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Thomas Tessier (born May 10, ) is an American writer of horror novels and short stories. He has also written poetry and
drama.

Those who know that the holiday began as Armistice Day typically think of it as a day of victory and peace.
However, for those on the ground in Europe the last twenty-four hours before the cessation of hostilities on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in , that day was nothing less than hell on earth. One
hundred years ago this weekend, Allied commanders ordered U. Marines and Army personnel to attempt a
perilous night crossing of the Meuse River and assault the heavily defended German positions on the far side.
Prescient, General Black Jack Pershing foresaw the possible rise of Germany and wanted to make it clear the
Allies had won the war by seizing more German-controlled territory. Scores of men would die in an attack that
ultimately proved a tragic loss of life. I retell the story of that harrowing night in my new bestselling book,
The Unknowns: Body Bearer Corporal Thomas Saunders, a Native American from Wyoming who received
the Distinguished Service Cross and other honors for his previous heroism at Jaulny, worked with the other
members of the 2nd Engineers to construct the flimsy footbridges that would span the river. German artillery
had destroyed all the permanent bridges in the area, so Saunders and his comrades designed some floating
bridges that they hoped would last long enough to get their men across. To avoid enemy snipers, they
prefabricated the bridges in sections â€” each roughly the width of a ladder and twelve feet long â€” well back
from the front lines. Teams of mules then hauled the sections near the river. The Americans knew the
Germans had countless fortified machine-gun nests along the bank of the Meuse, as well as heavy artillery
zeroed in on the likely crossing points. Stepping out onto the footbridges without cover fire would have meant
immediate death. When the hour was up, they turned their guns on known German positions, hoping to keep
them pinned down long enough for the Marines to make the crossing. Fortunately for the Americans, the
weather was working in their favor. A thick, cold fog settled in, shrouding their movements and deadening
sound. In single file, the Marines attached to the 49th Company, including Body Bearer and Gunnery Sergeant
Ernest Janson, trudged through the darkness in total silence. The men were intensely uncomfortable. They
were tired from weeks of hard fighting, and their uniforms were soaked through. Many suffered the effects of
the worldwide influenza plague, but they stifled their coughs and sneezes, knowing that the smallest sound
would bring German machine-gun fire down on their heads. Saunders and the fighting engineers led they way,
carrying the heavy footbridge sections above their heads. They struggled to keep their footing on the slippery
rocks but somehow managed to float the bridge out onto the freezing water. A brave engineer clung to the
front of the contraption, rifle in hand, kneeling on the waterlogged planks as they floated across the river.
Miraculously, the current drifted the lone soldier across the Meuse, and he tied the guideline onto a tree on the
eastern side. The Americans had succeeded in creating a path across the river â€” but it was a path straight into
the mouth of hell. The engineers actually placed two bridges across the river that night in separate locations,
but the Germans destroyed one almost immediately. With no way to cross, the 6th Marines turned around and
dug shallow fighting holes in a nearby wood. Undoubtedly, the rumors of an approaching armistice played a
role in their decision. For several days, men had been talking about a possible end to the war. Unbeknownst to
the men, the two sides actually signed a peace deal at 5: But General Pershing chose not to provide that
information to the men fighting on the banks of the Meuse. He merely passed along the order to cease fire at
exactly Many of the Leathernecks and soldiers on the front lines would perish in the intervening hours.
Staccato fire from machine guns obliterated the relative silence. An enemy patrol set up their Maxims on the
far bank and sprayed lead like a fire hose. Men slid and slipped down the embankment next to the river,
shrapnel from artillery shells tore through their ranks. One man counted 25 killed or wounded in the space of
yards. This way, come on, Marines! Men dashed across the rickety contraption. Some made it to the other
side. Some, struck with machine-gun fire on the way, fell into the water. Many others never even got to the
water; their bodies piled up on the eastern side of the river. However, scores had made it across when the
Germans scored a direct hit on the bridge. The men on the Western side of the river were now trapped in

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF THE LAST CROSSING THOMAS TESSIER
enemy territory. They formed a perimeter, dug in, and prepared to hold for as long as they could. Staring down
annihilation, the Marines did not know the war would end within hours. What the Marines did know is that
they had leaders they trusted and followed to the end. They had each other â€” a fellowship forged only in
battle. This bond kept many of the men alive. Many Marines died there on that eastern bank of the Meuse
before the guns suddenly went silent at At a congressional hearing after the war, Pershing and his command
would claim they were under the direction of Marshal Foch and had no orders to cease fighting until 11 a.
Often recipients of poor equipment, tactics, and in some cases, poor leadership â€” the Doughboys adapted
and defeated the superb Imperial German Army. Unsung, they were a great generation that changed the world.
It is their willingness to serve and, if need be, to sacrifice â€” the same spirit embodied by multiple
generations of men and women in the U.

