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The Roaring Twenties by Daniel T. Rodgers We should not accept social life as it has "trickled down to us,"
the young journalist Walter Lippmann wrote soon after the twentieth century began. The modern business
corporation, modern politics, the modern presidency, a modern vision of the international order, and modern
consumer capitalism were all born in these years. More than in most eras, Americans in the first years of the
twentieth century felt the newness of their place in history. Looking back on the late nineteenth century, they
stressed its chaos: A Revolution in Organization The pioneers in the reorganization of social life on more
deliberate and systematic lines were the architects of the modern business corporation. In the aftermath of the
s depression, they undertook to supplant the unstable partnership and credit systems of the past with the forms
of the modern corporation: Morgan banking house into the mammoth US Steel Corporation in was a sign of
the trends to come. The new scale of economic enterprise demanded much more systematic organization. On
the shop and office floor the systematization of work routines was intense, from the elaborate organization of
clerical labor at Metropolitan Life to the subdivision of automobile making at Ford in into tasks that workers
could repeat over and over as an assembly line dragged their work past them. In the showcases of "welfare
capitalism," a new cadre of personnel managers undertook to smooth out the radically unstable hiring and
firing practices of the past, creating seniority systems and benefits for stable employees. By the s the corporate
elite was heralding a "new era" for capitalism, freed of the cyclical instabilities of the past. Its watchwords
now were efficiency, permanence, welfare, and service. With similar ambition to escape the turbulence of late
nineteenth-century economy and society, progressive reformers undertook to expand the capacities of
governments to deal with the worst effects of barely regulated capitalism. Their projects met far more
resistance than those of the corporate managers. But between and they succeeded in bringing most of the
characteristics of the modern administrative state into being. More professionalized corps of state factory
inspectors endeavored to safeguard workers from dangerous working conditions, physically exhausting hours,
and industrial diseases. Public utility commissions endeavored to pull the pricing of railroad shipping,
streetcar fares, and city gas and water supplies out of the turmoil of politics and put them in the hands of
expert-staffed commissions charged with setting fair terms of service and fair return on capital. New zoning
boards, city planning commissions, and public health bureaus sprang into being to try to bring more conscious
public order out of chaotic land markets, slum housing, poisoned food, polluted water supplies, and contagious
diseases. Progressive Politics The energy of the new progressive politics was most intense at the state and
local levels where civic reform associations of all sorts sprang up to thrust the new economic and social issues
into politics. Despite the more sharply defined constitutional limitations on federal power in this period,
visions of more active government filtered up into national politics as well. Theodore Roosevelt set the mold
for a much more active, issue-driven presidency than any since the Civil War. Roosevelt brought an anti-trust
rhetoric and a powerful interest in environmental conservation into politics. In the national railroad strike of ,
President Cleveland had dispatched federal troops to break the strike; now in the national coal strike of ,
Roosevelt offered the White House as a venue for mediation. Pushed by its farm and labor constituencies, the
Democratic Party, too, moved toward more active and effective governance. To break what they saw as the
corrupt alliance between business wealth and political party bosses, progressive reformers succeeded in
moving the election of US Senators from the state legislatures to the general electorate and, in some states,
instituting new systems of popular referenda, initiative, and recall. But they also tightened up voting
registration systems to curb immigrant voters, and they acquiesced in disfranchisement measures to strike
African Americans off the voting rolls that had swept through southern states between and Between and the
outbreak of war in Europe in , more than thirteen million immigrants arrived in the United States, pouring into
industrial cities largely from the rural regions of central and southern Europe. The new economy, in which six
out of every ten industrial workers in was born abroad, was built on their cheap labor. Out of this new urban
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working class sprang not only new forms of poverty and overcrowded, tenement living but also powerful
political machines, vigorous labor unions, and a socialist party that on the eve of the First World War rivaled
any outside of Germany. Middle-class progressives sometimes took the urban masses as political allies. More
often, however, the progressives saw the urban poor as objects of social concerns: Progressives inclined less
toward talk of class justice than toward faith in a unitary public good; they thought less in terms of protected
rights than of mediation and efficient management. They may have placed too much trust in experts, science,
and the idea of the common good, but they brought into being the capacities of the modern state to push back
against accidents of social fate and the excesses of private capital. The International Stage In all these
state-building endeavors, early twentieth-century Americans moved in step with their counterparts in other
industrial nations. That meant increasing the capacity of the nation to project its interests more forcefully
abroad. In the Philippines, seized as a collateral asset in the war to free Cuba from Spanish rule in , a
commission led by William Howard Taft undertook to establish an American-style model of imperial
governance. On a dozen different occasions between and , US administrations dispatched troops to Mexico
and the Caribbean to seize customs houses, reorganize finances, or attempt to control the outcome of an
internal revolution. The outbreak of war in Europe in brought these state-building ambitions to a peak.
