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Goddesses of the arts and proclaimers of heroes! They sing a majority of the songs involved in the film.
Contents [ show ] Background The Muses are presented in Hercules as the five lovely goddesses whose
domain lies in the arts, and they sing of the tales of ancient Greece in a gospel choir style. Calliope voiced by
Lillias White is the muse of epic poetry. She leads the muses and is the tallest of the five with high hair.
Thomas is the muse of history. She has a small ponytail and carries a scroll. Thalia voiced by Roz Ryan is the
muse of comedy. She is the shortest of the five, very fat, plays the trumpet, and is often causing mischief.
Terpsichore voiced by LaChanze is the muse of dance. She is the second-shortest of the five, with Bantu knots
in the front and loose curls in the back. She is the only muse that has ever come in contact with Hercules
teaching him how to dance in "Hercules and the Muse of Dance". Melpomene voiced by Cheryl Freeman is
the muse of tragedy. She has long, curly hair to her waist and carries a mask with a frowning face. Powers and
abilities As goddesses, the muses possess the natural powers and abilities of Olympian deities such as
immortality, omnipresence, high-level of durability, vast stamina and speed and strength with excellent
reflexes and balancing and insight and responses, acrobatic skills beyond of normal humans, and the potential
to do Magic, such as the ability to shape-shift, teleport, and to manifest as objects. As the goddesses of the
Arts, they possess the natural ability to charm and entrance those who hear their hypnotically beautiful and
soft melodious vocalizing melodies and songs. As their domain lies in the arts, they exist virtually anywhere
they are presented or portrayed as a work of art as paintings, statues, etc. This is most evident when they use
this power to communicate with Megara. Finally, they appear in the finale, singing the song " A Star Is Born ",
in which Hercules is declared a true hero, and everybody gets their happy ending. The Muses often appear in
the series. They sing a shorter, altered version of "Zero to Hero" and have many speaking roles. They appear
briefly in the Phineas and Ferb episode " Greece Lightning ", on a vase in the museum. Gallery The Disney
Wiki has a collection of images and media related to Muses. Trivia There are in fact nine major Greek Muses.
Erato - the muse of love poetry. Polyhymnia - the muse of sacred poetry. Euterpe - the muse of music and
sound. Urania - the muse of astronomy. However, the goddess of Love, Aphrodite , would be more likely to
try to convince her than the goddesses of the Arts. Though the Arts have long been used as expressions of
Love; and a statue of Aphrodite appeared briefly. In most myths, the Muses are the daughters of Zeus and
Mnemosyne. This would make them half-sisters of Hercules. The Spice Girls were originally considered for
the roles of the Muses due to their massive popularity and worldwide success at the time.
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Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Dissent does not normally
publish statements by organizations, but this is the second time we are publishing a declaration by this
Association because of its courage and remarkable moral and political intelligence. In summer we published
its "Muslim Manifesto from France. We oppose misogyny, homophobia, antiSemitism , and the political use
of Islam. We assert a living secularism. He had been shocked by some of the political rhetoric that
accompanied protests against the French law barring headscarves in schools. A long list of non-Muslim
sympathizers then signed up to express their solidarity. Now Allal and his colleagues have made their voices
heard again, this time with the statement "For Freedom of Expression" that we publish here. It originally
appeared in the February 8, , issue of Charlie Hebdo, a Paris weeklyâ€”along with the offending cartoons. The
French and European newspapers have been filled with varying perspectives on the cartoon controversy, and
we follow the statement with an article by philosopher Alain Finkielkraut that appeared in Liberation, the
left-wing French daily, on February 9, Although Finkielkraut offers a vigorous defense of free expression as
well, he provides a different take on the protests and current developments in the Middle East. The newspaper
was then pulled off the newsstands , and its editor was dismissed. There are people in Islamic countries who
think the same way as these Jordanian editors do, but who are not allowed to express it. They lack freedom of
expression more than anyone else. We can discuss and argue about the quality of these cartoons and whether
or not they were influenced by the rightist and racist atmosphere in Denmark and some other European
countries. But it is something else entirely when there are calls for the murder of the cartoonists , indeed of an
