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The Book of Isaiah is one of the most important books of the Old Testament. While little is known of the personal life of
the prophet, he is considered to be one of the greatest of them all. The book is a collection of oracles, prophecies, and
reports; but the common theme is the message of salvation.

They encouraged Your people to continue in holiness, and they warned Your people of the consequences of
persisting in sin. But they were also sent to prepare the people to recognize the coming of the
Redeemer-Messiah, Your supreme prophet who was coming to restore the fellowship mankind lost in the sin
of Adam. Today we look to the lives of Your holy prophets as examples of faith and perseverance in a time of
trial and persecution. Give us the courage and conviction of Your Old Testament prophets so that we can carry
the voice of Christ and His message of salvation to a world where so many are lost and alienated from You.
Please send Your Holy Spirit to guide us as we study the life and ministry of the prophet Isaiah whose
prophecies foretold the ministry, suffering, death, and glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ. It is essential that the
revealed Word radically enrich our catechesis and all our efforts to pass on the faith. Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium Apostolic exhortation on evangelization The Role of a Prophet All true prophets were called and
commissioned directly by Yahweh and served in what was one of the three holy offices in which a person was
anointed for service: A prophet could not be appointed by kings, or priests, nor was their office hereditary.
They only owed their allegiance to Yahweh since they served as His "voice" to the covenant people and
sometimes to the Gentile nations that were the neighbors of Israel. It is a noun connected with Hebrew a root
that means "to call," "to proclaim. For example, in Exodus 4: As Yahweh told the prophet Jeremiah, "I have
put my words into your mouth" Jer 1: The legitimacy of a prophet was confirmed in two ways: These rules of
legitimacy are recorded in Scripture; for example: God told the Israelites: The prophet has spoken
presumptuously. You have nothing to fear from him" Dt Paul wrote to St. The time is sure to come when
people will not accept sound teaching, but their ears will be itching for anything new and they will collect
themselves a whole series of teachers according to their own tastes; and then they will shut their ears to the
truth and will turn to myths. But you must keep steady all the time; put up with suffering; do the work of
preaching the Gospel; fulfil the service asked of you 2 Tim 4: A failure to meet these standards meant that the
"voice" of a prophet or teacher was false and was not to be trusted or followed. Authorship of the Book of
Isaiah In the Christian canon of the Old Testament and in the Jewish canon of Sacred Scripture, the Book of
Isaiah is the first of the books of the four "Major Prophets", and it is the longest of the books of the literary
prophets. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel are the four "Major Prophets" not because they are more
important than the other twelve "Minor Prophets" also called "Former" and "Latter Prophets" because of their
placement of their books , nor are they the oldest of the literary prophets, but because of the span of the years
of their prophetic ministries. God is the author of the prophetic book, but Isaiah, son of Amoz, is named as the
inspired writer of the Book of Isaiah Is 1: According to Jewish tradition, it was during the reign of King
Manasseh of Judah that Isaiah was martyred by being sawn in half Heb The spelling of the names of the two
men are different in Hebrew reflected in the English translations , and although Amos the prophet was from
Judah, he was a humble man and unlikely to be the father of the very literary Isaiah. Isaiah apparently
unrestricted access to the kings of Judah and the direct way in which he addresses them might be taken as
evidence supporting this tradition, but other prophets like Elijah, Elisha, Samuel, and Nathan spoke equally
freely with kings and there is no suggestion of royalty in their lineage, only the confidence of an authority that
come from being an anointed prophet of God. Isaiah may have been a member of an important family in
Jerusalem, or perhaps he had ties to the royal family, or perhaps he was an official court prophet, which would
explain his unlimited access to the royal court Is 3: Prophets, Kings and Missions.
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Summary Summary of the Book of Isaiah. This summary of the book of Isaiah provides information about the title,
author(s), date of writing, chronology, theme, theology, outline, a brief overview, and the chapters of the Book of Isaiah.

