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Chapter 1 : The Real Irish American Story Not Taught in Schools | HuffPost
Geoffrey Keating was a 17th century Roman Catholic priest, poet and historian from County Tipperary. Here, selections
from his major work, the 'History of Ireland' or 'Foras Feasa ar Eirinn', are presented by the late Irish language scholar
Osborn Bergin.

His latest book, The Great Shame, expands upon the achievement of his earlier fiction. This is more than just
the story of the Keneally family tree, transported from Ireland to Australia in the 19th-century. It is the story of
how Irish men and women came to be dispersed all over the world, and what they made of their lives in their
new homes. It is the epic history of a whole people. The Great Shame is hypnotically readable, partly because
Keneally weaves his many narrative strands so expertly and touches his story with many moments of beautiful
writing, but also because it is all, even at its most extraordinary, completely true. The result is astonishingly
vivid. What The Great Shame most resembles is a classic 19th-century novel: Dickens, say, or George Eliot.
Patrick and the Book of Kells. When stability returned in Europe, these Irish scholars were instrumental in
spreading learning, becoming not only the conservators of civilization, but also the shapers of the medieval
mind, putting their unique stamp on Western culture. This engaging book traces the history, archaeology, and
legends of ancient Ireland from B. So much of what people today accept as ancient Irish history-Celtic
invaders from Europe turning Ireland into a Celtic nation; St. Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland and
converting its people to Christianity-is myth and legend with little basis in reality. The truth is more
interesting. The Irish, as the authors show, are not even Celtic in an archaeological sense. And there were
plenty of bishops in Ireland before a British missionary called Patrick arrived. But In Search of Ancient
Ireland is not simply the story of events from long ago. Across Ireland today are ancient sites and folk customs
that provide tangible links to events thousands of years past. The authors visit and describe many of these
places, talking to a wide variety of historians, archeologists and language scholars, in the very settings where
history happened. Thus the book is also a journey on the ground to uncover ten thousand years of Irish
identity. It is all here, from the Celtic culture to the rise of the uniquely Irish Christian spirituality to the final
chapter which deals with the complex events that led to the English invasion of the island. Hardcover from
New Amsterdam Books.
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The Annals- Four Masters If you have come to a dead end with your 19th century research - start here!
Surviving the great events of the 17th century are rare annals in which our families are found. I recommend
that you become familiar with them. It will pay you to know where your family was, or where it might have
been at that time. We will outline some of these Annals here. They will help you make a very educated guess
as to where your family is found in these turbulent times. The Rare Annals of Ireland Rev. Geoffrey Keating
was born in Co. He would go to study in Europe and return to Ireland in Both works were written only in the
Gaelic language. The two histories are very different however, in form and style. As the 17th century began,
these two histories did not exist. By the close of the century the old Gaelic way of life had been crushed. A
few thoughtful men saw what was coming. In a final desperate attempt to record their heritage, they recorded
it in these great histories. Something must have been in the air. His fate was not unique among the Irish. The
census of would also survive. It helped record the transfer of land ownership from the Irish to the new settlers
from Scotland and England. It records just how the Irish lost their lands, and what specific individuals
assumed the ownership in the 17th century. Both the census of ; and the work by Hill give family researchers
specific names and locations of families in that time period. Many would end up in Europe.
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This is a curriculum bound for boredom. Yes, I recall a nod to the so-called Potato Famine, but it was
mentioned only in passing. Nor do textbooks make any attempt to help students link famines past and present.
