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Anne Perry is the bestselling author of two acclaimed series set in Victorian England: the William Monk novels, including
Blind Justice and A Sunless Sea, the Charlotte and Thomas Pitt novels, including Death on Blackheath and Midnight at
Marble Arch.

For , Audi will offer its brand-new Q8 , yet another choice for personal luxury buyers looking for a sporty
crossover. Part of the rationale is that in this segment, styling is of utmost importance. Audi designers drew
inspiration for the Q8 from the original Quattro Coupe from the s. The styling link is most apparent in the
form of blistered fender arches at all four corners. The Q8 is 2. At the rear, a long, horizontal, blacked-out
panel separates intricate taillights and also harkens back to the old Quattro. Instead of offering a more
premium look, we think the gray accents cheapen the looks of the Q8 in the same way a stripped-down
base-model economy car is cheapened by unpainted plastic bumpers. Check out the video below to see what
we mean. These look like modern interpretations of the panels used in the "Star Trek: The Next Generation"
television series. Two stacked LCD touchscreen panels make up the center of the dash. These screens offer
haptic feedback â€” meaning they produce the sensation of a physical click to confirm virtual button presses
â€” which helps make them feel a bit more like traditional buttons and dials. The Audi Q8 interior represents
the future of sci-fi past come to life, and thankfully it all works pretty darn well in the real world. An upper
panel measuring Maps, audio, and other infotainment features display on this panel, which is also touch
sensitive. One unique feature that makes MMI much more user friendly than some competing systems are
shortcut icons that can be added in a row across the lower LCD panel. These shortcuts can include anything
from a frequently used GPS destination to the phone number of a friend or family member. We found the
system mostly intuitive to use, once we figured out that a solid press was required to make selections and get
any helpful haptic feedback. Instead of a traditional gauge cluster, the digital dashboard is configurable to
show all kinds of useful information, our favorite being a big, bright map with GPS driving directions. An
optional head-up display further reduces the need for the driver to move their eyes from the road. The heated,
cooled and massaging front seats of our test car were lovely perches on which to watch the stunning desert
landscape fly by. The rear seats are roomy enough for two passengers of above-average height to get nice and
comfortable. Shared with the Q7, it puts out horsepower and pound-feet of torque and sends that power
through an eight-speed automatic transmission to all four wheels. A volt battery allows Audi to integrate its
mild-hybrid technology, which is capable of recovering energy that would otherwise be lost to braking and
reuse it to help power the vehicle. The V6 powerplant generally feels up to the job of moving the big 4,pound
SUV around, but, on our drive route that briefly crested 15, feet in elevation, there were times that the turbo
mill was left huffing, puffing, and forcing the transmission to hold gears for an uncomfortably long time.
While most owners will never feel the effects of that kind of elevation, the turbocharged 3. Fortunately for
power junkies, we already know a more powerful SQ8 is on the way. We found these buttons awfully fiddly to
work with, especially when attempting to change modes while moving. We found the Comfort mode to be a
pretty good all-around setting for the Q8. Dynamic mode alters the ratio and adds weight to the steering, and if
the vehicle is fitted with optional air dampers, it also firms up the suspension. And that pretty much sums up
the Audi Q8. The world does not need another coupe-like four-door crossover. The Audi Q8 somehow
manages to blend style and utility in a unique way, offering a more practical choice for style-conscious buyers
who still want or need a useable back seat and cargo area. Now, buyers can choose between coupe-like
crossovers from all three of the big German luxury brands. And of those three, the Audi has the most
technology, the most stylish interior, and even the healthiest dose of practicality. Whether or not it has enough
style to attract buyers in this segment, though, is what will ultimately be the deciding factor in its success.
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'Weighed In The Balance' is a William Monk novel. (However I prefer Thomas Pitt, the other detective con Anne Perry is
one of my favourite mystery authors and every book of hers captivates me. The element of mystery is neither too
obvious nor too difficult to deduce.

Way back when â€” I might have been the one to say something crude or inappropriate and spoiled it for
everyone. I never did anything like this king, tho. King Belshazzar was living it up. His Father had died who
had been a great king and so he has taken over and is enjoying his popularity, position and power. Of course
he is drinking. That always contributes to unwise decisions and choices. He does that, you know. That is one
reason I am so opposed to alcohol and drugs. Anyway, for whatever reason, King Belshazzar ordered the
servants to bring out the holy temple artifacts they had stolen from Israel. Perhaps because they were made of
gold. Maybe it was because they were beautiful. It may have even been to mock God by using His sacred
things to worship other gods. Whatever the reason â€” it was a deadly mistake. It ended up costing him his
life. Can you imagine his shock when a human hand appeared out of thin air and began to write on the wall?