The opening chapter may be addressing the situation Judah faced at the time of the Assyrian invasion in the
days of King Hezekiah. In the days of Uzziah and Jotham, the nation of Judah experienced a period of great
prosperity and not a small measure of military power 2: Although it did not attain unto the Golden Age under
King Solomon, the times of Uzziah and Jotham certainly rivaled those past days of splendor. But the outward
splendor and abundance of material prosperity was itself rivaled by spiritual degeneration and decay. The
worship of Jehovah had become reduced to merely an outward formality 1: Beneath the veneer of formalistic
religious observance there resided a heart that was in rebellion against Jehovah and that manifested a
deep-seated defiance against Him and His holy commandments 1: In consequence of their spiritual apostasy,
the society of Judah became characterized by injustice 3: With the ascension of Ahaz to the throne, the
spiritual apostasy of the heart became blatant religious apostasy. The worship of Jehovah, which had been
carried on with outward regularity, was now rivaled and even replaced by open idolatry 2: It appears that in
the course of time, when faced with a national crisis in the form of foreign invasion, rather than forsaking their
sins, the people forsook Jehovah their God It is in this setting that Isaiah is divinely commissioned to bring
the Word of God to the people of Judah 6: Cause their ears to become closed, and shut their eyes; so that they
may not see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and return to me and be healed.
Ironically, the very message that was originally intended for salvation would now become to these people an
instrument of judgment. Yet, the continued exposure to that sacred Wordâ€”without the response of faith and
obedienceâ€”would result in the people becoming callous to that life-giving Word. But, before we proceed, it
must be pointed out that in the midst of this widespread apostasy, there were those who remained faithful to
Jehovah and thereby proved themselves to be numbered among His redeemed 3: It was especially during the
reign of King Ahaz that this process of judicial hardening was set in motion and that the apostate nation was
consigned to face the judgment of which it was deserving. It was at this time that Judah found itself threatened
by the nations of Israel and Syria who were aligned against it for the purpose of overthrowing it 7: As an
encouragement to faith and repentance, Jehovah condescends to perform for Ahaz whatever sign he might
request 7: Prior to the fulfillment of the divinely-pronounced judgment, Jehovah in His mercy did grant the
nation of Judah a period of revival in the days of the godly King Hezekiah Hezekiah was devoted to Jehovah
and sought to bring the nation back to a true worship of Jehovah. But following this period of reformation,
both as a time of testing and in fulfillment of His previous warning, Jehovah did allow the Assyrian armies to
invade the land 2 Chronicles It appears that the nation sought to ward off this crisis by offering to Jehovah a
superabundance of superficial religious observance while holding onto their social and personal sins 1: When
these efforts failed, it appears that the nation rejected Jehovah, resorting to full-scale idolatry 8: At the last
moment, however, the remnant was spared, due to the intercession of their representative, the godly King
Hezekiah. Unlike Ahaz, who had refused to put his trust in Jehovah, Hezekiah appealed to Jehovah with
confidence for deliverance Jehovah responded by destroying the Assyrian armies and sending King
Sennacherib back home in disgrace When Hezekiah refused to imitate the unbelief of Ahaz, he proved to be
the instrument of deliverance for his nation. But when he subsequently exhibited the devilish attribute of pride
note Thus it is that the latter portion of the Book of Isaiah contains some of the most outstanding prophecies
of Christ and His redemptive work The Authorship of the Book In , operating from the assumptions of
rationalism and anti-supernaturalism, Johann C. Doederlein, professor of theology at Jenna, propounded the
view that the Book of Isaiah was in fact composed of two distinct volumes: Chapters were written by the
eighth century B. In addition to their arbitrary anti-supernatural bias i. For further study of this subject, the
student is referred to the bibliography that appears at the end of this article. Isaiah is the necessary follow-up
to the conclusion of chapter Chapters also contain predictions of distant future events. The claim of the critics
is that the Old Testament prophets predominantly, if not exclusively, addressed their contemporaries and the
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historical situation with which they were presently confronted. Therefore, since chapters focus on distant
future historical events, from the perspective of eighth century B. Isaiah, those chapters must have been
written some time in the sixth century B. However, chapters also contain prophecies of distant future events
from the perspective of the eighth century B. Chapters form an oracle about the defeat of Babylon at the hands
of the Medes The fact that this oracle presents the destruction of Babylon in eschatological terms The
idolatry depicted and denounced in chapters is pertinent to eighth century B. Judah, not the Exilic or
Post-Exilic period. Gleason Archer observes that the ritual prostitution referred to in such passages as The
terrible ordeal of the Babylonian captivity had brought about a complete rejection of graven images on the part
of the Jewish remnant â€¦ in light of this evidence, it is impossible to hold that Isaiah II i. In the writings of
Ezra and Nehemiah, who came from the region of Babylon â€¦ we have a fair sample of the type of Hebrew
spoken by the Jews who returned from the Exile to Palestine and settled in their homeland during the fifth
century B. These writings show a certain amount of linguistic intrusion from Aramaic and are studded with
Babylonian terms. But there is complete absence of such influence in the language of Isaiah II. It is written in
perfectly pure Hebrew, free from any post-Exilic characteristics and closely resembling the Hebrew of Isaiah I
i. It is quite inconceivable that this name should have been forgotten had he been some individual other than
the Eighth Century Isaiah himself â€¦ It is commonly conceded that the author of these passages chapters must
be regarded as the greatest of all Old Testament prophets. How could it have come about that such a
pre-eminent genius â€¦ should have been completely forgotten? Verse 38 quotes Isaiah Then the inspired
apostle comments in verse Bibliography Archer, Gleason L. Isaiah Bible Study Courses Section 1.