Yet there is no shortage of material that can bring these dramatic events to life in the classroom. Pathways to
the Present fails to offer a single quote from the time. The text calls the famine a "horrible disaster," as if it
were a natural calamity like an earthquake. A History of the American People blames the "ravages of famine"
simply on "a blight," and the only contemporaneous quote comes, inappropriately, from a landlord, who
describes the surviving tenants as "famished and ghastly skeletons. As someone who spent almost 30 years
teaching high school social studies, I can testify that students will be unlikely to seek to learn more about
events so emptied of drama, emotion, and humanity. Nor do these texts raise any critical questions for students
to consider. Throughout the famine, as Gallagher notes, there was an abundance of food produced in Ireland,
yet the landlords exported it to markets abroad. The school curriculum could and should ask students to reflect
on the contradiction of starvation amidst plenty, on the ethics of food exports amidst famine. And it should ask
why these patterns persist into our own time. More than a century and a half after the "Great Famine," we live
with similar, perhaps even more glaring contradictions. Raj Patel opens his book, Stuffed and Starved: The
hunger of million happens at the same time as another historical first: Take Pearson, the global publishing
giant. At its website, the corporation announces redundantly that "we measure our progress against three key
measures: Multinationals like Pearson have no interest in promoting critical thinking about an economic
system whose profit-first premises they embrace with gusto. As mentioned, there is no absence of teaching
materials on the Irish famine that can touch head and heart. The British landlords, who demanded rent from
the starving poor and exported other food crops? The British government, which allowed these food exports
and offered scant aid to Irish peasants? The Anglican Church, which failed to denounce selfish landlords or to
act on behalf of the poor? A system of distribution, which sacrificed Irish peasants to the logic of colonialism
and the capitalist market? These are rich and troubling ethical questions. They are exactly the kind of issues
that fire students to life and allow them to see that history is not simply a chronology of dead facts stretching
through time. Have a Guinness, wear a bit of green, and put on the Chieftains.
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The Author to the Reader. WHOSOEVER proposes to trace and follow up the ancient history and origin of an
country ought to determine on setting down plainly the method which reveals most clearly the truth of the
state of the country, and the condition of the people who inhabit it: For there is no historian of all those who
have written on Ireland from that epoch that has not continuously sought to cast reproach and blame both on
the old foreign settlers and on the native Irish. Whereof the testimony given by Cambrensis, Spenser, p. For it
is the fashion of the beetle, when it lifts its head in the summertime, to go about fluttering, and not to stoop
towards any delicate flower that may be in the field, or any blossom in the garden, though they be all roses or
lilies, but it keeps bustling about until it meets with dung of horse or cow, and proceeds to roll itself therein.
Thus it is with the set above-named; they have displayed no inclination to treat of the virtues or good qualities
of the nobles among the old foreigners and the native Irish who then dwelt in Ireland; such as to write on their
valour and on their piety, on the number of abbeys they had founded, and what land and endowments for
worship they had bestowed on them; on the privileges they had granted to the learned professors of Ireland,
and all the reverence they manifested towards churchmen and prelates: Bear witness the literary assemblies
which were proclaimed by them, a custom not heard of among any other people in Europe, so that the stress of
generosity and hospitality among the old foreigners and the native Irish of Ireland was such that they did not p.
However, nothing of all this is described in the works of the present-day foreigners, but they take notice of the
ways of inferiors and wretched little hags, ignoring the worthy actions of the gentry: For they compelled the
Britons to make a dyke between their portion of Britain and Scotland, to protect Roman Britain from the
incursion of the Irish; and notwithstanding that there were usually fifty-two thousand of a Roman army
defending the dyke, and two hundred scouts riding about, and twenty-three thousand foot and thirteen hundred
horse with them besides , defending the frontier and harbours of the country against the violent attacks of the
Scots and of the Picts; yet, with all that, the Irish would burst over the dyke, and the country would be harried
by them, despite these great hosts, according to Samuel Daniel in his chronicle. Cormac, son of Cuileannan,
