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A major online tire retailer in the USA recently published a recommendation to riders of Goldwing and
Valkyrie motorcycles to use a Michelin car tire on the rear wheel , quoting advantages such as improved
comfort and traction with less effect from road gravel on handling. The choice of tyre for motorcyclists is
particularly critical to ensure safety and there are many factors to consider. Sidecar outfits and custom
three-wheelers have special considerations and there may be circumstances when the choice of a car tyre is
feasible but for solo motorcycles, the weight of technical opinion from experts is overwhelmingly against the
practice of riding on the darkside. Car tyres are simply not constructed to take sustained lateral loading to the
extent experienced on a motorcycle during cornering. My advice to anyone contemplating using a car tyre on a
motorcycle is simpleâ€¦. Their spokesman told us: A car tyre develops its cornering force by having a slip
angle applied to it, and is not designed to run at the sort of camber angles encountered on a motorcycle. A
motorcycle tyre is designed to develop camber thrust as the bike corners at significant camber angles, and it
has a profile adapted to this. Motorcycle wheels and car wheels differ in profile, and it is essential that the tyre
and the wheel are compatible. Car wheels are not compatible with two wheel motorcycles. In conclusion, we
feel that the use car tyres on two wheel motorcycles should be strongly discouraged. We noted the following
points: Sudden loss of pressure from 40psi would have a devastating effect on handling. Michelin had this to
say: In the event of an accident, the rider would lose the right to claim on the insurance. We also spoke to the
largest insurance company in the USA which specializes in motorcycle insurance who declined our invitation
to comment. TrafficSafe would therefore recommend that US motorcyclists check their policies and enquire
with their insurance provider regarding the validity of their policy before fitting non-standard equipment to
their vehicles. Given the overwhelming weight of opinion against the use of such tyres for two-wheeled
motorcycles, TrafficSafe urges motorcyclists not to be deluded into believing that riding on the darkside is
safe. Websites and forums promoting such a riding style have a duty of responsibility to put the record
straight. TrafficSafe particularly urges the US online tire retailer to retract its public statement encouraging
darkside riding and to fulfil its duty as a responsible tire supplier by not marketing car tires to solo
motorcyclists.
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These are darks months. The days are short the sunlight is rarely seen. It is cold and windy and snowy. Our
spirits are down. We want to run away from the cold and snow hence the Canadian Snowbirds designation to
some where warm and with a beach. Florida, Cuba or any other place south will do just fine. We as a
community have been walking a dark road with our good friend Bec, who died today of cancer. Our hearts go
out of her family especially her children that they will see the the grace and Love of God in this dark journey.
A fellow Pastor that I know is going down a very dark road with his wife who has cancer. This is not his first
journey on this road. My heart breaks for him. Many seniors who have been sick seem to die at this time of
year. Those who are sick become sicker, their strength vanishes, and families mourn. In a world where we are
glamorizing the right to end your own life over and over again I see the ending of a life as an opportunity for
love to triumph. They advocate with the doctors and nurses. They remember the wonderful days they have had
together. Grace flows all over them and around them and leaks out on anyone who comes by. Death is the
final frontier for all of us. Facing it alone is worst than a windy cold January or February day. But if it dies, it
produces many seeds.
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Be Prepared and Carry These Essentials And even once you are satisfied with your setup, you will still want to
ride within limits. While this article is not meant to be comprehensive, it will highlight some practical
suggestions. Making sure you are ready for night riding could one day save your life. Seeing Assuming your
eyesight is OK, the rest of the equation is determining how up to the task your lights are. Some touring bikes
may be pretty well endowed with lighting. On the other hand, some sportbikes and others may be just so-so.
This is a judgment call based on your skill, vision, and risk tolerance, but a lot of stock bikes could stand a
headlight upgrade. Is yours one of them? Headlights perform a few functions: White-colored fog lights are
really just another form of low beam with a sharp cutoff so the light does not reflect back in your face and
blind you. According to Gordon Robertson, VP of powersports lighting for PIAA Corporation USA, the main
reason fog lights were once commonly amber colored is because manufacturers did not have good control of
the lens design, and amber offered less obnoxious reflection off of the oncoming haze. Today the aftermarket
is replete with lighting choices. You can upgrade your existing bulbs with brighter, but same wattage
replacements, and you can try to upgrade the wattage or type of bulb too. If upgrading bulbs, you want to be
sure not to melt your wiring, switch housing, plastic headlight bezel, or over-tax your alternator, so do your
homework. Nor do you want to be obnoxious to others. Running super-bright high beams is OK for back
roads, but around town, auxiliary lights or even white fog lights that approximate a low beam are the way to
go. Assuming your electrical system can handle the draw, you can increase both low and high output and not
blind others. Helping you pick your best solution is beyond the scope of this article, but you can be sure if you
do it right, you can easily double your output or more over stock. Some have found extra lighting opens up a
whole new world they never knew was on the other side of sundown. Being Seen You see the whole gamut
out there. Some riders load up their bikes with LEDs, extra running lights, neon kits, and reflectivity. If you
want to be objective, one dark night you should park your bike somewhere with the lights on, and stand off at
a distance to assess how visible it really is from the front, back and side. While you are at it, shine a light on it
to see how reflective it is. Now imagine how well a car driver who is sleepy, fatigued, stressed, drunk â€” or
all of the above â€” will be able to see you. Or imagine they are texting at night, and you are cruising on your
two-wheeled, dimly lit rocket. Another advantage of dual or auxiliary headlights is you are more likely to be
identified sooner as a motorcycle, rather than a car at a distance, or with one headlight out. Reflective bits
placed strategically can also help a lot. Reflective tapes come in a variety of colors that may nearly match
spots on some bikes to be less conspicuous in the daytime. Or if you are really against covering your bike with
tape swatches, there are reflective decals that look like flames, or other designs. Or you could carefully cut
some reflective tape and discretely place it in a way that does not call attention to itself in the daytime, but will
still do the job at night. Both have their advantages, and both are available in colors from different vendors.
Also, bear in mind that the DOT specifies the color red for the rear of a vehicle, amber for the side, and white
for the front. Keeping the reflectivity colors to spec may help others know if you are coming or going. And
aside from your bike, the same goes for your clothing and helmet. You want to be easily identifiable as a
person when riding. And if you fell and were injured on a dark road, you would want to be visible well before
another motorist could run over you. Carrying a small non-abrasive microfiber cloth and water or safe solvent
to clean your face shield is advisable. And bringing an extra layer or other suitable clothing for nippy evening
temperatures is likewise recommended. Odds are that you are sharing the roads not just with nocturnal
creatures, but one of the most dangerous animals there is: As bad as some are in the daytime, at night they are
statistically more likely to make mistakes, so do not let them tailgate you. Give yourself plenty of space too.
Being fatigued or stressed can make you as disadvantaged as someone with alcohol in his system. But aside
from being aware of possible pitfalls, with enough rest and preparation, riding at night can be a great contrast
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to daytime riding. In the summer it can be comfortably cooler and possibly less crowded. If you realistically
anticipate conditions, you will have a better, safer ride.