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Before You Read Isaiah, Read This,Christopher R. Smith - Study from the Bible and be encouraged to grow your faith! If
you want to understand the book of Isaiah, don't read straight through it.

Bond lecture on the Book of Isaiah " Who was Isaiah? Little is known of the personal life of the prophet, but
in Bible study Isaiah is considered to be one of the greatest of all the Hebrew prophets. He lived and worked in
Jerusalem from about to BCE. Isaiah was a prophet to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, and to its capital city,
Jerusalem. As a young man he was influenced by the prophets Amos and Hosea compare Isa. He was also
contemporary with Micah see Mic. Isaiah was married to a prophetess and had at least two sons: The prophet
was the son of Amoz, who experienced over sixty years of public life and ministry in an effort to bring the
nation back to Yahweh. According to tradition he was sawn in half by Manasseh, the wicked son of Hezekiah.
Some scholars believe that the writer to the Letter to the Hebrews refers to the assassination of Isaiah: Isaiah
prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and also may have lived past Hezekiah into
the reign of Manasseh. Assuming that he was a young man at the death of Uzziah in BCE when his official
ministry began, he might have been 70 or 80 at the time of his death ca. Background to the Isaianic writings
The writings attributed to Isaiah are by a brilliant writer or writers , using nearly 2, different Hebrew
wordsâ€”more than any other Old Testament writer. For example as in Isaiah 5: My loved one had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside. Isaiah began preaching during the Assyrian crisis, shortly before Assyria destroyed the
northern kingdom and was threatening the southern kingdom. Hezekiah, king of the southern kingdom of
Judah, was able to survive that invasion through the help of the prophet. The second half of the book focuses
on the coming exile and captivity in Babylon. The prophet has no idea when this will happen. For Isaiah it
could have come right after the death of Hezekiah, which means his audience might be the very people to go
into the exile. So he began to prepare them. However, history shows that it would not be that generation, for
the exile began about one hundred years after the death of Isaiah The second half of the book looks in a more
general way to that future time and offers a message of comfort and hope for the exiles of Judah, as well as
descriptions of the restoration to Jerusalem. The hope of such a salvation culminates in a glorious vision of the
new heavens and the new earth in the age to come. Thus for Bible study Isaiah ultimately has universal
application for all humanity. The Sitz-im-Leben of the second half of the book is Babylon, then Jerusalem
again, and ultimately beyond in the age to come. The intended audience of the first half of the book is
pre-exilic Israel; the target audience in the second half of the book is clearly Israel during the exile and at the
return. The clearly discernible First, Deutero second , and even Trito third Isaiahs within the one book has
generated considerable discussion among critical scholars concerning the unity of the book and the prophet
himself. The authorship and unity of the Book of Isaiah In Bible study Isaiah as author and the unity of the
Book are very complicated issues. Many modern scholars have accepted the view that there are multiple
authors of the book. According to Old Testament scholar R. In critical Bible study Isaiah is believed to have
been written by two, or even three, authors. Two types of evidence are presented: Isaiah has a post-exilic
perspective. It describes the fall of Babylon, and Isaiah 44 and 45 even names its conqueror, Cyrus. So far as
the language is concerned, C. Some critics see these chapters as an essential unity and suggest that they are the
work of an unknown prophet of the exile, known to scholars as Deutero- or Second Isaiah. Other critics are
unconvinced that chapters were the work of one individual. In theologically conservative Bible study Isaiah is
regarded as having an essential unity. The linguistic differences can be explained by the difference in subject
matter between the two sections. There is evidence against the critical theory of two Isaiahs. No early tradition
supports it. New Testament authors quote from Isaiah some 50 times, and treat both sections as the work of
Isaiah see Matt. For Bible study Isaiah must be viewed in light of these critical issues. Walter Brueggemann
