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At midnight they came bounding in, and wanted to get to work at once, but as they did not find any leather cut out, but
only the pretty little articles of clothing, they were at first astonished, and then they showed intense delight.

Not objectively real From a scientific viewpoint, elves are not considered objectively real. Accordingly,
beliefs about elves and their social functions have varied over time and space. Fitting elves into Christian
cosmologies Title page of Daemonologie by James VI and I , which tried to explain traditional Scottish beliefs
in terms of Christian scholarship. There is no doubt that beliefs about elves have their origins before the
conversion to Christianity and associated Christianization of north-west Europe. For this reason, belief in elves
has, from the Middle Ages through into recent scholarship, often been labelled " pagan " and a " superstition ".
However, almost all surviving textual sources about elves were produced by Christians whether Anglo-Saxon
monks, medieval Icelandic poets, early modern ballad-singers, nineteenth-century folklore collectors, or even
twentieth-century fantasy authors. Accordingly, investigating the relationship between beliefs in elves and
Christian cosmology has been a preoccupation of scholarship about elves both in early times and in modern
research. Identifying elves with the demons of Judaeo-Christian-Mediterranean tradition. Likewise, the early
modern Scottish people who confessed to encountering elves seem not to have thought of themselves as
having dealings with the Devil. Nineteenth-century Icelandic folklore about elves mostly presents them as a
human agricultural community parallel to the visible human community, that may or may not be Christian.
One famous Icelandic folktale explains elves as the lost children of Eve. Since belief in supernatural beings is
so ubiquitous in human cultures, however, scholars no longer believe that such explanations are valid. Elves
were certainly often seen as a cause of illness, and indeed the English word oaf seems to have originated as a
form of the elf: Although this word took a variety of forms in different Old English dialects, these converged
on the form elf during the Middle English period. The Germanic word presumably originally meant "white
person", perhaps as a euphemism. This is not necessarily the case, however. For example, because the
cognates suggest matt white rather than shining white, and because in medieval Scandinavian texts whiteness
is associated with beauty, Alaric Hall has suggested that elves may have been called "the white people"
because whiteness was associated with specifically feminine beauty. While often mentioned, this etymology is
not widely accepted. These names may have been influenced by Celtic names beginning in Albio- such as
Albiorix. The most famous name of this kind is Alboin. These names suggest that elves were positively
regarded in early Germanic culture. Of the many words for supernatural beings in Germanic languages, the
only ones regularly used in personal names are elf and words denoting pagan gods, suggesting that elves were
considered similar to gods. These seem to associate elves fairly consistently with woods and valleys. Medieval
English evidence has, therefore, attracted quite extensive research and debate. This tradition continues into
later English-language traditions too: Christ and demons attacking the psalmist. In one or two Old English
medical texts, elves might be envisaged as inflicting illness with projectiles. In the twentieth century, scholars
often labelled the illnesses elves caused as " elf-shot ", but work from the s onwards showed that the medieval
evidence for elves being thought to cause illness in this way is slender; [58] debate about its significance is
ongoing. But in early modern Scotland elf-schot and other terms like elf-arrowhead are sometimes used of
neolithic arrow-heads , apparently thought to have been made by elves. In a few witchcraft trials people attest
that these arrrow-heads were used in healing rituals, and occasionally alleged that witches and perhaps elves
used them to injure people and cattle. There every herd, by sad experience, knows How, winged with fate,
their elf-shot arrows fly, When the sick ewe her summer food forgoes, Or, stretched on earth, the heart-smit
heifers lie. This was encouraged by the idea that "elf-shot" is depicted in the Eadwine Psalter , in an image
which became well known in this connection. A propensity to seduce or rape people becomes increasingly
prominent in the source material. Evidence for elf-beliefs in medieval Scandinavia outside Iceland is very
sparse, but the Icelandic evidence is uniquely rich. Snorri Sturluson identified Freyr as one of the Vanir.
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However, the term Vanir is rare in Eddaic verse, very rare in Skaldic verse, and is not generally thought to
appear in other Germanic languages. The idea also occurs in later traditions in Scandinavia and beyond, so
may be an early attestation of a prominent tradition. William Goscombe John , The Elf,  The appearance of
elves in sagas is closely defined by genre. Accounts of Skuld in earlier sources, however, do not include this
material. Most of them have Low German connections. Alp folklore Portrait of Margarethe Luther right ,
believed by her son Martin to have been afflicted by elbe "elves". The Old High German word alp is attested
only in a small number of glosses. As the mare he messes around with women". There is also evidence
associating elves with illness, specifically epilepsy. It seems likely that in the German-speaking world, elves
were to a significant extent conflated with dwarves Middle High German: In particular, nineteenth-century
scholars tended to think that the dwarf Alberich, whose name etymologically means "elf-powerful", was
influenced by early traditions of elves. However, the characteristics and names of these beings have varied
widely across time and space, and they cannot be neatly categorised. The following table summarises the
situation in the main modern standard languages of Scandinavia.
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The thought pleased the good cobbler very much; and one evening, when all the things were ready, they laid them on
the table, instead of the work that they used to cut out, and then went and hid.