Manpower was recruited through a wartime draft. Funds were raised through income tax levies and a public
crusade for war bond sales, orchestrated with the best techniques that advertisers and psychological experts
could muster. It was only thirteen months between the arrival of US troops in France in October and the
Armistice, but the war gave Americans a model for the efficient mobilization of resources in a common cause
that early New Dealers, in particular, would remember. The First World War gave Americans their first vision
of a more effectively managed international order as well. The idea of reorganizing the world for the more
efficient management of international disputes had many sources in this period. When the Senate failed to
muster the two-thirds necessary to ratify US entry in the new League of Nations, the defeat came as a major
blow to progressives. But the application of the label "isolationist" to the period disguises the heightened role
that the United States actually played in the organization of international affairs in the s. Although the United
States was not a participant in the new World Court created under the terms of the peace treaty, an American
jurist served on its panel of eleven judges. Postwar America Domestically, the break between the prewar and
postwar years seemed much sharper than on the international stage. The year , in which the war economic
machine ground suddenly to a halt, was one of the most volatile years of the twentieth century.
Demobilization unloosed a wave of labor strikes unprecedented in their scale and the radical character of their
demands. Fearful of revolution abroad and at home, the Justice Department rounded up and deported hundreds
of aliens whom it judged, without trial, to be radical and disloyal. Violence erupted along race lines as white
mobs in more than twenty cities poured into African American neighborhoods to attack homes and persons. A
new Ku Klux Klan emerged in both the North and South with the goal of intimidating not only blacks but also
Catholics, immigrants, and radicals. Harding, a Republican presidential candidate committed to returning the
nation to "normalcy," swept the election in a landslide. Vice President Calvin Coolidge succeeded Harding
after his death in Still, many of the managerial ambitions of the earlier years survived into the "new era. The
massive Hoover Dam public works project was a product of the Coolidge and Hoover administrations; the
most important Depression-era agency for financial restabilization, the Reconstruction Finance
Administration, began as a Hoover initiative. But there were progressives who saw in both measures the
promise of a better-organized society, deliberately managing its population movements and curbing the
wasteful effects of drunkenness on labor efficiency and on abused wives and children. Southern leaders were
not immune to progressive political ambitions. Southern farmers lobbied hard for federal credit systems to
supplement private lenders in the cash-strapped South. They turned the system of federally supported
agriculture extension agents into a far-flung network of scientific advice, crop marketing assistance, and
lobbying help in Congress. But southern progressive reform had its limits. Efforts to enfranchise women, or
effectively ban the employment of twelve- and thirteen-year-old children in the textile mills, or enact national
anti-lynching legislation met with major resistance. Although there were islands of exception, the South was
visibly poorer than the rest of country, much less urbanized, farther from the new consumer society being built
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elsewhere, and intractably committed to cotton, low-wage labor, and management of its own racial matters.
The most striking change in the South was the massive wartime exodus to the North of African Americans,
breaking the ties that had bound most former slaves to agricultural poverty and tenancy since the end of the
Civil War. Almost a half million African Americans fled between and Most were rural folk for whom the
sharply defined housing ghettoes and racially segregated labor markets of the urban North still seemed a major
step up from sharecropping and the codes of southern racial subordination. New racially segregated labor
patterns changed the American Southwest as well, as expanding jobs in the farms, mines, and railroads drew
hundreds of thousands of workers across the border with Mexico. Northern middle-class women had played a
defining role in advancing many of the progressive social reforms of the day. Even before they gained the
vote, they had established themselves as important politics actors. Consumer Culture These new women were
both the objects and the subjects of the last major domains of society to be reorganized in this period, the
industries of entertainment and consumption. Both grew dramatically between and It was one of the most
important discoveries of the age that even pleasure could be engineered. Griffith learned not simply to film a
gripping story, but, through new techniques of scene cutting, to pace and manipulate the very emotions of their
audiences. Psychology moved into advertisements as goods and pleasures were made to sell themselves by
their brands and slogans. Music halls, chain-managed vaudeville, amusement parks, dance clubs, the glittering
movie palaces of the s and s, and, finally, radio transformed entertainment in this period, particularly for urban
Americans. By the s they lived in a culture much more cosmopolitanâ€”with its African American jazz and
dance music, Yiddish comedy, and screen idols who showcased their foreignnessâ€”more sexualized, more
commercial, and more deliberately organized than any before it. Together with the new forms of pleasure, a
new flood of goods poured out of the early twentieth-century economy as production emphases shifted to
mass-marketed goods and household consumers. Canned foods, refrigerators and other electric appliances,
factory-made shirtwaists, celluloid collars, and chemically made rayon, cigarettes and soft drinks, snap-shot
cameras and phonograph records, together with hundreds of other consumer goods brought the reorganization
of capital, production, and advertising into daily life. By there was one automobile for every five persons in
the United States. Almost no one in the fall of thought that the bounty might be at its end.