identifies three distinct models of interpretation of the Book of Isaiah: This approach reflects conservative
scholarship, which seeks to keep the entire book connected to the prophet Isaiah and to the eighth century
BCE. Much of the first part of the book refers unequivocally to such a historical character, and that the later
part beyond question refers to circumstances and events long after the lifetime of the prophet. According to the
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historical-critical consensus, chapters are associated with Isaiah of the eighth century BCE in the context of
the Assyrian Empire between and Chapters are usually dated to BCE, around the time when the rising Persian
Empire displaced the hated and brutal rule of the Babylonians. Chapters are dated as late as BCE, when the
Jews who had returned from the exile where engaged in the difficult task of rebuilding and reshaping the
faith-community after its long exile. Brueggemann notes that this approach continues to dominate modern
scholarship. This is not a wholesale return to the traditional approach. Webb is convinced that in Bible study
Isaiah can be seen as a unity. However, he is right to point out that there are various kinds of unity, of which
unity of authorship is only one. A book may be from various hands, but have an editorial unity imposed by a
final redactor editor who gives the material its final form. The book may have a fundamental theological unity
because it is the expression of a single theological tradition. For Bible study Isaiah is best accepted as it is
presented in Scripture: For a more thorough discussion of the fascinating subject of the authorship and unity of
Isaiah with footnotes and bibliography, order my eBook Insights into Isaiah, second Edition. You may
purchase the. You will be asked to supply an email delivery address to which we can email your. We can
normally email. However, when we are traveling, especially overseas, we are not always able to check our
website and emails every day. Please be patient if delivery is delayed for this reason as we do not have a home
office staff. Comments Have your say about what you just read! Leave me a comment in the box below.
Contributions are deductible under section
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Isaiah is a treasure because it helps us treasure Christ. Drew Hunter (MA, Wheaton College) is the teaching pastor at
Zionsville Fellowship in Zionsville, Indiana. He previously served as a minister for young adults at Grace Church of
DuPage and taught religious studies at College of DuPage.

While little is known of the personal life of the prophet, he is considered to be one of the greatest of them all.
The book is a collection of oracles, prophecies, and reports; but the common theme is the message of
salvation. There was, according to these writings, no hope in anything that was made by people. The northern
kingdom of Israel had been carried into captivity B. The kingdom of Assyria had dominated the Fertile
Crescent and posed a major threat to both kingdoms; and the kingdom of Babylon was gaining power and
would replace Assyria as the dominant threat. In view of the fast-changing international scene, the people of
Israel would be concerned about their lot in lifeâ€”what would become of the promises of God? How could
the chosen people survive, let alone be a theocracy again? And must the remnant of the righteous also suffer
with the nation that for all purposes was pagan? To these and many other questions the book addresses itself.
There would be a purging of the nation because God is holy. Before the nation could inherit the promises
made to the fathers, it would have to be made holy. So God would use the pagan nations to chasten Israel for
its sins and cleanse it from iniquity. And even though the judgment of the captivity would punish sin and
destroy the wicked unbelievers, the removal of iniquity would ultimately be the work of the Servant of the
LORD, the promised Messiah. On the basis of such cleansing and purification, God would then establish the
golden age, a time of peace and prosperity that the world has never known. When the holy God would make
the remnant holy, then He would use them to rule over the nations rather than allow the nations again to
discipline them. He prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and also may have lived
past Hezekiah into the reign of Manasseh. Assuming that he was a young man at the death of Uzziah in B.
Therefore, the prophet would have ministered for at least 60 years in an effort to bring the nation back to God.