says also in his Saltair , that, as a result of the violence of the Irish or Scots and of the Crutheni who are called
Picts against Britain, the Britons three times conspired against the Roman governors set over them, as a means
of purchasing peace with the Scots and Picts. Observe, moreover, the straits in which the Irish had placed the
Britons whilst Vortigern was king over them, whence it arose that he subsidised Hengist, with his German p. It
is stated by Samuel Daniel that the Romans had fourteen garrisons to oppose the Scots and Picts, and that the
Scots and Picts kept disturbing Britain, despite the Romans, from the time of Julius Caesar to that of the
Emperor Valentinian the Third, during the space of five hundred years; and the year of the Lord was four
hundred and forty-seven when the Romans abandoned the suzerainty of Britain: There are some ancient
authors who lay lying charges against the Irish; such as Strabo, who says in his fourth book that the Irish are a
man-eating people. My answer to Strabo is, that it is a lie for him to say that the Irish are a people who eat
human flesh; for it is not read in the ancient record that there was ever one in Ireland who used to eat human
flesh, but Eithne the loathsome, daughter of Criomhthann, son of Eanna Cinnsiolach, king of Leinster, who
was in fosterage with the Deisi of Munster: For it had been promised to them that they should receive land
from the man to whom p. Understand, reader, since the antiquaries do not suppress this disgusting fact, which
was a reproach to the daughter of a king of Leinster, and the wife of a king of Munster, that they would not
conceal, without recounting it in the case of lesser people than they, if it had been a custom practised in
Ireland: My answer also to St. Jerome, who relates this same thing, writing against Jovinian, is that it must
have been a base asserter of lies who informed him, and therefore it ought not be brought as a charge against
the Irish. Solinus, in the twenty-first chapter, says that there are no bees in Ireland; and he says, that it is from
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the point of a sword the first bit is tasted by a male child in Ireland. He says, moreover, that the Irishman is
wont, when his enemy is slain by him, to bathe himself in the blood. It is clear from the ancient record, which
will be found in the history, that every one of these things is false. We have not says he p. Such is the quantity
of bees there, that it is not alone in apiaries or in hives they are found, but also in trunks of trees, and in holes
of the ground. We shall set down here a few of the lies of the new foreigners who have written concerning
Ireland, following Cambrensis; and shall make a beginning by refuting Cambrensis himself where he says that
Ireland owed tribute to King Arthur, and that the time when he imposed the tax on them at Caerleon was,
when the year of the Lord was five hundred and nineteen, as Campion sets forth in his chronicle in the second
chapter of the second book, where he says that Gillamar was then king of Ireland. Howbeit, notwithstanding
that the author of Polychronicon, and Geoffrey of Monmouth, and others of the new foreigners assert this
Gillamar to have been king of Ireland, I defy any of their followers to show that there is a lay or a letter from
the ancient record of Ireland in which there is mention or account of Gillamar having ever been king of
Ireland: This Feargus, whom I have mentioned, was the first king of Scotland of the Scotic race: And,
moreover, Speed says in his chronicle, that it was not tribute King Arthur had from the king of Ireland, but an
alliance of friendship in war, so that whichever of them should be attacked by enemies, it was obligatory on
the other party to send an auxiliary force to him who should be attacked: In like manner, if there existed a
close alliance of p. The truth of this matter is still more to be understood from what William of Newbury says
in the twenty-sixth chapter of the second book of his history, where he speaks of Ireland: Here also is what the
same Camden says, refuting the folk who say, according to their opinion, that the Romans had power over
Ireland: He says, in his seventh chapter, where he treats of the wonders of Ireland, that there is a well in
Munster which presently makes a man grey when he washes his hair or his beard in its water, and that there is
likewise a well in Ulster which prevents greyness. Howbeit, there are not the like of these wells in Ireland
now, and I do not think there were in the time of Cambrensis, but these wonders were merely set forth as a
colouring for his lies. Cambrensis says, in his twenty-second chapter, that whenever the nobles of Ireland are
making a compact with each other, in presence of a bishop, they kiss at that time a relic of some saint, and that
they drink each others blood, and at that same time they are ready to perpetrate any treachery on each other.