Page 4

DOWNLOAD PDF THE DARK ROAD TO TRIUMPH
Chapter 4 : Harley-Davidson CVO Ultra Classic Electric Glide Dark Side Limited Edition
The dark road to triumph Passion Week sermons from a Paris pulpit, including meditations on the seven words from the
cross. by Clayton Edgar Williams. Published by Crowell in New York.

The Danger With Darkness With reduced vision, it becomes much harder to spot hazards, judge corners and
plan ahead. And planning ahead is essential for safe riding. Making matters worse, nighttime brings additional
hazards for the motorcyclist: After the sun goes down, many rural routes also become nearly abandoned,
meaning help from a passing motorist becomes even less likely. Increase Your Vision To increase your vision,
make sure your headlights are properly adjusted. Park yards or so from it, sit on your bike in your usual gear,
making sure your weight is taken by the suspension, giving it its normal sag. Now, alternate between high and
low beam. Low should illuminate the area between your bike and the wall, high should hit the wall from the
ground up. Spend time adjusting your headlight, then hopping back on your bike until you achieve the proper
setting. A little dirt, dust or condensation can have a major impact on the efficacy of your headlight. You
should also check to ensure your headlight bulbs are relatively new. They grow dimmer as they age. Want to
upgrade your headlight? Brighter bulbs are available for most reflector-type lamps. If you have a
projector-type headlight, you can perform an HID conversion relatively easily, but you will need some
knowledge of working with electrics. Aftermarket auxiliary lights are probably the most effective and
expensive upgrade though. Look ahead into the area illuminated by its headlights to see further ahead. You
can also look out for approaching vehicles; their headlamps will make them apparent much earlier than during
the day time. They can also silhouette potential obstacles and hazards, allowing you to identify and react to
them sooner. Late at night, be aware that the prevalence of drunk or otherwise impaired drivers will increase.
Do all the bars in your area let out at the same time? Avoid the road for the hour following that period. Always
be on the look out for drivers behaving in an unpredictable manner and give them plenty of room. Be
especially careful at redlights, stop signs and at an intersection, where impaired drivers are known to speed
through without stopping. Flash your brake lights while stopped, keep your bike in gear, look in your mirrors
and be ready to move out of the way if you spot an approaching risk. Animals are even less predictable than
drunk drivers. They can leap from brush at the roadside at the last second, giving you no time to take evasive
maneuvers. On a bike, even an animal the size of a raccoon or possum can cause you to crash, while deer and
moose can be fatal. The trick here is to be aware of what animals are prevalent in your area, become familiar
with the places you can expect to encounter them, then be on watch for them. In mountainous areas or even
out in the desert, you can expect nighttime temperatures to dip deeply below daytime temperatures. Ride
somewhere during the day and you may be sweating, while at that same place at night, you could literally be
freezing. Check weather forecasts and prepare accordingly. A pair of silk glove liners, a balaclava and a
windproof jacket liner stashed in a bag, pocket or under a seat can be a huge help. With the road less
populated, you should also prepare to fix any common mechanical problems yourself. Attach a small LED
flashlight fitted with a lithium battery to your keychain or stick one in your toolkit. Quality lithium batteries
have a year shelf life and provide more illumination while LED lights require no bulb replacement and are
more rugged. If you have Halogen lights, also carry a spare bulb and everyone should have spare fuses and a
fuse puller in their tool kit. A taillight bulb is also a good idea. If you have the more common tubeless items,
carry a can of Fix-a-Flat. You can fix your tire for real when you get someplace safer. For purposes of not
getting mown-down by an wheeler, be especially careful to stop somewhere well off the road and, if possible,
illuminated. Still, the best safety advice we can give you applies during the daytime too:
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Thanks largely to Ger-man gunners who concentr^ated fire from their battery of howitzers on the wide road along the
river, the little contingent held out for nearly five hours until other units of the 3d Panzer Division arrived to relieve them
before noon.
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