The prophet began preaching during the Assyrian crisis, about the time Assyria destroyed the northern
kingdom and was threatening the southern kingdom. The book includes this historical interlude before the
second half which focuses on that captivity in Babylon. The prophet has no idea when that captivity would
come; for him it could have come right after the death of Hezekiah, and that would mean his audience might
be the people to go into the exile. And so he began to prepare themâ€”but it would not be that generation, for
the exile began about years after the death of Isaiah. But the second portion of the book looks in a general way
to that future time and writes his message of comfort and hope for the exiles of Judah, as well as descriptions
of the restoration to Jerusalem. The hope of such a salvation issues into the glorious vision of the new heavens
and the new earth in the age to come. So the setting of the first half of the book is Judah in the days of the
Assyrians, and the setting of the second half of the book is Babylon, then Jerusalem again, and then beyond in
the age to come. In both parts the oracles often look to the distant future for their main meaning and
application. The fact that each section includes vivid descriptions as well as general and poetic descriptions
has fueled controversy about the unity of the book and the prophet himself. The Assyrian Period On the one
hand we have the historical background of the book during the Assyrian crisis. Here are some of the most
crucial events in this period: The important comparative material can be read in ANET, p. This may have
taken place in although Young in his commentary says According to 2 Kings 15, 16, there was an attempt to
set up Ben Tabil on the throne when Ahaz of the Davidic dynasty did not go along with the treaty. The
accounts can be read in 2 Chronicles It was in that Samaria finally fell to Sargon II, the general under and
successor to Shalmaneser the first king started the siege of Samaria and died during the time; his successor
finished off the kingdom of Israel. In Ashdod rebelled against Sargon Isa. In Hezekiah rebelled against
Sennacherib Isa. Since Tirhaqah of Ethiopia was involved, the literature also includes the Ethiopian records.
Of course, only the Bible tells of the destruction of the Assyrian army by the Angel of Yahweh. So there is a
major section of the book written against the backdrop of the Assyrian crisis. The Babylonian Period On the
other hand we have the apparent setting of the circumstances of the Babylonian captivity, B. Actually, the
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passages do not include very specific details and descriptions of Babylon or the exile in the oraclesâ€”not
anything like the Assyrian backgroundâ€”there are not the firsthand, eye-witness accounts of life and
circumstances in Babylon one would expect if the author had lived thee. The most specific reference comes
with the mentioning of the name of the king of Persia, Cyrus, who would conquer Babylon Isa. The presence
of this name in the book has prompted many to see the second part of the collection as the work of another
prophet, one who lived closer to the events and could reasonably be expected to use a name like Cyrus since
he would be more of an eye-witness. The Persian Deliverance What can we make of the use of the name of
Cyrus in the oracles? Critical scholarship finds it too difficult to accept that a prophet could predict the name
of a king some years before he came on the scene. But was the Persian empire or such a name that obscure? It
is helpful to have the history clear in our minds before discussing the critical issues. The royal line of which
Cyrus was a part was founded by Achaemenes, who ruled from contemporary with Isaiah. It was he whose
name was taken for the empire, the Achaemenid Empire. His son was Teispes ; he expanded the boundaries of
Parsa Persia as far south as Pasargadae. Because his empire was so great, he divided it between his two sons,
Ariaramnes in the south and Cyrus I in the north. This division meant that there was a ruler known as Cyrus
around 70 years before Israel went into captivity. Teispes also regained independence from the Medes, who
had made Parsa a vassal in Cambyses was placed over the empire when Persia became a Median province
again; he married the daughter of Astyages. Cyrus II, being the offspring of that marriage, thereby uniting in
himself the royal houses of the Medes and the Persians. Cyrus was in fact a vassal of his grandfather in the
State of Persia. He organized the Persian states and made a pact with Nabonidus of Babylonâ€”against the law
of Astyages. When he was summoned to Ecbatana to answer for this, he refused to go. Astyges then attacked
his willful grandson, but was defeated and taken prisoner. Cyrus took Ecbatana and made Media a province of
Persia. Thus began his great empire. When it came time to take Babylon, the people were eager for Cyrus the