Click here for grade level guidelines. From School Library Journal A newly illustrated version of the
ever-satisfying tale of a poor shoemaker and his wife who become rich when elves create splendid shoes for
them to sell, and who return the favor by making outfits for the elves. The text only alludes to Christmas,
while the underlying theme explores kindness and giving. The luminous pictures will project easily to the back
of the storytime room, and the unembellished text moves the narrative along briskly. A good choice for those
wishing to de-emphasize the religious aspects of the holiday. Discussion topics for before reading: What are
they made of? What other stories do you know that include elves? What is their shop like? Do you think elves
really exist? Discuss the possible answers. Which parts could be real? Which parts are make-believe? Are you
ever a little helper? Who do you help? What do you do? Trace another piece the same shape but covering only
the toe half of the first part and about 2 inches bigger around. Decorate the top part, and then staple the two
parts together along the sides, leaving the toe open, to make a slipper. Use yarn for laces and bows. These craft
ideas are just suggestions. You can expand upon them, or add your own twist. Remember, though, that the
focus of your time should not be on the development and execution of a craft; the focus should be on the
read-aloud and the enjoyment of the book!
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Chapter 3 : The Elves and the Shoemaker (Audiobook) by Jim LaMarche | racedaydvl.com

"The Elves and the Shoemaker" is an often copied and re-made story about a poor shoemaker who receives
much-needed help from elves. The original story is the first of three fairy tales, contained as entry 39 in the German
Grimm's Fairy Tales under the common title "Die WichtelmÃ¤nner".

So in the evening, he cut out the shoes which he wished to begin to make the next morning, and as he had a
good conscience, he lay down quietly in his bed, commended himself to God, and fell asleep. In the morning,
after he had said his prayers, and was just going to sit down to work, the two shoes stood quite finished on his
table. He was astounded, and knew not what to say to it. He took the shoes in his hands to observe them
closer, and they were so neatly made that there was not one bad stitch in them, just as if they were intended as
a masterpiece. Soon after, a buyer came in, and as the shoes pleased him so well, he paid more for them than
was customary, and, with the money, the shoemaker was able to purchase leather for two pairs of shoes. He
cut them out at night, and next morning was about to set to work with fresh courage; but he had no need to do
so, for, when he got up, they were already made, and buyers also were not wanting, who gave him money
enough to buy leather for four pairs of shoes. The following morning, too, he found the four pairs made; and
so it went on constantly, what he cut out in the evening was finished by the morning, so that he soon had his
honest independence again, and at last became a wealthy man. Now it befell that one evening not long before
Christmas, when the man had been cutting out, he said to his wife, before going to bed, "What think you if we
were to stay up to-night to see who it is that lends us this helping hand? They did not stop until all was done,
and stood finished on the table, and they ran quickly away. Next morning the woman said, "The little men
have made us rich, and we really must show that we are grateful for it. They run about so, and have nothing
on, and must be cold. I will make them little shirts, and coats, and vests, and trousers, and knit both of them a
pair of stockings, and do thou, too, make them two little pairs of shoes. At midnight they came bounding in,
and wanted to get to work at once, but as they did not find any leather cut out, but only the pretty little articles
of clothing, they were at first astonished, and then they showed intense delight. They dressed themselves with
the greatest rapidity, putting the pretty clothes on, and singing, "Now we are boys so fine to see, Why should
we longer cobblers be? At last they danced out of doors. From that time forth they came no more, but as long
as the shoemaker lived all went well with him, and all his undertakings prospered. One morning when she was
just going back to her work, she found a letter on this heap, and as she could not read, she put her broom in the
corner, and took the letter to her master and mistress, and behold it was an invitation from the elves, who
asked the girl to hold a child for them at its christening. The girl did not know what to do, but at length, after
much persuasion, and as they told her that it was not right to refuse an invitation of this kind, she consented.
Then three elves came and conducted her to a hollow mountain, where the little folks lived. Everything there
was small, but more elegant and beautiful than can be described. The girl stood as godmother, and then wanted
to go home again, but the little elves urgently entreated her to stay three days with them. So she stayed, and
passed the time in pleasure and gaiety, and the little folks did all they could to make her happy. At last she set
out on her way home. Then first they filled her pockets quite full of money, and after that they led her out of
the mountain again. When she got home, she wanted to begin her work, and took the broom, which was still
standing in the corner, in her hand and began to sweep. Then some strangers came out of the house, who asked
her who she was, and what business she had there? And she had not, as she thought, been three days with the
little men in the mountains, but seven years, and in the meantime her former masters had died. In her trouble
she went to her neighbour, and asked her advice. The neighbour said that she was to carry the changeling into
the kitchen, set it down on the hearth, light a fire, and boil some water in two egg-shells, which would make
the changeling laugh, and if he laughed, all would be over with him. The woman did everything that her
neighbour bade her. When she put the egg-shells with water on the fire, the imp said, "I am as old now as the
Wester forest, but never yet have I seen any one boil anything in an egg-shell! Whilst he was laughing,
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suddenly came a host of little elves, who brought the right child, set it down on the hearth, and took the
changeling away with them. Get started by clicking the "Add" button. Add The Elves and The Shoemaker to
your own personal library.
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Chapter 4 : The Elves of Capitalism - The Daily Reckoning