My answer to him here is , that there is not a lay nor a letter, of old record or of ancient text, chronicle or
annals, supporting him in this lie: Wherefore it is clear that it is a lie Cambrensis has uttered here. Cambrensis
says, in his tenth chapter, that the Irish are an inhospitable nation here is what he says: However, I think
Stanihurst sufficient in his history by way of reply to him in this matter; here is what he says, speaking of the
generosity of the Irish: He says, moreover, that it is from Sliev Bloom the Suir, Nore, and Barrow take their
rise, though that is not true for him, for it is clear that it is from the brow of Sliev Bloom, on the east side, the
Barrow springs, and that it is from the brow of Sliev Aldun, which is called the mountain of the Gap in Ikerrin,
the Suir and the Nore rise. I marvel at Cambrensis reporting this lie, and I conceive that it was through malice
he inserted it in his work. For it is well known that they have been at all times devout and religious people;
and that many of them forsook the world, and finished their lives under religious rule, and, moreover, that
from them came many saints, such as Columcille, Baoithin, Adhamnan, and many other saints whom we shall
not mention here. Spenser, in his narrative, says that Egfrid, king of the Northumbrians, and Edgar, king of
Britain, had authority over Ireland, as may be read in the thirty-third page of his history: For Gildas, an ancient
British author says, that the monuments, and consequently the history of the Britons, were destroyed by the
Romans and by the Saxons. Samuel Daniel, in the first part of his chronicle, agrees with this author on the
same matter, and Rider, in the Latin dictionary he wrote, where he treats of this word Britannia; moreover he
says, that it is not from Brutus Britain is called Britannia, and, if it were, that it should be Brutia or Brutica it
should be called; and it were likely, if it had been from Brutus it was named, that Julius Caesar, Cornelius
Tacitus, Diodorus Siculus, or Bede, or some other ancient author would have stated whence is this word
Britannia; and since they knew not whence is the name of their own country, it was no wonder they should be
in ignorance of many of the ancient concerns of Britain, and, therefore, it is not strange that Spenser likewise
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should be ignorant of them. It is a marvellous thing Spenser took in hand to trace up p. Again he says that the
Macnamaras p. He states, likewise, that it is from Great Britain came these three following surnames, Byrne,
Toole, and Cavanagh; and the proof which he offers for this statement is unreliable, where he says that these
three words are British words. The epithet adhered to Domhnall himself from his having been nurtured in
Kilcavan, in the lower part of Leinster; and it is from the Kinsellachs they are by descent. Moreover, it is
manifest, according to genuine record, that these three p. I am surprised how Spenser ventured to meddle in
these matters, of which he was ignorant, unless that, on the score of being a poet, he allowed himself license of
invention, as it was usual with him, and others like him, to frame and arrange many poetic romances with
sweet-sounding words to deceive the reader. Stanihurst asserts that Meath was the allotted portion of Slainghe,
son of Deala, son of Loch; howbeit, that is not true for him. For, according to the Book of Invasion, there was
of Meath, in Slainghes time, but one district of land only, which lies hard by Usna, and so till the time of
Tuathal the Welcome: As Stanihurst divides Ireland, he makes up one half from the race of the foreigners
apart, and the other half of Ireland outside that jointly between Gall and Gael; and, moreover, he says that the
least colonist among the race of the foreigners would not deem it fitting to form a matrimonial alliance with
the noblest Gael in Ireland; thus, he says, in his chronicle: I do not reckon the viscounts nor the barons, who
were as noble as any settler who was ever in Fingall, and by whom p. It is, moreover, manifest that it is more
frequently the English authorities entrusted the care of defending and retaining Ireland to the charge of the
earls [whom we have mentioned] who made alliance with the native Irish, than to the charge of all the settlers
that ever were in the English pale. Wherefore I conceive not whence it is that they do not contract alliance
with the nobles of Ireland, unless it be from disesteem for their own obscurity, so that they did not deem
themselves worthy to have such noble Gaels in their kinship. From the worthlessness of the testimony
Stanihurst gives concerning the Irish, I consider that he should be rejected as a witness, because it was
purposely at the instigation of a party who were hostile to the Irish that he wrote contemptuously of them; and,
I think, that hatred of the Irish must have been the first dug he drew after his first going into England to study,
and that it lay as a weight on his stomach till, having returned to Ireland, he ejected it by his writing. I deem it
no small token of the aversion he had for the Irish, that he finds fault with the colonists of the English province
for that they did not banish the Gaelic from the country at the time when they routed the people who were
dwelling in the land before them. He also says, however excellent the Gaelic language may be, that whoever
smacks thereof would likewise savour of the ill manners of the folk whose language it is. What is to be
understood from this, but that Stanihurst had so great an hatred for the Irish, that he deemed it an evil that it
was a Christian-like conquest the Gaill p. For, indeed, he who makes a Christian conquest thinks it sufficient
to obtain submission and fidelity from the people who have been subdued by him, and to send from himself
other new people to inhabit the land over which his power has prevailed, together with the people of that
country. Moreover, it is the manner of him who makes a pagan conquest, to bring destruction on the people
who are subdued by him, and to send new people from himself to inhabit the country which he has taken by
force. But he who makes a Christian conquest extinguishes not the language which was before him in any
country which he brings under control: He did not extinguish the language of the Saxons, seeing that he
suffered the people who used that language to remain in the country, so that it resulted therefrom that the