Great to do it, for they were bitter against their king Nabonidus who rejected their worship of Marduk and kept
them exploited as slaves. We shall return to this issue later. But it is important to realize that the movements of
these world powers were well-known in the various courts, including Jerusalem. And the Book of Isaiah gives
sufficient evidence that the prophet knew international affairs. The growth and influence of the Persian empire
was not hidden from the rest of the world; this state and its kings were not non-existent until B. For the
prophet, Persia seems to be the next major power after Assyria. Babylon has a brief interlude when she
destroys Nineveh, but the rising power is beyond Babylon. The prophet Isaiah was certainly inspired by God;
but he probably knew a great deal too. God revealed to him that Babylon would take Judea into captivity, and
that a Persian king would allow them to come back. The Outline of the Book The following outline of the
contents of the book will enable us to gain a quick overview and see how the different parts fit together. The
Book Of Judgment 1: The Message of Immanuel 7: The judgment on the nation and the deliverance by the
birth and reign of the Son 8: The doom of Samaria for its perversion of justice 9: The Burden upon the Nations
Philistia will howl over its calamity Moab is lamented for her doom Damascus and Samaria will be plagued
Ethiopia will be destroyed but left an access to God Egypt will be confounded but in the future will be part of
the covenant with access Edom is threatened Arabia has a set time for calamity Jerusalem will be invaded
Tyre will be overthrown A song of rejoicing in the consolation of Judah in the time of trouble, and an
exhortation to faith Woes upon Unbelievers in Israel The blind souls of Jerusalem who deceive will be turned
over to the insatiable enemies so that the nation may be sanctified for a blessing The rebuke is given for
trusting in allies rather than in the LORD in the time of chastening, which is designed to bring about faith The
people should turn from allies and trust in God who alone can bring down Assyria Judgment will fall on the
enemies of Israel but there will be great privileges for the believers in Israel Further Messages of Judgment
and Promise The blessing of the redeemed is to see the kingdom of peace and prosperity, physically and
spiritually The Book Of Hezekiah The encouragement of Isaiah in the time of mourning at the reception of
the letter from Sennacherib prompts a prayer that leads to victory The king offers a song of praise for his
deliverance. The prophet announces the Babylonian captivity. The Book Of Comfort The exhortation of God
over the raising of the Persian deliverer, over His promises, and over the folly of idols
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In Bible study Isaiah is widely accepted as "the greatest Old Testament prophet with a message for today," in the words
of Bible teacher and pastor Charles P. Schmidt.. Isaiah has also been called both the "messianic prophet" and the
"evangelical prophet.

As a whole, the book is a rather large collection of writings that were produced by a number of different
authors, some of whom were separated by relatively long periods of time. For example, Old Testament
scholars have long recognized that Chapters 1â€”39 constitute a unit that is quite separate and distinct from
Chapters 40â€” Generally, Chapters 1â€”39 are attributed to the prophet Isaiah. These chapters deal primarily
with Judah and Jerusalem at a time when the city was still standing and when the southern kingdom was
threatened with invasion by the Assyrians. The group of chapters beginning with Chapter 40 appears to have
been written from the point of view of conditions that prevailed more than a century later. In fact, the writer
indicates very clearly that the Babylonian captivity has existed for a long time. He believes that the
punishment is nearly complete; the time is close at hand when the captives will return to their homeland and
rebuild the city of Jerusalem, which has long been in ruins. A careful reading of each of these two groups of
chapters reveals that the prophet Isaiah did not write all of the first thirty-nine chapters, nor did one person
write all that is contained in Chapters 40â€” Ample evidence indicates the work of several different authors.
The editors who assembled the entire collection of manuscripts placed them all under the name of Isaiah
because they were quite certain of those materials that belonged to him, and putting them all together indicated
their location in the sacred writings rather than precise authorship of each part. Isaiah was a prophet of the
southern kingdom. His call to a prophetic life took place in the year that King Uzziah died B. He reigned for
approximately half a century, and during this time, the kingdom enjoyed its greatest period of prosperity.