The Shoemaker and the Elves A Grimm Brothers Fairy Tale A shoemaker, through no fault of his own, had become so
poor that he had only leather enough for a single pair of shoes.

The Elves Germany A shoemaker, through no fault of his own, had become so poor that he had only leather
enough for a single pair of shoes. He cut them out one evening, then went to bed, intending to finish them the
next morning. Having a clear conscience, he went to bed peacefully, commended himself to God, and fell
asleep. The next morning, after saying his prayers, he was about to return to his work when he found the shoes
on his workbench, completely finished. Amazed, he did not know what to say. He picked up the shoes in order
to examine them more closely. They were so well made that not a single stitch was out of place, just as if they
were intended as a masterpiece. A customer soon came by, and he liked the shoes so much that he paid more
than the usual price for them. The shoemaker now had enough money to buy leather for two pairs of shoes.
That evening he cut them out, intending to continue his work the next morning with good cheer. But he did not
need to do so, because when he got up they were already finished. Customers soon bought them, paying him
enough that he now could buy leather for four pairs of shoes. Early the next morning he found the four pairs
finished. And so it continued; whatever he cut out in the evening was always finished the following morning.
He now had a respectable income and with time became a wealthy man. Then they hid themselves behind
some clothes that were hanging in a corner of the room. At midnight two cute little naked men appeared.
Sitting down at the workbench, they picked up the cut-out pieces and worked so unbelievable quickly and
nimbly that the amazed shoemaker could not take his eyes from them. They did not stop until they had
finished everything. They placed the completed shoes on the workbench, then quickly ran away. The next
morning the wife said, "The little men have made us wealthy. We must show them our thanks. They are
running around with nothing on, freezing. Do you know what? I want to sew some shirts, jackets, undershirts,
and trousers for them, and knit a pair of stockings for each of them, and you should make a pair of shoes for
each of them. Then they hid themselves in order to see what the little men would do. At midnight they came
skipping up, intending to start work immediately. When they saw the little clothes instead of the cut-out
leather, they at first seemed puzzled, but then delighted. They quickly put them on, then stroking the beautiful
clothes on their bodies they sang: Sind wir nicht Knaben glatt und fein? Are we not boys, neat and fine? No
longer cobblers shall we be! Then they hopped and danced about, jumping over chairs and benches. Finally
they danced out of the house. They never returned, but the shoemaker prospered, succeeding in everything that
he did. Verlag der Dieterichschen Buchhandlung, , no. Shoemaker Jobst and the Elves Germany In Eschwege
the people tell about the elves, and especially how they helped poor Shoemaker Jobst in his time of need. One
evening Shoemaker Jobst was sitting sadly in his workroom. His wife, burdened with sorrow, had fallen
asleep next to their poor children. A cricket was chirping in corner by the stove, and the moon cast its pale
light through the old, round window panes onto their pale faces. Jobst thought, "If only I could fall asleep with
you, and then wake up to a carefree life with you poor little ones! Concerns about the next day and new
worries kept him awake. As midnight approached he thought that he heard light footsteps in his little cottage.
Trip, trap, and a company of elves came inside. They quickly moved to the leather. One of them did the
cutting while another one did the stitching. In a short time they had used up all the leather, and beautiful shoes
stood there on his workbench. How Jobst now looked forward to the next day. It finally arrived, and when the
streets came to life, many people looked in at the shoes. They bought what was there and ordered new shoes as