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Tsardom of Russia[ edit ] Main article: Tsardom of Russia Russia experienced territorial growth through the
17th century, which was the age of Cossacks. Cossacks were warriors organized into military communities,
resembling pirates and pioneers of the New World. This area was settled by a population of free people
practicing various trades and crafts. Cossacks became the backbone of the early Russian Army. In , the
peasants of Ukraine joined the Zaporozhian Cossacks in rebellion against Poland-Lithuania during the
Khmelnytsky Uprising , because of the social and religious oppression they suffered under Polish rule. Finally,
Ukraine was split along the river Dnieper , leaving the western part or Right-bank Ukraine under Polish rule
and eastern part Left-bank Ukraine and Kiev under Russian. In the east, the rapid Russian exploration and
colonisation of the huge territories of Siberia was led mostly by Cossacks hunting for valuable furs and ivory.
Russian explorers pushed eastward primarily along the Siberian river routes , and by the midth century there
were Russian settlements in the Eastern Siberia, on the Chukchi Peninsula , along the Amur River , and on the
Pacific coast. Reason and Enlightenment[ edit ] Further information: The Age of Reason in the Western world
is generally regarded as being the start of modern philosophy , [56] and a departure from the medieval
approach, especially Scholasticism. Early 17th-century philosophy is often called the Age of Rationalism and
is considered to succeed Renaissance philosophy and precede the Age of Enlightenment, but some consider it
as the earliest part of the Enlightenment era in philosophy, extending that era to two centuries. The 18th
century saw the beginning of secularization in Europe, rising to notability in the wake of the French
Revolution. The Age of Enlightenment is a time in Western philosophy and cultural life centered upon the
18th century in which reason was advocated as the primary source and legitimacy for authority. Enlightenment
gained momentum more or less simultaneously in many parts of Europe and America. Developing during the
Enlightenment era, Renaissance humanism as an intellectual movement spread across Europe. The basic
training of the humanist was to speak well and write typically, in the form of a letter. The term umanista
comes from the latter part of the 15th century. The people were associated with the studia humanitatis , a novel
curriculum that was competing with the quadrivium and scholastic logic. They self-consciously imitated
classical Latin and deprecated the use of medieval Latin. By analogy with the perceived decline of Latin, they
applied the principle of ad fontes , or back to the sources, across broad areas of learning. The opposing two
sides were, the Ancients Anciens who constrain choice of subjects to those drawn from the literature of
Antiquity and the Moderns Modernes , who supported the merits of the authors of the century of Louis XIV.
Fontenelle quickly followed with his Digression sur les anciens et les modernes , in which he took the Modern
side, pressing the argument that modern scholarship allowed modern man to surpass the ancients in
knowledge. Scientific Revolution The Scientific Revolution was a period when European ideas in classical
physics , astronomy , biology , human anatomy , chemistry , and other classical sciences were rejected and led
to doctrines supplanting those that had prevailed from Ancient Greece to the Middle Ages which would lead
to a transition to modern science. This period saw a fundamental transformation in scientific ideas across
physics , astronomy , and biology , in institutions supporting scientific investigation , and in the more widely
held picture of the universe. Individuals started to question all manners of things and it was this questioning
that led to the Scientific Revolution, which in turn formed the foundations of contemporary sciences and the
establishment of several modern scientific fields. The French Revolution inspired a wave of revolutions across
Europe. Liberalism and Nationalism were popular ideas that challenged Absolute Monarchies in the 19th
century. French Revolution Toward the middle and latter stages of the Age of Revolution, the French political
and social revolutions and radical change saw the French governmental structure, previously an absolute
monarchy with feudal privileges for the aristocracy and Catholic clergy transform, changing to forms based on
Enlightenment principles of citizenship and inalienable rights. The first revolution led to government by the
National Assembly , the second by the Legislative Assembly , and the third by the Directory. The changes
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were accompanied by violent turmoil which included the trial and execution of the king, vast bloodshed and
repression during the Reign of Terror, and warfare involving every other major European power. Subsequent
events that can be traced to the Revolution include the Napoleonic Wars, two separate restorations of the
monarchy, and two additional revolutions as modern France took shape. In the following century, France
would be governed at one point or another as a republic, constitutional monarchy, and two different empires.