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF THE LAST CROSSING THOMAS TESSIER
Chapter 2 : Thomas Tessier | THE LAST BALCONY: On the Essex Edge
Ghost Music and Other Tales [Thomas Tessier, Erik Wilson] on racedaydvl.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers.
Will be shipped from US. In "The Last Crossing," a.

She was the youngest of four children, and had two sisters and a brother. At the time she was abducted, Maria
was 7 years old, 44 inches tall, and weighed 53 pounds, with brown hair and brown eyes. According to her
mother, Maria was high-strung. I am the only one who could calm her down. Her best friend was 8-year-old
Kathy Sigman, who lived on the same street as the Ridulphs. According to Kathy, they were approached by a
man, whom Kathy later described to police as in his early 20s and tall with a slender chin, light hair, a gap in
his teeth, and wearing a colorful sweater. The man, who said his name was "Johnny", told the girls that he was
24 and not married. He asked if they liked dolls and if they liked piggyback rides. He gave Maria a piggyback
ride, after which she went back to her house and got a doll to show him. After Maria returned, Kathy ran back
to her house to get her mittens, leaving Maria alone with the man. When Kathy returned, Maria and the man
were gone. After he was unable to find her, the Ridulphs called the police, and within an hour, police and
armed civilians began a search of the town, but failed to locate Maria or "Johnny", the man with whom she
was last seen. The Federal Bureau of Investigation FBI , presuming that Maria might have been abducted
across state lines a federal crime , arrived in Sycamore within two days to help the local and state police in the
search. The FBI and police interviewed numerous witnesses who had seen the two girls playing without any
other person present between 6 pm and 6: Based on these interviews, "Johnny" was thought to have
approached the girls after 6: Kathy Sigman was the only witness who had seen "Johnny" and was placed in
protective custody , as the police and FBI feared that the kidnapper would come back and harm her. The
authorities had her look at photos of convicted felons or suspects who bore a resemblance to "Johnny". She
positively identified Thomas Joseph Rivard, described in FBI documents as a year-old man approximately 5
foot 4 inches tall and lbs. However, Rivard had an alibi, as he was in jail at the time of the kidnapping; police
suspected someone else in the lineup as the real culprit and Rivard was merely used to fill out the lineup.
Rivard also did not physically resemble Tessier, who was six inches taller and 17 years younger than Rivard.
Edgar Hoover took an interest in the case. The decomposed condition of the body indicated it had been there
for several months. The body was identified as Maria Ridulph based on dental records, a lock of hair, and the
shirts and socks she had been wearing when she disappeared. During an autopsy done 50 years later, a forensic
anthropologist determined Maria had likely been stabbed several times in the throat [20] see Reopening of
case. She married Ralph Tessier in November , and after the war, she and her son John, then aged 7, followed
Ralph to Sycamore, Illinois, where Ralph and Eileen had six more children together over the years. Ralph
Tessier, a sign painter, [23] painted insignia on the doors of Sycamore police cars [12] and was friendly with
the police chief. John Tessier was expelled from school in the tenth grade for pushing a teacher and calling her
a name. Post Office at S. On December 4, investigators visited the Tessier home as part of their neighborhood
search for Maria. On the morning of December 3 he had visited the Chicago recruiting station which was
corroborated by records and then spent the day sightseeing in Chicago before returning to Rockford by train
that evening, arriving there at 6: Upon his arrival in Rockford, he had called his parents to ask for a ride home
to Sycamore, since he had taken the train to and from Chicago and left his own car at home. Telephone
records were later found showing that a collect call was placed from the Rockford post office to the Tessier
home at 6: The officers confirmed that they spoke with Tessier around 7: In view of his alibi and the lie
detector test result, Tessier was taken off the suspect list, and the FBI closed out his report on December 10, ,
noting: After leaving the service, he moved to Seattle , Washington , where he subsequently graduated from
the King County Law Enforcement Academy in June and became a police officer in the small town of Lacey
near Olympia. In , in Tacoma, Washington , Tessier took in a year-old runaway, Michelle Weinman, and her
friend, who knew Tessier as a Milton police officer. Weinman later testified that shortly after she began living
with Tessier, he fondled her and then performed oral sex on her. Tessier was charged with statutory rape , a
felony. After plea negotiations, he eventually pleaded guilty to communication with a minor for immoral