well. Jobst bought more leather, and when midnight came the elves returned. They worked busily, and the
next morning his workbench was filled with new shoes. Everyone wanted to buy from him. Joy and prosperity
now came to his household. Jobst wanted to make his benefactors happy. He counted the elves and had nice
clothes made for them, laying them out in a row for them. How this did please the elves! They immediately
put on their new clothes. But with this they became proud and no longer wanted to make shoes, saying to
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themselves: Come now and look at me Why should I a cobbler be? Verlag von Oswald Bertram, , no. They
seldom ate all of their evening meal, and the wife always put the leftovers in a pan on the stove. The following
morning the shoemaker noticed that the leftover food had been eaten, and furthermore, the boots and shoes
that he had left cut out on his workbench were now completely finished. Seeing how well they had been
stitched together, he always cut out even more, and the next morning they were always finished. The
shoemaker grew ever more curious and wanted to know who was making the shoes. Therefore he bored a hole
in the workroom door. That night he kept watch by looking through the hole. To his great surprise he saw a
dwarf enter the room and begin sewing busily; however, the dwarf kept looking up at the hole, which he
apparently had noticed. After finishing a few pair of shoes he went to the stove and ate the food that was there,
and then disappeared. Observing the same thing for some time, the shoemaker decided to do something for the
dwarf, so he laid a suit of clothes on the workbench for him. The next night the dwarf came again and found
the clothes. He finished the shoes and put on the clothes. Then he cut out a pair of boots for himself, sewed
them up, put them on, and said, "Why do I have to make shoes for peasants. I can now serve the King of the
Dwarfs! It is number four of a four-part series entitled "Zwerge dienen" "Dwarfs in Service". The Dwarf as a
Journeyman Shoemaker Germany A dwarf came to shoemaker and offered his services as a journeyman. The
shoemaker had a lot of work at the time and was therefore happy to accept the offer. He asked what he
expected for wages. The dwarf asked for twenty-four thalers per week. The shoemaker replied that that was a
lot of money, and that the dwarf was very small. How much work would he be able to do? It was a lot of
money, but his work would be worth it. Each week would be able to make twenty-four pair of tall riding
boots. So the shoemaker hired him. The next morning the dwarf did not begin to work but instead made
himself comfortable and walked around in the house. The shoemaker reminded him of his promise, and the
dwarf answered that he would keep it, but did nothing. Saturday arrived, and this day passed as well with the
dwarf doing no work. The shoemaker, who had already gone to bed with his wife, heard the noise and became
curious. He looked through the keyhole and saw a roomful of dwarfs. Some were cutting and some were
stitching while the journeyman sat comfortably in their midst and smoked. The dwarf repeated this three
times, and the fourth time the answer was, "Then poke his eye out! The latter went to his wife and told her
what he had seen and what had happened to him. His wife advised him to not go back. The next morning the
wife got up and gave the journeyman his twenty-four thalers and told him he could go. The latter asked where
the master was; he wanted to speak with him. The wife answered that that was not possible, for the master was
ill. The dwarf asked, "What is wrong with him? The dwarf insisted that she call her husband. Perhaps he could
help him.
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Chapter 5 : Fairy Tales - The Elves and the Shoemaker (by the Grimm Brothers)

The Elves and The Shoemaker. Once upon a time, there was a painter. Whose shoes did they have on? Herman
Cappachino, that's who." But he never did become a.