National and Legislative Assembly[ edit ] Main articles: It provided the focus of political debate and
revolutionary law-making between the periods of the National Constituent Assembly and of the National
Convention. The Directory and Napoleonic Era[ edit ] Main articles: The period of this regime 2 November
until 10 November , commonly known as the Directory or Directoire era, constitutes the second to last stage of
the French Revolution. Napoleon, before seizing the title of Emperor, was elected as First Consul of the
Consulate of France. Helena, this brilliant commander, controlled a French Empire that, at its height, ruled a
large portion of Europe directly from Paris, while many of his friends and family ruled countries such as
Spain, Poland, several parts of Italy and many other Kingdoms Republics and dependencies. The Napoleonic
Era changed the face of Europe forever, and old Empires and Kingdoms fell apart as a result of the mighty and
"Glorious" surge of Republicanism.
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The economic differences between the upper and lower class became extremely smaller.

Feb 22, Social Darwinism Some people prospered and others did not, economist, social philosophers and
business leaders embraced the philosophy of social darwinism. This philosophy adapted the ideas of the
British naturalism Charles Darwin and applied them to human society. Social Darwinism said stronger people,
businesses, and nations would proper, weaker ones would fail no one had the right to interfere with the
progress. Curtiss helped build a number of air crafts and set several early aviation records. It made everything
more faster and easier to transport created the hydroero plane and seaplane marked the birth of the U. Navy
aviation arm air corps. Feb 23, Henry Ford Innovations Ford had been trying to increase his factories
productivity for years. The workers who built his model in cars arranged the parts in a row on the floor, put the
under construction auto on skids and dragged it down the line as they worked. Cater, the streamlining process
grew more sophisticated. For Ford workers it meant double. Reduce work hours to The most significant piece
was the assembly line. Feb 22, The 19th Amendment To the constitution of the United States provides men
and women with equal voting rights, the amendment also failed to bring about the equality of economic sexes
that sponsors hoped for. May 19, Emergency Quota Act. The act limit the immigrant helped the economy act.
Another name for the act is the Emergency immigrant act. Feb 4, Changes to the Pledge of Allegiance The
changes between the pledge of allegiance is that it seems that religion took part in it. The only changes made
to it was the addition of " Under god" to the pledge. In the word "my" was dropped from the pledge of
allegiance, and the words "the flag of the United States of America" were added. The song and the era was all
about having a good time. White audiences eventually embraced these brilliant artist despite the highly
segregated state of America. Feb 23, Fats Waller Fats Waller was a jazz singer and professional piano player.
He wrote "aint misbehaving" and "honey sacle rose" he was very famous in the black commanite for his jazz
and radio show.
Chapter 4 : TRANSITION TO MODERN AMERICA THE ROARING TWENTIES. - [PPT Powerpoint]
Study 15 Chapter Transition to Modern America flashcards from Jaylie V. on StudyBlue.

Chapter 5 : CHAPTER 25 TRANSITION TO MODERN AMERICA
Ford had been trying to increase his factories productivity for years. The workers who built his model in cars arranged
the parts in a row on the floor, put the under construction auto on skids and dragged it down the line as they worked.
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CHAPTER Transition to Modern America The s marked the beginning of modern times in America. It was then that the
assembly line, the city, and the automobile became dominant features of everyday life.
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Modern Latin America. As the initial colonial outpost of the early-modern European world, Latin America has for a long
time witnessed multifaceted procedures of cultural cross-pollination, adaptation, as well as suppression.

Chapter 9 : TRANSITION TO MODERN AMERICA - ProProfs Quiz
Modern American adults are thinking ahead, looking for changes in the future. This is the ending of a chapter in life
transition. Sometimes a mini-transition will fix the problem, but most need a life transitional change. In contrast cyclical
views are more of the modern views, education is a continuous life long process.
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