language has been preserved from that time down among the Saxons. Howbeit, it is a pagan conquest which
Hengist, the chief of the Saxons made over the Britons, since he swept them from the soil of Britain, and sent
people from himself in their places; and having altogether banished everyone, he banished their language with
them. And it is the same way Stanihurst would desire to act by the Irish; for it is not possible to banish the
language without banishing the folk whose language it is: For he was not capable of reading either the law of
the land or the medicine in their own language, and if they had been read to him, he had no comprehension of
them. Accordingly, I think that it is the same case with him, depreciating the two faculties we have mentioned,
and the case of the blind man who would discriminate the colour of one piece of cloth from another: He finds
fault also with those who play the harp in Ireland, and says, that they have no music in them. It is likely that he
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was not a judge of any sort of music, and especially of Irish music, he being unacquainted with the rules which
appertain to it. I think Stanihurst has not understood that it is thus Ireland was being a kingdom apart by
herself like a little world, and that the nobles and the learned who were there long ago arranged to have p. It is
a marvel to me that he had not read Cambrensis in the nineteenth chapter, where he praises the music of the
Irish, unless it were that he had determined to attain a degree beyond Cambrensis in disparaging the Irish:
Here is what he says in the same chapter: It is not true for him, either, what he says, that the greater part of the
singing folk of Ireland are blind; for it is clear that, at the time he wrote his history, there was a greater number
of persons with eyesight engaged in singing and playing than of blind people, so from that down, and now, the
evidence may rest on our contemporaries. Understand, reader, that Stanihurst was under three deficiencies for
writing the history of Ireland, on account of which it is not fit to regard him as an historian. In the first p. The
second defect, he was blindly ignorant in the language of the country in which were the ancient records and
transactions of the territory, and of every people who had inhabited it; and, therefore, he could not know these
things. The third defect, he was ambitious, and accordingly, he had expectation of obtaining an advantage
from those by whom he was incited to write evil concerning Ireland: Hanmer states in his chronicle that it was
Bartholinus who was leader of the Gaels at their coming into Ireland, and it is to Partholon he calls
Bartholinus here. However, according to the ancient record of Ireland, there were more than seven hundred
years between the coming of Partholon and the p. For at the end of three hundred years after the deluge came
Partholon, and at the end of a thousand and four score years after the deluge came the sons of Mileadh to
Ireland. And in the opinion of Camden, it is more fitting to rely on the history of Ireland in this matter than on
the words of Hanmer. Here is what he says: Hanmer, who never saw the old record of Ireland. It is marvellous
how Hanmer, an Englishman, who never either saw or understood the history of Ireland, should know who
was king of Ireland at the time Christ was born, he being without definite information as to who was king of
Great Britain itself. For Samuel Daniel, Gildas, Rider, and Nennius, and many other authors who have written
the history of Great Britain, acknowledge that the old account they have themselves on the ancient condition
of Britain was inexact, because the Romans and Saxons deprived them of their records and their ancient texts;
insomuch that they had but a conjecture or an opinion to offer concerning the ancient affairs of Britain before
the Saxons and the Romans: He says also that he did not know when the Picts came to inhabit the northern
part of Great Britain; and since there were many of the ancient transactions of Great Britain obscure to him, it
was no wonder their being still more obscure to Hanmer, and that there should be greater obscurity than that in
his case concerning the ancient affairs of Ireland:
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gathered and collected from the chief books of the history of Ireland, and from a good many trustworthy foreign authors
by Geoffrey Keating, priest and doctor of divinity, in which is a brief summary of the principal transactions of Ireland from
Partholon to the Norman invasion: and whoever shall desire to write fully and comprehensively on.

Interview with Zlata Filipovic in Dublin, Ireland. Crossing the Line Films. Winner of Irish Film and
Television Awards. Irish Family History and Genealogy with curious news and notes from Ireland. From the
Irish Roots Cafe at www. Todays Topic at the Irish Roots Cafe. Zlata was originally from Bosnia, but has
relocated to Ireland for 15 years. She has studied genetics and social anthropology. We talk about about
different places in the world and how it compares to Ireland. She notes a similar feeling from the people of
Bosnia and Ireland, despite superficial differences. They relied a bit upon the research already done at Trinity
College Dublin, and studies done in Northwest Ireland. We also note the R1b marker and M of more recent
discovery. The connection to the Basque people is remarkable. The connection dates back some 8, years. We
also note the DNA found in Irish caves dating back thousands of years. It is notable that the Viking
connections are fewer than earlier thought, as we have noted in earlier episodes of this podcast. They actually
date back thousands of years earlier than the armada. In a cave in Clare, an ancient childs bones were found
and DNA extracted and matched to living children in Clare. An Irish Mystery 8, years back is as far as we can
go back for known human settlements in Ireland â€” but it is some , years for England! That remains a
mystery. The DVD of this television series has now been released and tells the story in a clear, professional
manner. Liam helped with the project before his recent demise. Our thanks to Zlata for the interview at the
Cafe, and we hope she will drop in again, after her next project. So end the notes from the Irish Roots Cafe
today. You can see the entire series at www. Advertisers and sponsors welcome of course!