Plot summary[ edit ] There are variations depending on the rendition of the story. A poor shoemaker and his
wife need money to pay the rent. He gives away the last pair of shoes he has to a needy lady. He has leather to
make one more pair of shoes. He cuts out the pieces of leather, before going to bed, so that he can sew them
into a pair of shoes on the morrow. Elves come in the night and make the pair of shoes which he sells for more
than his asking price the next day. He uses that money to pay the rent, buy food and more shoe leather. He
feeds a poor traveler. He has just enough money to buy enough leather for two pairs of shoes. He cuts the
pieces of leather for two pairs, and retires for the night. The elves come, again, that night and make two pairs
of shoes with the additional leather. He gives away one pair to a needy person and sells the other pair to a
referral from the first customer who is immensely satisfied. He buys leather for three and stays up to find the
elves making the shoes. The shoemaker and wife make clothes for the elves the next day, but the elves are
freed when given clothes, so they leave, and the shoemaker and his wife never see them again. The same basic
plot was also used in the cartoon short Holiday for Shoestrings. Ray Vecchio vaguely recollects this story
when discussing a poor cobbler with his partner, Constable Fraser. Muppet Classic Theater had a version
where a shoemaker played by Kermit the Frog faces ruin until his livelihood is saved by a group of
philanthropic entertainers played by The Elvises who, naturally, make only blue suede shoes. In the Harry
Potter series of books, there are a large number of House Elves. These elves take care of the needs of human
wizards. They are also free of their obligation once given clothes. Premiered Red Sandcastle Theatre, Toronto,
 The fairytale is alluded to in two episodes of The Big Bang Theory. In the Christmas movie Elf , shoe making
is one of the jobs for elves.
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Chapter 6 : German addresses are blocked - racedaydvl.com

The thought pleased the good cobbler very much; and one evening, when all the things were ready, they laid them on
the table, instead of the work that they used to cut out, and then went and hid themselves, to watch what the little elves
would do.

So in the evening, he cut out the shoes which he wished to begin to make the next morning, and as he had a
good conscience, he lay down quietly in his bed, commended himself to God, and fell asleep. In the morning,
after he had said his prayers, and was just going to sit down to work, the two shoes stood quite finished on his
table. He was astounded, and knew not what to say to it. He took the shoes in his hands to observe them
closer, and they were so neatly made that there was not one bad stitch in them, just as if they were intended as
a masterpiece. Soon after, a buyer came in, and as the shoes pleased him so well, he paid more for them than
was customary, and, with the money, the shoemaker was able to purchase leather for two pairs of shoes. He
cut them out at night, and next morning was about to set to work with fresh courage; but he had no need to do
so, for, when he got up, they were already made, and buyers also were not wanting, who gave him money
enough to buy leather for four pairs of shoes. The following morning, too, he found the four pairs made; and
so it went on constantly â€” what he cut out in the evening was finished by the morning, so that he soon had
his honest independence again, and at last became a wealthy man. Now it befell that one evening not long
before Christmas, when the man had been cutting out, he said to his wife, before going to bed, "What think
you if we were to stay up to-night to see who it is that lends us this helping hand? They did not stop until all
was done, and stood finished on the table; and then they ran quickly away. Next morning the woman said,
"The little men have made us rich, and we really must show that we are grateful for it. They run about so, and
have nothing on, and must be cold. I will make them little shirts, and coats, and vests, and trousers, and knit
both of them a pair of stockings, and do thou, too, make them two little pairs of shoes. At midnight they came
bounding in, and wanted to get to work at once, but as they did not find any leather cut out, but only the pretty
little articles of clothing, they were at first astonished, and then they showed intense delight. They dressed
themselves with the greatest rapidity, putting the pretty clothes on, and singing, "Now we are boys so fine to
see, Why should we longer cobblers be? At last they danced out of doors. From that time forth they came no
more, but as long as the shoemaker lived all went well with him, and all his undertakings prospered. Another
translation[ edit ] There was once a shoemaker, who worked very hard and was very honest: Then he cut his
leather out, all ready to make up the next day, meaning to rise early in the morning to his work. His conscience
was clear and his heart light amidst all his troubles; so he went peaceably to bed, left all his cares to Heaven,
and soon fell asleep. In the morning after he had said his prayers, he sat himself down to his work; when, to
his great wonder, there stood the shoes all ready made, upon the table. The good man knew not what to say or
think at such an odd thing happening. He looked at the workmanship; there was not one false stitch in the
whole job; all was so neat and true, that it was quite a masterpiece. The same day a customer came in, and the
shoes suited him so well that he willingly paid a price higher than usual for them; and the poor shoemaker,
with the money, bought leather enough to make two pairs more. In the evening he cut out the work, and went
to bed early, that he might get up and begin betimes next day; but he was saved all the trouble, for when he got
up in the morning the work was done ready to his hand. Soon in came buyers, who paid him handsomely for
his goods, so that he bought leather enough for four pair more. He cut out the work again overnight and found
it done in the morning, as before; and so it went on for some time: And on they went, till the job was quite
done, and the shoes stood ready for use upon the table. This was long before daybreak; and then they bustled
away as quick as lightning. The next day the wife said to the shoemaker. I am quite sorry to see them run
about as they do; and indeed it is not very decent, for they have nothing upon their backs to keep off the cold.
About midnight in they came, dancing and skipping, hopped round the room, and then went to sit down to
their work as usual; but when they saw the clothes lying for them, they laughed and chuckled, and seemed
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mightily delighted. Then they dressed themselves in the twinkling of an eye, and danced and capered and
sprang about, as merry as could be; till at last they danced out at the door, and away over the green. The good
couple saw them no more; but everything went well with them from that time forward, as long as they lived.