entire nation in the name of God. We must defend those who are being attacked by extremists in the name of
Islam. Are we going to wait for another tragic incident to realize that the "party is over," as a French journalist
wrote at the time of the Theo van Gogh affair? A challenge has been issued to freedom of expression. It was
orchestrated four months after the fact, after the cartoons were originally published. Its aim is to bar freedom
of thought and expression by artists, intellectuals, and by any critic of religion
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Angrily, Disney refused the deal and returned to produce the final Oswald cartoons he contractually owed
Mintz. Disney was dismayed at the betrayal by his staff but determined to restart from scratch. The new
Disney Studio initially consisted of animator Ub Iwerks and a loyal apprentice artist, Les Clark , who together
with Wilfred Jackson were among the few who remained loyal to Walt. One lesson Disney learned from the
experience was to thereafter always make sure that he owned all rights to the characters produced by his
company. In the spring of , Disney asked Ub Iwerks to start drawing up new character ideas. Iwerks tried
sketches of various animals, such as dogs and cats, but none of these appealed to Disney. A female cow and
male horse were also rejected. They would later turn up as Clarabelle Cow and Horace Horsecollar. A male
frog was also rejected. These inspired Ub Iwerks to create a new mouse character for Disney. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. Later, they were drawn to always appear circular no matter which way Mickey was facing. This
made Mickey easily recognizable to audiences and made his ears an unofficial personal trademark. The
circular rule later created a dilemma for toy creators who had to recreate a three-dimensional Mickey. Disney
said that this was both an artistic and financial decision, explaining "Artistically five digits are too many for a
mouse. His hand would look like a bunch of bananas. Financially, not having an extra finger in each of 45,
drawings that make up a six and one-half minute short has saved the Studio millions. The use of white gloves
would prove to be an influential design for cartoon characters, particularly with later Disney characters, but
also with non-Disney characters such as Bugs Bunny , Woody Woodpecker , Mighty Mouse , and Mario. In
Steamboat Willie , the bottom portion of the black outlines was removed, although the upper edges still
contrasted with his head. This is evident only when Mickey blinks. Fred Moore later redesigned the eyes to be
small white eyes with pupils and gave his face a Caucasian skin tone instead of plain white. This new Mickey
first appeared in on the cover of a party program, and in animation the following year with the release of The
Pointer. Disney had Ub Iwerks secretly begin animating a new cartoon while still under contract with
Universal. The cartoon was co-directed by Walt Disney and Ub Iwerks. Iwerks was the main animator for the
short and reportedly spent six weeks working on it. In fact, Iwerks was the main animator for every Disney
short released in and Hugh Harman and Rudolf Ising also assisted Disney during those years. They had
already signed their contracts with Charles Mintz, but he was still in the process of forming his new studio and
so for the time being they were still employed by Disney. This short would be the last they animated under
this somewhat awkward situation. It was co-directed by Walt Disney and Ub Iwerks. Fleischer Studios ,
headed by brothers Dave and Max Fleischer , had already released a number of sound cartoons using the
DeForest system in the mids. However, these cartoons did not keep the sound synchronized throughout the
film. For Willie, Disney had the sound recorded with a click track that kept the musicians on the beat. This
role has been variously attributed to Wilfred Jackson, Carl Stalling and Bert Lewis, but identification remains
uncertain. Sound films or "talkies" were still considered innovative. The first feature-length movie with
dialogue sequences, The Jazz Singer starring Al Jolson , was released on October 6, Within a year of its
success, most United States movie theaters had installed sound film equipment. Walt Disney apparently
intended to take advantage of this new trend and, arguably, managed to succeed. Most other cartoon studios
were still producing silent products and so were unable to effectively act as competition to Disney. As a result,
Mickey would soon become the most prominent animated character of the time. A fourth Mickey short, The
Barn Dance, was also put into production; however, Mickey does not actually speak until The Karnival Kid in
when his first spoken words were "Hot dogs, Hot dogs! By , Felix would lose popularity among theater
audiences, and Pat Sullivan decided to produce all future Felix cartoons in sound as a result. The Opry House
March 28, was the first time in which Mickey wore his white gloves. Mickey wears them in almost all of his
