the internet. Wilson is
commonly remembered as the president who traveled to Europe at the conclusion of World War I and tried to
rally the world to support the terms of peace. He saw these negotiations as paving the way to a new era of
global cooperation. Wilson would later win the Nobel Peace Prize for his role in founding the League of
Nations, the first global organization devoted to peace. But, despite his enthusiastic lobbying, the U. Wilson
could not convince Congress that a strong and neutral arbitrator was the best way to avoid future conflicts.
Congress and other world leaders to embrace a global organization in the form of the United Nations. Wilson
was a reluctant advocate for American interventionism, but his war address to Congress provided a foundation
for American foreign policy for the next century. In it, he had to convince Americans to accept massive costs
to help create peace in a faraway land. Little of the 20th-century history as we know it seemed inevitable at
that moment when Wilson, who had come to the presidency with only two years of experience in elected
office as governor of New Jersey, faced angry crowds of antiwar demonstrators threatening to block his
entrance to the U. Germany responded to a British blockade by escalating its attacks on shipping vessels, but
many Americans viewed these matters as not their concern. Then came the May 7, sinking of the RMS
Lusitania, which shattered the notion that this new form of warfare could be easily ignored. After being struck
by a German torpedo, the luxury cruise ship sank in just 18 minutes, resulting in 1, casualties â€” including
Americans. Lusitania at the end of the first leg of her maiden voyage, New York City, September Library of
Congress Despite the tragedy, Wilson continued to practice moderation. Over time, these included restrictions
on what kinds of ships could be targeted and what kind of warnings should be provided. But as the war
escalated in , these negotiated successes unraveled. The Germans believed they could end the war quickly by
taking a more aggressive stance. Faced with the complete rejection of his primary means of limiting the
European conflict, Wilson was also jolted by the public revelation of the Zimmerman telegram , which alleged
German military collaboration with Mexico. Both freedom and liberty It was just weeks after Germany
hardened its stance that Wilson strode to the podium and faced Congress. Wilson addressed the importance of
both freedom and liberty, but let his priority be known: The present German submarine warfare against
commerce is a warfare against mankind. Americans had long resisted the temptation to engage in European
politics. A broad ocean reinforced the notion that European affairs could be left at a distance. He saw the
oceans as conduits of a new era, not a barrier. He explained that Americans had no quarrel with the German
people but only with their government. Neutrality gave way to defiance. His call for war received acclaim
from the daily newspapers, including The New York Times, which printed the entire text of his speech on
page one. More importantly, Congress declared war on Germany on April 6. American neutrality had been
replaced by a substantial commitment of troops and resources, the first of which arrived in France that June.
His aggressive campaign to lobby for this new peace and his League of Nations left him exhausted. He
suffered a massive stroke in and died in Wilson should be remembered for the contradictions. He struggled
with popular demands for American isolationism, but helped lay the foundation for the 20th-century vision of
American leadership.
Chapter 9 : Woodrow Wilson: Prophet of Peace
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The Great War and Wilson's search for peace. Wilson was the son of a southern, Confederate family. His father
supported slavery and the cause of the Confederacy. 5 He was a Democrat, but his southern mentality grouped him in
with a unique crowd from his part of political history called the Dixiecrats. 6 This title and some of his policies have many
interpreting him as a racist.
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