Commercial relations were established with neighboring states, and the internal resources of the country were
developed. However, this increase in wealth and the way in which it was distributed brought about some
serious problems. The contrast between the rich and the poor reached an alarming state, which brought threats
of a revolt from those who were deprived of their lands and other possessions. Then, too, there was an added
threat from without, for the advance of the Assyrians against northern Israel was an indication that the time
was not far distant when Judah might expect an invasion by the Assyrians. The situation was indeed ominous,
but because Uzziah was a strong and able ruler, the people had confidence that he would know how to deal
with these problems. Then came the startling news that the king had leprosy and would have to leave
Jerusalem and live in a leper colony outside the city. Instead, he was a weak and vacillating person quite
unable to inspire confidence on the part of his subjects. Uzziah lived for three years in the leper colony. The
news of his death brought shock and consternation to the entire kingdom. During this time and under these
critical circumstances, Isaiah became a prophet. The vision that he interpreted as his call to service is recorded
in Chapter 6 of the Book of Isaiah. The scene in which the vision occurred is the Temple in the city of
Jerusalem. Here the religious life of the nation was centered, and to this place Isaiah, a young man probably in
his early twenties, turned in an hour when the future of his country looked especially bleak. The vision is
described in considerable detail. His glory and majesty fill the whole earth. Someone must speak for Yahweh
and communicate the divine message to the people. Knowing what a difficult task this would be, Isaiah pleads
that he is quite unfit to perform it. Then an act takes place that symbolizes an inner cleansing of his heart and
mind, after which he responds to the call with the words "Here am I. His work brought him into direct contact
with kings and priests, and he encountered strong opposition from both groups. At times, this opposition was
so strong that he was forced to give up speaking in public and confine his ministry to a group of disciples with
whom he met privately. With regard to the priests and the services that they performed, Isaiah expressed
convictions that were similar to those spoken to the people of Israel by Amos and Hosea. Your hands are full
of blood. In "The Song of the Vineyard," which was probably chanted by the prophet, we find these words:
The heads of two puppet kingdoms that were all that remained of northern Israel asked King Ahaz to join with
them in a coalition against Assyria. When Ahaz refused, they threatened to make war against him. Ahaz was
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frightened and wanted to appeal to Assyria for help. Isaiah clearly saw the folly that would be involved in a
move of this kind, and in a prophecy that has often been misinterpreted as a reference to a coming Messiah, he
warned King Ahaz that within three or four years those two puppet kingdoms that he feared would be
completely routed. On the other hand, if Ahaz wanted to protect Judah, he should give his attention to those
conditions that needed moral reform. He went ahead with his plans, and as a result, Judah was placed in a
subservient relation to the Assyrian empire. During the reign of King Hezekiah, on two different occasions an
attempt was made to curb the rising power of the Assyrians by forming alliances that would resist any further
Assyrian aggression. The first of these was promoted by the Egyptians, who invited the Judean king to join
with them. The second one was initiated by Merodach-Baladan of Babylon, who visited King Hezekiah and
tried to persuade him to have Judah join with the Babylonians and the Egyptians in a united front against
Assyria. King Hezekiah, fearful that Judah would be unable to stand alone, was inclined to join the alliance,
but Isaiah knew that it would be a grave mistake for the king to do so. In one of the strongest messages that he
delivered to the king, the prophet declared, "Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses,
who trust in the multitude of their chariots. But the Egyptians are men and not God; their horses are flesh and
not spirit. When the Lord stretches out his hand, he who helps will stumble, he who is helped will fall; both
will perish together. Like Hosea, who had looked on the approaching captivity of northern Israel as merely a
prelude to a reformed and triumphant Hebrew society, Isaiah was sure that any temporary disaster would not
be the final end of the Judean kingdom. When the Assyrians did invade Judah, capturing many cities and
demanding that Hezekiah surrender the city of Jerusalem, Isaiah advised the king not to yield to their
demands. Within a short time, the Assyrian army withdrew, and for a brief period, Isaiah was vindicated. He
will be a far better king than any of those who have preceded him. Under his leadership, the poor and the
oppressed will find a champion, for he will judge their cases with a discerning mind and will not be unduly
influenced by hearsay or mere outward appearances. His kingdom will be the fulfillment and realization of the
divine purpose in the world. The term Messiah means "anointed one," or one who has been chosen by Yahweh
for the accomplishment of a specific purpose. Hebrew kings and priests, as well as prophets, were usually
anointed in a special ceremony that symbolized their dedication to the work for which they were called. But
Saul did not measure up to these expectations, and the same was true of all the kings that followed in the line
of succession of King David. The man who succeeded King Uzziah was notoriously weak and incompetent,
and it was during his reign that Isaiah centered his attention on the coming of a Messiah who would possess
the good qualities that were so lacking in the kings. In one prophecy, the Messiah is portrayed as an ideal king;
in another one, he is characterized as an ideal judge who will understand the problems of the poor and the
oppressed. He will ensure that their rights are protected and that they are given their just dues. During the
centuries that followed the career of Isaiah, the concept of a coming Messiah took on a number of different
meanings and became one of the most important ideas of Judaism. One of the best-known passages in the
Book of Isaiah is recorded in Chapter 2 and deals with the subject of the coming of a warless world. Looking
into the distant future, the writer envisions a time when the nations will "beat their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up swords against nation, nor will they train for war
anymore. The same is true of several of the oracles concerning foreign nations, especially the ones having to
do with the destruction of Babylon and the future regeneration of the Assyrian nation.