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purposes, a misdemeanor. He was sentenced to one year of formal probation and was terminated from the
Milton Police Department on March 10, By , McCullough, now in his early 70s, was living at a retirement
community in northwest Seattle where he worked as a security guard. For that reason, Solar called the Ridulph
case "closed, but not solved", leaving open the possibility that a better suspect might later be found. John did
it, and you have to tell someone. He was told not to attend her funeral. Patrick Solar, who during part of this
time was a lieutenant with the Sycamore police and had identified William Henry Redmond as the most likely
suspect in the Ridulph murder, told CNN that Janet had never spoken to him, but that he would not have
suspected John Tessier Jack McCullough because he knew the Tessier family, Ralph Tessier had painted the
Sycamore police cars, and John Tessier had been cleared by the FBI in Under this new timeline, they
determined that Maria would have been kidnapped no later than 6: The police search for Maria was underway
by 7 pm according to Katherine, who said she had returned home from a party at 7 pm to find the search in
progress. Police obtained a contemporary photo of him from his former girlfriend, which differed from the
yearbook photos in that Tessier was wearing an open collar rather than a suit and the background was dark
rather than light. Chapman identified the picture of Tessier. After McCullough refused to answer any more
questions, he was arrested for the kidnapping and murder of Maria Ridulph and extradited to Illinois.
However, a forensic anthropologist found that Maria had been stabbed in the throat at least three times by a
long, sharp blade, pointing out nicks in her sternum and neck vertebrae , consistent with "at least three" slashes
to her throat. But, after being persuaded by the Ridulph and Tessier families, who all believed that
McCullough was guilty, he formally charged McCullough with the kidnapping and murder of Maria. He was
subsequently tried and convicted for the kidnapping and murder of Maria Ridulph, and sentenced to life
imprisonment. It was alleged that Jeanne, then aged 14, had asked McCullough, then in his early 20s, to give
her a ride in his borrowed convertible , after which McCullough had driven her to a location somewhere in
Sycamore, raped her, and then offered her to three other young men, two of whom sexually assaulted her. The
plan was to try McCullough for the rape case first, and for murder at a later date. Jeanne Tessier, now aged 64,
was the main witness for the prosecution. McCullough did not testify, and after one day of deliberations, the
judge acquitted him of the rape and related charges, citing that the prosecution failed to prove that a rape had
occurred and the victim waited too long to report what had happened. The prosecution contended that
McCullough was attracted to Maria and decided to kidnap her, but instead ended up killing her, presenting the
new autopsy reports suggesting Maria was stabbed to death. Although the prosecutors suspected McCullough
of molesting Maria, they were unable to prove it and never brought it up in court. Three inmates who were
jailed with McCullough testified that he talked about killing Maria. However, their stories were both
inconsistent and failed to match the evidence indicating Maria had been stabbed. One inmate said McCullough
spoke of strangling Maria with a wire, and another said McCullough accidentally smothered her to stop her
from screaming. McCullough did not take the stand in his own defense on the advice of his attorneys. On
February 13, , the Illinois Appellate Court Second District upheld his murder conviction, but vacated his
convictions for kidnapping and abduction of an infant as being outside the three-year statute of limitations in
effect for those crimes in McCullough, who remained charged with the crime, was released on bond that day
pending the new trial. Memorials[ edit ] The "Maria Ridulph Memorial Map", an eight-foot-square map of
Sycamore constructed of steel and porcelain, was mounted on the front exterior of the Sycamore Municipal
Building in , in commemoration of Maria Ridulph. The Ridulph family also established a "Maria Ridulph
Memorial Fund" that was originally used to pay for the memorial map and was later used as a scholarship,
compassion and summer camp fund for local children in need. The Coldest Case Ever Solved. In contrast,
Northern Illinois author Jeffrey Dean Doty self-published a non-fiction book, Piggyback , in which he
reviewed evidence and court filings in the case and examined whether McCullough had been wrongfully
convicted.
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Tessier's novels are literate, compact and frequently extremely bleak. His first book, The Fates (), is an episodic hybrid
of horror and science fiction, about a mysterious force which causes death and destruction in an American town.