So he called in all his wise and educated men to read the writing on the wall. No one could understand it.
Spiritual things need spiritual insight to understand them. So Daniel come into the picture and solves the
puzzle. Belshazzar was killed that very night but not until he made Daniel the third highest ruler in his
kingdom. This story has so much we can learn from it â€” and as you study it God will give you much insight
into it. This morning, though, I want to take one thought from this story and expound on it a little. It is that
little phrase on the all. The middle word - Tekel. But one thing it reminds us of is that there is going to be an
accounting for each one of us. God reminds us of that over and over. But for you who revere my name, the sun
of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. For by
your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned. Or why do you treat them with
contempt? The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. We often
think it will be an angry old father figure that will be sitting on that throne â€” delighting in casting people
into hell â€” but it will be Jesus. It will be loving, kind, sacrificial Jesus on the throne.
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Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity. Psalm Surely men of low degree are vanity,
and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.

Posted on 18 July 3 comments Dear Readers: From my experience in working among people in post-hazard
environments, I can conclude that a stable house is the most prized possession. I have witnessed the grateful
expressions of relief among those whose houses survived the tragic events. The contrasting near hopeless
expressions of misery among those whose houses were destroyed were almost unbearable. It was after my first
deployment to Haiti after the earthquake, that I finally understood that the primary purpose of an elected
Government is to protect, as much as possible, the residents from foreseeable harm. It is for this reason why it
is absolutely essential for each Government in the hazard prone Caribbean region to regulate the residential
construction building industry in their country. The Government of Barbados took the first step in trying to
protect the public from certain post-hazard misery by publishing the Barbados National Building Code in [The
Fire and the Fire Chief]. That was a commendable achievement because at that time, Barbados was
experiencing an economic recession and political turmoil. Fortuitously, the national building standard was in
place for the unprecedented building boom that would commence one year later, in It is a national disgrace
that strains the limits of irresponsibility that the Government of Barbados, against all expert advice [The
Construction Horror Show] , allowed an entirely unregulated year building boom with respect to building
standards. Of the thousands of houses built, almost all of them are vulnerable to collapse in a major earthquake
[Weapons of Mass Destruction]. By , the legacy of substandard residential construction was firmly established
in Barbados [Happy Birthday Building Code]. At the start of that year, an earthquake in Haiti had reportedly
killed approximately , people [In Defense of the Haitian Structural Engineer]. Near the end of that year,
tropical storm Tomas examined Barbados and damaged over 1, houses. Following the visit, our Prime
Minister reportedly made the following accurate observation: With such ministerial statements, a strong
response was eagerly anticipated. Approximately two years later, around the 20th anniversary of the initial
publication of the National Building Code, the Government of Barbados took the strongest possible action
unimaginable. Against expert advice, the Government abolished the only national standard designed to help
builders construct a house that could survive earthquakes and hurricanes [Good Code Gone Bad]. This act of
utter stupidity placed Barbados in the unenviable position of being perhaps the only country on the planet that
did not provide some type of structural building guidance to its residents. Even in the poorest country in the
world, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a homeowner could have found more relevant building
standards than in Barbados. It is a national shame to which our apathy only encourages our Government to act
more irresponsibly, to depths formerly thought practically unreachable. It simply does not make any sense!
Why would a Government allow an unregulated building boom, despite repeated warnings of the fatal
consequences? Should Barbados experience the inevitable major earthquake tomorrow, then these two actions,
in retrospect, would be justifiably deemed unforgivable. If you have read this far, then you already know how
it happened. What you do not know is why, and Barbadians have a right to know, right now! The Government
of Barbados is fully aware of the estimated losses. Recent seismic studies of Barbados Salazar et al, have
shown that Barbados is significantly more at risk to major earthquakes than predicted by the UN. Based on the
latest earthquake design parameters Bozzoni et al, , it can be reasonably assumed that all buildings with
reinforced concrete floors in Barbados, that were built before and not updated to the current design standards,
are expected to collapse during a major earthquake, killing most of the people inside. This includes schools,
houses and commercial buildings. Unlike hurricanes, earthquakes normally strike without warning. It is freely
available on the Internet. Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America, Vol. Journal of Civil Engineering
and Architecture.