Page 10



DOWNLOAD PDF THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER WHOSE WORK

THEY DID.

Chapter 7 : Elf - Wikipedia

Once there lived a shoemaker and her husband. They were very poor indeed. The husband took care of the house and
meals while his wife was at her workbench.

The perspective below comes courtesy of Jeffrey Tucker. Read onâ€¦ We hope you and your family have a
safe and Merry Christmas. One reason that the Brothers Grimm fairy tales have such appeal â€” more so than
the folklore that came before â€” is that they deal with a world that is familiar to us, a world that was just
being invented in the early 19th century, when these stories were first printed and circulated. They deal with
people, scenes and events that affect what we call the middle class today, or the bourgeoisie. Yes, the stories
feature kings, queens, princes and princesses â€” this was not yet the age of democracy â€” but most often our
sympathies as readers rest with the plain people and their triumphs, which the stories feature most poignantly.
Both Marx and Mises agree that what we call the middle class was a new creation in the history of the world,
and it was brought about by capitalism. The caste chasms that once persisted between the peasants and the
lords, those privileged by title and land grants and those fated to serve them, were melted away by the advent
of commercial society. The distinguishing mark of this new middle class was the prospect of social advance
through rising prosperity. Fluid classes replaced fixed castes. This was the world that serves as the backdrop to
the tales of the Brothers Grimm. But leather was expensive, and no matter how hard they worked, they could
not put their business in the black. They were getting poorer, rather than richer. One night, the shoemaker left
his cut leather out on a table and went to bed. The next morning, a fantastic pair of shoes made out of that
leather awaited him. The craftsmanship was impeccable. They were of the finest style. He was able to charge a
very high price to a customer who was very impressed by them. This same series of events repeated
themselves again the next day and the next. Some months later, the shoemaker and his wife were financially
secure and part of the rising middle class. All their financial worries were gone, and they were comfortable
and happy. At this point, the shoemaker said to his wife: Now, to be sure, this turn of events strikes me as
rather strange. One might think that curiosity would have caused them to examine this long before. Why did
they wait so long to investigate the cause of their prosperity? In any case, they did stay up and look, and they
found two naked elves there working away, turning scraps of leather into fine shoes. The wife thoughtfully
decided to return the favor and make them tiny little clothes. When the elves found the clothes, they put them
on and ran away with great delight. They never returned, but the story assures us that this was just fine
because the shoe business stayed in the black. The shoemaker and his wife lived a long and prosperous life.
We can see in this one story an archetype of what was then a new type of middle-class success story in the
framework of a commercial society. The couple went from poverty to wealth in relatively short order. This
came about not because of favors from the king or the discovery of gold, much less from stealing or piracy,
but purely by virtue of work and commerce, combined with the assistance of some benefactors in the night
whose favors they never sought, but nonetheless came to deeply appreciate. Apply this story in our times: We
are all in the position of poor shoemakers with benefactors. In a state of nature, we would be struggling for
survival as most all of humanity did from the beginning of recorded history until the late Middle Ages, when
the first lights of capitalism as we know it began to appear on the horizon. Over the next several hundred
years, and especially during the 19th century, life itself was transformed. The state of nature was vanquished,
and the world completely re-made in the service of human well-being. As William Bernstein summarizes the
situation: Then, not long after , prosperity began flowing in an ever-increasing torrent; with each successive
generation, the life of the son became observably more comfortable, informed and predictable than that of the
father. We have the expectation of living to old age, but this is completely new in the sweep of history, an
expectation we can only have had since about  The shift in population reflects that dramatic change, too. There
were most probably million people alive 2, years ago, and it took until for the 1 billion mark to be reached.
One hundred and twenty years later, that was doubled. Three billion people lived on the planet by , and there
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are 7 billion today. Charting this out, you gain a picture of a world of stagnation and stasis from the beginning
of recorded history until the Industrial Revolution, when life as we know it today was first experienced by
humankind. If we are shoemakers in this story, the prosperous world in which we live â€” the world that
grants us smartphones, health care, gasoline to power our cars and the ability to communicate in real-time
video with any living soul on the planet with the click of a button â€” might be regarded as the elves that came