subsequent appearances and many other characters followed suit. Although Mickey and Minnie still
maintained their anthropomorphic characteristics, they were depicted as the size of regular mice and living
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with a community many other mice as pests in a home. Mickey and Minnie would later appear the size of
regular humans in their own setting. In appearances with real humans, Mickey has been shown to be about two
to three feet high. The Barnyard Battle April 25, was the only film to depict Mickey as a soldier and also the
first to place him in combat. The Karnival Kid was the first time Mickey spoke. Before this he had only
whistled, laughed, and grunted. His first words were "Hot dogs! Powers and Disney had a falling out over
money due Disney from the distribution deal. Walt lost the man who served as his closest colleague and
confidant since Mickey lost the man responsible for his original design and for the direction or animation of
several of the shorts released till this point. Later Disney Company reissues of the early cartoons tend to credit
Walt Disney alone. Disney and his remaining staff continued the production of the Mickey series, and he was
able to eventually find a number of animators to replace Iwerks. Despite being eclipsed by the Silly
Symphonies short the Three Little Pigs in , Mickey still maintained great popularity among theater audiences
too, until , when polls showed that Popeye was more popular than Mickey. As he had developed into a role
model for children, they were limited in the types of gags they could make. This led to Mickey taking more of
a secondary role in some of his next films allowing for more emphasis on other characters. Color films â€”
Mickey in The Band Concert Mickey first appeared animated in color in Parade of the Award Nominees in ,
however, the film strip was created for the 5th Academy Awards ceremony and was not released to the public.
The Technicolor film process was used in the film production. Here Mickey conducted the William Tell
Overture, but the band is swept up by a tornado. It is said that conductor Arturo Toscanini so loved this short
that, upon first seeing it, he asked the projectionist to run it again. In , The Band Concert was voted the
third-greatest cartoon of all time in a poll of animation professionals. By colorizing and partially redesigning
Mickey, Walt would put Mickey back on top once again, and Mickey would reach popularity he never reached
before as audiences now gave him more appeal. However, by , the more manic Donald Duck would surpass
the passive Mickey, resulting in a redesign of the mouse between and that put Mickey at the peak of his
popularity. Together, Mickey, Donald Duck, and Goofy would go on several adventures together. Mickey was
redesigned by animator Fred Moore which was first seen in The Pointer Instead of having solid black eyes,
Mickey was given white eyes with pupils, a Caucasian skin colored face, and a pear-shaped body. But this
change would only last for a short period of time before returning to the one in "The Pointer", with the
exception of his pants. In his final theatrical cartoons in the s, he was given eyebrows, which were removed in
the more recent cartoons. Mickey in Fantasia In Mickey appeared in his first feature-length film, Fantasia.
The segment features no dialogue at all, only the music. When the well eventually overflows, Mickey finds
himself unable to control the broom, leading to a near-flood. After the segment ends, Mickey is seen in
silhouette shaking hands with Leopold Stokowski , who conducts all the music heard in Fantasia. It was also
featured into the climax of Fantasmic! The last regular installment of the Mickey Mouse film series came in
with The Simple Things in which Mickey and Pluto go fishing and are pestered by a flock of seagulls.
Television and later films In the s, Mickey became more known for his appearances on television, particularly
with The Mickey Mouse Club. This was followed up in with The Prince and the Pauper. Throughout the
decades, Mickey Mouse competed with Warner Bros. Disney and Warner signed an agreement stating that
each character had the same amount of screen time in the scene. Similar to his animated inclusion into a
live-action film on Roger Rabbit, Mickey made a featured cameo appearance in the television special The
Muppets at Walt Disney World where he met Kermit the Frog. The two are established in the story as having
been old friends. The Muppets have otherwise spoofed and referenced Mickey over a dozen times since the s.
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Syndicated cartoonist and illustrator Tim Jackson offers an unprecedented look at the rich yet largely untold story of
African American cartoon artists. This book provides a historical record of the men and women who created
seventy-plus comic strips, many editorial cartoons, and illustrations for.
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