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"Weighed in the Balance" February 5, Daniel Have you ever been at a party and someone did or said something that
changed the entire thing for everyone?

His story should impress us with the moral degeneracy that can result when God is not honored. His story is
told in Daniel chapter five. He came out of that humiliation confessing the sovereignty of God. Belshazzar
threw a huge drinking party. They were feasting on the brink of the grave. He was absorbed in idolatry. Then
they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and
the king and his lords, his wives and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine and praised the gods
of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. These men were frauds. Ignoring this, Belshazzar called the
frauds in again. Only when advised by the Queen, was the man of God called in. He is an example to us of
what happens when the heart is not humbled before God. In , a popular song writer and singer wrote the
following: Well, the bible tells us about a man Who ruled Babylon and all its land. Around the city, he built a
wall And declared that Babylon would never fall. He had concubines and wives, He called his Babylon
"Paradise. He was weighed in the balance and found wanting, His houses were built upon the sand. Well, the
people feasted and drank their wine And praised the false gods of his time. All holy things they scorned and
mocked, But suddenly all their mocking stopped. Well, no one around could understand What was written by
the mystic hand. But Daniel, the prophet, a man of God, He saw the writing on the wall in blood. Belshazar
asked him what it said, And Daniel turned to the wall and read:
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God gives us His knowledge so we can know what He expects of us. God gives us His wisdom so we can
know how to operate our life to be pleasing in His sight. He also gives us revelation. Through His Word, God
reveals things He will bring upon the earth. This man was Belchazzar, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.
Belchazzar ordered a party for all the heads of his government. He called for all the gold and silver vessels
Nebuchadnezzar had brought from the temple of God when he destroyed Jerusalem. Belchazzar was going to
serve his guests wine in these vessels. They openly and defiantly made a mockery of all those things that had
been dedicated to God for His service. This was a direct message to Belchazzar. The word Mene means "God
has numbered thy kingdom and finished it", Daniel 5: In fulfillment of this proclamation, that night Darius the
Mede captured Babylon, and Belchazzar was killed. The word Tekal means "thou art weighed in the balances
and art found wanting", Daniel 5: The word Peres is the same word as Upharsin and means "thy kingdom is
divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. The name Belchazzar means "the lord of destruction has
straitened". God informed Belchazzar he had been weighed in the balances and was found wanting. Today
God is weighing each member of his body in the balances. The Lord of destruction will bring straitening in the
lives of those who are found wanting. We do not use balances any more for weighing objects, we now use
scales. The way the balances worked was you put a weight on one side of the balance, and equal weight was
added on the other side, until the balances weighed equal. If balances do not balance equally, then they are
said to be "out of balance". When our lives are not in balance with the things God has given us in His Word,
then our lives, too, are out of balance. If we weighed our knowledge of His glorious Word against our
knowledge of worldly things would the scales balance, or would our worldly knowledge outweigh our
knowledge of God? If our willingness to serve God was weighed against our desire to serve self, would the
scales balance, or would our desire to serve self tip the balance in favor of self instead of God. If our bank
account was weighed against the treasures we have laid up in heaven, which way would the scales be tipped?
Would He say, "I have numbered your kingdom and finished it? This judgment is called the Wrath of God.
We need to consider the lives of four men who were weighed in the balances and found wanting. These men
are Nebuchadnezzar, Jacob, Isaiah, and Paul. When these four men were weighed in the balances and found
wanting, they changed. And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and
feared before him: But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: But when his heart mind was lifted up and
hardened with pride, God gave him the mind of a beast, and he made his dwelling with the wild asses.
Spiritually speaking, the wild asses are those who are under no ones authority. They go where they want. They
do as they please. Their pride has hardened their heart until they digress to the mind of a beast.
Nebuchadnezzar was deposed from his kingdom, "till he knew the most high God ruled in the kingdom of
men". Daniel continued to speak to Belshazzar: Pride had hardened his heart. This is the same condition most
Christians have fallen into. They will no longer humble themselves in the sight of the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar
was given a beast mind and put out to pasture until he learned the power and authority of God in his life.