It was the 90th consecutive family reunion of the descendants of Mose [] and Roseanna Thesier [], Lowville.
The first of these annual events was held at Haas Park in Antwerp July 4, The reunion has been held at
Thesier Park, most years since T-shirts with the picture of the first family reunion imprinted on them, were
given to everyone. The T-shirts were designed and arranged by Patte Lemieux, Carthage. There was music
throughout the afternoon presented by the Thesier Family musicians. The musicians were Pat Thesier of
Granger, Ind. Then they gave a roll call of each of the families of the children of Mose and Roseanna Thesier.
There was a loud cheer from each of the descendants of those families as their ancestors were named. The
entire presentation was very well done. It was a highlight of the day and well received by everyone. The
officers of the Thesier Family Reunion Association are: Prizes were given out for the following categories:
Leonard Richer, 84, Liverpool Oldest woman: Wyatt Labrosse, 3, Massena Youngest girl: Rileigh Buckley,1,
Croghan Newly married: Eugene Thesier, 81, Copenhagen Oldest woman never married: Thomas and Elaine
Barr, Tijeras, N. There were prizes for the children. Hamburgers, hot dogs, sausage and venison was provided
and everyone brought a dish to share. There was plenty of food for everyone. The day was filled with laughter
and conversation and catching up with the events of family members not seen for at least a year or more.
There was a genealogy table hosted by Rita Thesier, Carthage, where everyone could see pictures of past
reunions back to and family pictures and reunion pictures of all the years since through last year. Booklets of
the genealogy of the Thesier family were available. There were scrolling pictures on digital picture frames put
together by Tom Gaebel of Long Beach, Calif. He died March 21, , in Montreal, Canada. He came to the
Americas with Maissoneuve, the founder of Montreal. The weather took a break from the heavy rain on
Thursday and Friday evening and the reunion was spared from the rain. Everyone is looking forward to next
year to another great Thesier Family Reunion. Next Family ReunionAugust 3rd, 8 months to go.
Chapter 4 : thomas tessier : definition of thomas tessier and synonyms of thomas tessier (English)
Thomas Tessier -- the complete book list. Browse author series lists, sequels, pseudonyms, synopses, book covers,
ratings and awards. The Last Crossing. in.

Chapter 5 : Summary Bibliography: Thomas Tessier
Thomas Tessier (born May 10, ) is an American writer of horror novels and short stories. He has also written poetry and
drama. Overview Tessier was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, attended University College Dublin and lived in London in
the United Kingdom for several years (where he was the managing director of Millington Books) before.

Chapter 6 : Murder of Maria Ridulph - Wikipedia
Summary Bibliography: Thomas Tessier You are not logged in. If you create a free account and sign in, you will be able
to customize what is displayed.

Chapter 7 : NY Daily News - We are currently unavailable in your region
Thomas Tessier, author of Prime evil: new stories by the masters of modern horror, on LibraryThing LibraryThing is a
cataloging and social networking site for booklovers Home Groups Talk Zeitgeist.
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Thomas Tessier (born May 10, ) is an American writer of horror novels and short stories. He has also written poetry and
drama. Overview. Tessier was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, attended University College Dublin and lived in London
in the United Kingdom for several years (where he was the managing director of Millington Books) before returning to
the United States, where he lives still.

Chapter 9 : Cycling: 'Exceptional' Bernal signs five-year deal with Sky | Reuters
A Grub Street Tale - Thomas Tessier "They're too sophisticated and good for the commercial market, category fiction,
but they're not quite brilliant enough for literary acceptance." The eternal conundrum of writing fiction, even if one doesn't
think about it too much, but just writes.
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