in the night to turn our leather into a marketable product. Most of us never did anything of our own merit to
cause us to benefit from this amazing world. At our birth, we woke up in the morning and found a finished and
beautiful pair of shoes given unto us. Earlier, I said that it strikes me as strange that the shoemaker and his
wife waited so long to become curious about who or what was nocturnally turning their leather into shoes.
How could they have gone for months without wanting to know what was causing their poverty to turn to
riches? How could they have treated the magic in their shop as something helpful but rather normal, and only
decided to look into the cause as an afterthought? Yet this is how most everyone behaves in the world today.
We are surrounded by bounty in this man-made world, a world completely unlike anything that has existed in 
And how very few bother to investigate the causes! We take it all for granted. We use our technology, eat
foods from all over the world available for sale a few blocks from our home, hop on planes that sweep us
through the air to any destination on the planet, instantly communicate with anyone anywhere and have the
expectation of living to the age of 80 and beyond, yet we are remarkably indifferent and incurious about what
forces operate within this world to have turned the cruel state of nature into an earthy paradise. Actually, the
situation is worse than that. Many are openly hostile to the institutions and ideas that have given rise to our
age of plenty. They are plotting to kill the elves. In the fairy tale, there are only two elves. In the real world,
scholars have discerned that there are actually six, and they go by the following namesâ€¦ First, there is private
property, without which there can be no control of the world around us. It would not be necessary if there were
a superabundance of all things, but the reality of scarcity means that exclusive ownership is the first condition
that permits us to improve the world. Collective ownership is a meaningless phrase as it pertains to scarce
resources. Second, there is exchange. So long as it is voluntary, all exchange takes place with the expectation
of mutual benefit. Exchange is a step beyond gift giving because the lives of both parties are made better off
by the acquisition of something new. Exchange is what makes possible the formation of exchange ratios and,
in a money economy, the development of the balance sheet for calculation profit and loss. The is the
foundation of economic rationality. Third, there is the division of labor that permits us all to benefit from
cooperating with one another toward mutual enrichment. This is about more than dividing up productive tasks.
It is about integrating everyone into the great project of building civilization. Even the master of all talents and
skills can benefit by cooperating with the least skilled among us. The discovery of this reality is the beginning
of true enlightenment. It means the replacement of war with trade and the replacement of exploitation with
cooperation. Fourth, there is risk-taking entrepreneurship that bravely pulls back the veil of uncertainty that
hides the future from us and takes a step into the future to bring us every manner of material progress.
Uncertainty over the future is a reality that binds all of humanity; entrepreneurs are those who do not fear this
condition, but rather see this as an opportunity for improving the lives of others at a profit. Fifth, there is
capital accumulation, the amassing of goods that are produced not for consumption, but for the production of
other goods. Capital is what makes possible what F. Capital is what makes planning possible. It makes the
hiring of large workforces possible. It allows investors to plan for and build a bright future. The sixth elf is not
an institution, but a state of mind. It is the desire for a better life and the belief that it can happen if we take the
right steps. It is the belief in the possibility of progress. If we lose this, we lose everything. Even if all the
other conditions are in place, without the intellectual and spiritual commitment to climb higher and higher out
of the state of nature, we will slip further and further into the abyss. This state of mind is the essence of what
came to define the Western mind , and which has now spread to the entire world. Together, these elves
constitute a team with a name, and that name is capitalism. What matters is not the team name but the
constituent parts that make up that team. The study of economics is much like the decision of the shoemaking
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couple that stayed up overnight to find out the cause of their good fortune. They discovered these elves and
found that they had no clothes. They decided to make clothes for them as a reward for their service. So too
should we clothe the institutions that made our world beautiful in order to protect them against the elements
and their enemies. And even after they scurry off into the night, we must never lose consciousness of what
they have done for us.
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Chapter 8 : The Elves And The Shoemaker Exercise - ProProfs Quiz

In Eschwege the people tell about the elves, and especially how they helped poor Shoemaker Jobst in his time of need.
One evening Shoemaker Jobst was sitting sadly in his workroom. His wife, burdened with sorrow, had fallen asleep next
to their poor children.