Nebuchadnezzar was weighed in the balances and found wanting, but Nebuchadnezzar changed his heart
before God. After his lesson was learned and his kingdom was restored, he proclaimed: Unfortunately even
though Belchazzar knew and understood the fate of his grandfather, he did not learn. Daniel related to
Belchazzar: Man has made these gods by the works of his own hands. Daniel informed Belshazzar that he was
not glorifying the God who held his next breath in his hand. Many need to learn the lesson Nebuchadnezzar
had to learn, and repent. They need to learn the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men. They can learn
and live, or they can be as Belshazzar and continue to desecrate the vessels of God, and lose their kingdom
and their lives. Jacob The next man who was weighed in the balances and found wanting was Jacob. Jacob
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was the younger brother of Esau, the son of Isaac. But instead of Rachel, Laban gave him Leah. Laban had
deceived Jacob. Jacob was now reaping the deception he had sown. Jacob was to labor for another seven years
for Rachel. As Jacob journeyed, he came to the place called "Peniel". The word Peniel means "turn ye to
God". One of the first steps in growing in God is recognizing our need in God. Today in the church, we have
many who have settled for their birthright in God, never going any further than salvation. Then there are those
who are content with their blessing in God, the baptism of the Holy Ghost. But there must be those who
recognize, as Jacob did, a further need in their life. Once we recognize our need, we must be willing to wrestle
with God until we receive it. Jude spoke of our wrestling with God to get what we desire: When many today
ask God for forgiveness of their sin, they believe they are home free. They believe all they need to do is to
hang on or do good. They operate in some of the gifts and believe they have arrived. They truly believe they
have all God has to offer, yet they do not display the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. Their lives do not display
the love of God, they have little joy , and no peace. When trouble comes, they blame satan for their suffering,
instead of realizing God is trying to develop the fruit of longsuffering in their lives. As for gentleness, faith,
meekness, temperance, lowliness, righteousness, and patience; they all seem to be lacking in some degree.
These have a need, but fail to recognize their need before their God. Their pride will not allow them to humble
themselves to wrestle with God for all He has for them. But God is looking for a people who, like Jacob, are
not willing to settle for their birthright and blessing, but will contend wrestle with God to attain to the high
calling of Christ Jesus in their life. When Jacob wrestled with God he was contending for the faith. He was not
going to let go until he had received his desire from His God. Jacob would walk with a limp from that day
forward. Anytime we contend with God for the faith, He will change our walk. No longer will we be satisfied
with things that please the flesh. Our only desire will be those things pleasing to our God. We cannot truly say
we are walking in the Spirit until we have dealt with our lust of the flesh. Paul continued his admonition to the
churches at Galatia: God had to cripple Jacob so he would never forget his encounter with God. Today many
in the church are crippled. They are crippled in their mind because their thinking processes do not glorify God.
They are crippled in their feet because their walk before God is not clean. They are crippled in their hands
because their service before their God is lacking. They have no time for God, nor interest in the things of God.
Jacob wrestled with God until the dawning of the New Day. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou
bless me. He would not let go of God until he received a further blessing. If we too are to succeed, we must
hold on until we receive what we are seeking from our God. Our fleshly desires must give way to our Spiritual
need. Jacob recognized his birthright and blessing was not enough. We too must realize our birthright and
blessing is not enough. We need God to change our walk.
Chapter 6 : Daniel TEKEL means that you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient.
This is one reason why Belshazzar was "weighed in the balances and found wanting." "That very night Belshazzar the
Chaldean king was killed," (Dan. ). Belshazzar's behavior was exceptionally arrogant and irreverent.

Chapter 7 : "Weighed In The Balanceâ€• Sermon by Andy Grossman, Daniel - racedaydvl.com
Weighed in the balance and found wanting. I can pretty much skip the rest of the day, bad thoughts about people,
missed opportunities to witness, missed chances to help someone in need, not spending enough time dwelling on and
meditating upon the word that is in my memory and heart.

Chapter 8 : Weighed in the Balance
To be weighed in the balance and found wanting in the day of final settlement and rewards will be a fearful thing, a
terrible mistake which can never be corrected." Testimonies, vol. 3, "When this church is weighed in the balance of the
sanctuary, it is found wanting, having left its first love.
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Chapter 9 : Daniel KJV: TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.
a state of bodily equilibrium: He lost his balance and fell down the stairs. an instrument for determining weight, typically
by the equilibrium of a bar with a fulcrum at the center, from each end of which is suspended a scale or pan, one holding
an object of known weight, and the other holding the object to be weighed.
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