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Stories from Keating's History of Ireland. By Geoffrey Keating. Edited by Osborn Bergin. (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy;
reprint Official Site Purchase.

Rock of Dunamase added 5 new photos. The site consists of a raised circular rampart breached at two sides
allowing grazing cattle to wander through at will. It is now difficult to image that here in this peaceful place
overlooking the beautiful countryside was once the Palace of an Irish King frequently mentioned in the ancient
Annals and an act of genocide against 40 Lords of Laois and Offaly and their families on new years day in
During his reign the Munster men invaded Leinster as far as Mullaghmast. The dispossessed clans appealed to
the King of Ulster and with his help proceeded to drive out the Munster men from the area. The Cow Tribute
or Borumha was an important element in the relationship between King and subjects and in our own locality
we have Aughraboura the area where the Cow Tribute was once paid. In Mullaghmast was the site of a pitched
battle between the Clans of Dowlings and Kinsellas resulting in a victory for the latter. The usual rivalry
between the two great Munster tribes overlooked in the face of the coming enemy now resurfaced and the men
of Desmond thought they would take advantage of the Thomand men who were weakened by exertion and
carrying many wounded. Those nursing wounds used moss to stem the flow of blood and declared their
intention of playing their part in the fight against the Desmonds. The latter on hearing this left the area
whereupon the men of Thomand travelled onwards to Ath Ae where they drank the water from the River
Barrow and cleaned their wounds. However it was in that occurred an event which was to fix the name of
Mullaghmast in Irish memories for ever more. Tradition relates that leaders of the Seven Septs of Laois and
their followers who had waged a constant war against English settlers were summoned to the Rath at
Mullaghmast under terms which guaranteed their safety. The horse wounded in the escape collapsed and died
near Brackna Woods giving to the area a name which it still bears - The Bleeding Horse. A carved stone
commemorating the massacre of was placed in the centre of the Rath in by the Greise Valley Development
Association. This is the only visible reminder of the horrible happenings of over years ago. The
SequiCentenary of that event so well documented in Irish histories was celebrated in with the unveiling of a
suitably inscribed stone on the roadside nearest to the Rath of Mullaghmast. On the same side of the Rath and
next to the roadway is the famous long stone of Mullaghmast reputed to mark the grave of a Munster Chieftan.
The seven foot high granite stone is the only one of its kind in the area and was evidently brought from afar to
its present site. Mullaghmast once had another six small Raths in the earlier mentioned Repeal meeting field
but they have been razed leaving the larger Rath of Mullaghmast as the only visible reminder of the once great
Palace of Mullaghmast. An account of the Mullaghmast massacre: The last five of these were, at that time,
Roman Catholics, by whom the poor people murdered at Mullaghmast were chiefly invited there, in pretence
that said people should enter into an alliance offensive and defensive with them.
Chapter 7 : Irish Studies | Hofstra | New York
The History of Ireland Author: Geoffrey Keatingtranslated into English and preface by David Comyn, Patrick S.
DinneenFunded by University College, Cork and Professor Marianne McDonald via the CELT Project1.

Chapter 8 : Stories from Keating's History of Ireland | Royal Irish Academy
The history is divided into two books: the first book makes known the condition of Ireland from Adam to the coming of
Patrick into Ireland. impartial and open to conviction. in which is a brief summary of the principal transactions of Ireland
from Partholon to the Norman invasion: and whoever shall desire to write fully and comprehensively on.
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The History of Ireland was written in Irish about and was very popular and widely circulated in manuscript, printing of
books in Irish being effectively prohibited by the English rulers.
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