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Chapter 6 : racedaydvl.com: book of isaiah study guide
The Book of Isaiah The 8 th century BC prophet Isaiah, son of Amoz, is named as the inspired writer of the Book of
Isaiah (Is ). His name, Yeshaiah in Hebrew, means "Yahweh is salvation," and his name aptly summarizes the content of
his writings.

In the year that Uzziah, king of Judah, died , Isaiah received his call to the prophetic office in the Temple of
Jerusalem. Close attention should be given to chap. The majesty, holiness and glory of the Lord took
possession of his spirit and, at the same time, he gained a new awareness of human pettiness and sinfulness.
Only the purifying coal of the seraphim could cleanse his lips and prepare him for acceptance of the call:
During this long ministry, the prophet returned again and again to the same themes, and there are indications
that he may have sometimes re-edited his older prophecies to fit new occasions. There is no evidence that the
present arrangement of the oracles in the book reflects a chronological order. Indeed, it appears that there were
originally separate smaller collections of oracles note especially chaps. When Hezekiah came to the throne in
B. But the old intrigues began again, and the king was sorely tempted to join with neighboring states in an
alliance sponsored by Egypt against Assyria. But it was too late; the revolt had already begun. Assyria acted
quickly and its army, after ravaging Judah, laid siege to Jerusalem The city was spared but at the cost of
paying a huge indemnity to Assyria. Isaiah may have lived and prophesied for another dozen years after This
vision also led him to insist on the ethical behavior that was required of human beings who wished to live in
the presence of such a holy God. Isaiah couched this message in oracles of singular poetic beauty and power,
oracles in which surprising shifts in syntax, audacious puns, and double- or triple-entendre are a constant
feature. The complete Book of Isaiah is an anthology of poems composed chiefly by the great prophet, but
also by disciples, some of whom came many years after Isaiah. In 1 â€” 39 most of the oracles come from
Isaiah and reflect the situation in eighth-century Judah. Sections such as the Apocalypse of Isaiah 24 â€” 27 ,
the oracles against Babylon 13 â€” 14 , and probably the poems of 34 â€” 35 were written by followers deeply
influenced by the prophet, in some cases reusing earlier Isaianic material; cf. Chapters 40 â€” 55 Second
Isaiah, or Deutero-Isaiah are generally attributed to an anonymous poet who prophesied toward the end of the
Babylonian exile. From this section come the great oracles known as the Servant Songs, which are reflected in
the New Testament understanding of the passion and glorification of Christ. Chapters 56 â€” 66 Third Isaiah,
or Trito-Isaiah contain oracles from the postexilic period and were composed by writers imbued with the spirit
of Isaiah who continued his work. The principal divisions of the Book of Isaiah are the following:
Chapter 7 : Bible Study Isaiah
The Book of Isaiah. This course is designed as an expository study of the Book of Isaiah, taking the student through the
first third of this prophetic book with cross references to other portions of Scripture.

Chapter 8 : Bible Study Courses Â» Introduction to Isaiah
The book of Isaiah has received more attention and praise from other writers of scripture than any other book. Nephi
used Isaiah's writings to "more fully persuade [his brethren] to believe in the Lord their Redeemer" (1 Nephi ), and said
"my soul delighteth in his words" (2 Nephi ).

Chapter 9 : Book of Isaiah - Read, Study Bible Verses Online
Mark A. Copeland The Book Of Isaiah 7 The Book Of Isaiah Introduction To The Entire Prophecy (1) OBJECTIVES IN
STUDYING THIS SECTION 1) To begin our study of Isaiah, with an introduction and sample of the entire prophecy.
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