The Juniper-Tree Long, long ago, some two thousand years or so, there lived a rich man with a good and
beautiful wife. They loved each other dearly, but sorrowed much that they had no children. So greatly did they
desire to have one, that the wife prayed for it day and night, but still they remained childless. In front of the
house there was a court, in which grew a juniper-tree. A month passed, and the snow had all disappeared; then
another month went by, and all the earth was green. So the months followed one another, and first the trees
budded in the woods, and soon the green branches grew thickly intertwined, and then the blossoms began to
fall. Once again the wife stood under the juniper-tree, and it was so full of sweet scent that her heart leaped for
joy, and she was so overcome with her happiness, that she fell on her knees. Presently the fruit became round
and firm, and she was glad and at peace; but when they were fully ripe she picked the berries and ate eagerly
of them, and then she grew sad and ill. A little while later she called her husband, and said to him, weeping.
Her husband buried her under the juniper-tree, and wept bitterly for her. By degrees, however, his sorrow grew
less, and although at times he still grieved over his loss, he was able to go about as usual, and later on he
married again. He now had a little daughter born to him; the child of his first wife was a boy, who was as red
as blood and as white as snow. The mother loved her daughter very much, and when she looked at her and
then looked at the boy, it pierced her heart to think that he would always stand in the way of her own child,
and she was continually thinking how she could get the whole of the property for her. This evil thought took
possession of her more and more, and made her behave very unkindly to the boy. She drove him from place to
place with cuffings and buffetings, so that the poor child went about in fear, and had no peace from the time he
left school to the time he went back. Yes, give me an apple. Then she was overwhelmed with fear at the
thought of what she had done. She was so terrified at this, that she ran crying and screaming to her mother.
But Marleen stood looking on, and wept and wept, and her tears fell into the pot, so that there was no need of
salt. Brother will soon be back. Little Marleen went upstairs and took her best silk handkerchief out of her
bottom drawer, and in it she wrapped all the bones from under the table and carried them outside, and all the
time she did nothing but weep. Then she laid them in the green grass under the juniper- tree, and she had no
sooner done so, then all her sadness seemed to leave her, and she wept no more. And now the juniper-tree
began to move, and the branches waved backwards and forwards, first away from one another, and then
together again, as it might be someone clapping their hands for joy. After this a mist came round the tree, and
in the midst of it there was a burning as of fire, and out of the fire there flew a beautiful bird, that rose high
into the air, singing magnificently, and when it could no more be seen, the juniper-tree stood there as before,
and the silk handkerchief and the bones were gone. Little Marleen now felt as lighthearted and happy as if her
brother were still alive, and she went back to the house and sat down cheerfully to the table and ate. The bird
flew away and alighted on the house of a goldsmith and began to sing: He thought it so beautiful that he got up
and ran out, and as he crossed the threshold he lost one of his slippers. But he ran on into the middle of the
street, with a slipper on one foot and a sock on the other; he still had on his apron, and still held the gold chain
and the pincers in his hands, and so he stood gazing up at the bird, while the sun came shining brightly down
on the street. Sing me that song again. Give that gold chain, and I will sing it you again.
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Chapter 9 : The Elves And The Shoemaker

And so they did. At exactly midnight, two tiny elves tiptoed in and began to work, The Elves and the Shoemaker Kids
Story | Bedtime Stories for Kids - Duration: 

We loved it so much that we gave it five stars shoes. Funny, charming, clever, heartwarming and at times
wonderfully anarchic with adorable, deplorable and outlandish characters and loads for all ages to enjoy.
Christmas in Ipswich is officially here. The perfect fit for children and adults. Joanna Carrick delivers once
again. Thanks for a super night out you lot xxx Go see it!! We loved it so much, thank you" Audience Member
"Went to see the Elves and shoemaker this morning, what a very good show. I took my wife and
granddaughter, laughs all the way through. Lots of kids there too all laughing and having a great time. Well
done yet again RRC. You will not be disappointed" Audience Member "What a fantastic show. The children
had an amazing time and have not stopped talking about it. Years from school thoroughly enjoyed it and even
after seeing it 3 times with different classes Definitely one for the whole family to see, shout, dance to and
enjoy! Thank You Red Rose Chain! I will definitely be back next year to see something else! X" Audience
Member Pre show Pizza Our cafe bar opens 60 mins before each performance and serves a range of
refreshments including delicious artisan pizza, booking in advance is advised. Elvira has bucket-loads of
talent, her shoe designs are legendary, just ask her best buddy Frank. Who wants fancy green Wheezies when
you could have sensible grey boots? Expect a feel-good love story full of shoes, shenanigans and something
for everyone!
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