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The king of suburbia Levitt ushered in new way of American life, spawning thousands of copycat
communities By Matt Schneiderman April 30, It also got the term Levittown into textbooks, museum exhibits
and documentary films as a synonym for a new way of American life. While his identical tract houses offered
young military families an opportunity to own a home with a yard, critics viewed the community as void of
character. The builder died broke in at age 86, after years of overspending and making unwise investments.
Born in Brooklyn in , William Jaird Levitt joined the real estate business that his father Abraham founded in
He served a tour of duty with the Navy during the war, but afterward joined his father and his brother Alfred
in pioneering the post-war housing boom. His company led the first wave of suburbanites out to Long Island
with the promise of more space and an escape from the claustrophobic city, purchasing 1, acres of potato
farmland near Island Trees in Nassau County. The first family to move into a Levittown home arrived three
months later, in October. In the case of our houses, it was the workers who moved, doing the same jobs at
different locations. The identical Cape Cod homes sat on seventh-of-an-acre lots. To speed construction, there
were no basements concrete slabs were simply poured directly onto the lot and no garages. Each home
measured square feet and had two bedrooms, a living room, a kitchen and a bath, as well as an unfinished
second floor so the homeowners could expand upward. The production method kept costs low, and
government assistance from the GI Bill, which offered housing loans and low-interest mortgages to veterans,
made the houses affordable. My parents had started out by renting a Levitt home. One day, they heard that
their house was to be sold, so my mother ran down to the construction-mobiles onsite and signed for the house
with just her signature. Polly Dwyer, Levittown Historical Society president, bought her Levittown home with
her husband in The town remains more than 90 percent white today. A recent profile of the developer cited a
Saturday Evening Post article that quoted Levitt: That is their attitude, not ours. We did not create it, and we
cannot cure it. As a company, our position is simply this: We can solve a housing problem or we can try to
solve a racial problem, but we cannot combine the two. Yet while it is clear that Levitt was glad to be
providing affordable housing to middle-income families, he also thrived on the recognition. I want to build a
town to be proud of. Murray noted that he left a large charitable imprint, donating land for a library, schools,
synagogues and churches. He understood that a community is built on institutions, not just with houses. It was
deficient and problematic as a human habitat, even apart from the question of its sustainability. It recently
declared that it would become the greenest American suburb by encouraging energy efficiency. According to
published reports, Levitt also borrowed against his ITT stock to build subdivisions in places like Iran,
Venezuela and Nigeria. His foreign projects flopped, leaving him millions of dollars in debt. Despite several
attempts to rebound from these financial setbacks, Levitt never recovered his fortune or influence. Estate- and
yacht-less, Levitt died in of kidney disease. So, too, does Levittown, N.
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The debut collection by poet/physicist Iggy McGovern which won the inaugural Glen Dimplex New Writers Award for
Poetry in "[S]o long as the poems are as snazzy, and sharply focused, and ingeniously rhymed as Iggy McGovern's
one-pagers in The King of Suburbia, we can't complain.
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Enter your mobile number or email address below and we'll send you a link to download the free Kindle App. Then you
can start reading Kindle books on your smartphone, tablet, or computer - no Kindle device required.
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King of Suburbia Lyrics: Hittin' them man I was hitting them / Hittin' them man I was hitting them / Hittin' them man I was
hitting them licks / I'm tired of talking / Despite all the spite I'm.
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Kings of Suburbia is the fifth studio album by German band Tokio Hotel. It was released by Island Records on October
3, in Germany and October 6 worldwide.
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Followers, Following, Posts - See Instagram photos and videos from Ð•Ð°Ñ•Ñ‚ÐµÐ½ÑŒÐºÐ° (@_king_of_suburbia).
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In the first image that we see of this home, from the outside, we can see how impressive yet subtle and sophisticated it
is. The home is large in size, made up of eclectic volumes and shapes.
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