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This guide will touch on some key aspects of World of Tanks for players just starting while other guides will
dig deeper into playing the game. World of Tanks usually has floating around several invite codes for new
accounts for each server and they grant you various rewards for using one while signing up. It is worth
remaking an account if you have say a dozen or so battles if you want a free premium tank. Getting Started
Tiers The first dozen or more matches in World of Tanks can be frustrating, confusing, and downright painful
at times for new players. Learning the strengths and weaknesses of your tank and adjusting how you play is
crucial and can be as easy as glancing at the listed stats in your garage or hopping online and doing a little bit
of research. Tier battles are generally artillery free think snipers and playing aggressive while also keeping in
mind cover rocks, buildings, etc is rewarded. How do you do this? The easiest way is to simply bring up the
research tree and look ahead at the tech tree at future tanks and their general stats. You can also hop onto the
World of Tanks forums and dive into the new player and game guide section of the forums which has a vast
amount of useful information. Since it was difficult when I started to play World of Tanks for new players to
learn how to play the game I have since started to write the guides and articles found here on WoT Guru.
These guides are straightforward and tank specific in the tank guide section , and other guides will help you
learn other useful bits for improving. This will allow you to always have tanks that are fully upgraded and
capable of earning silver at a decent rate compared to new non-upgraded tanks that are difficult to play. It
might be tempting to sell your current tank to fund the next tank but you will regret it. Keeping on this topic
having experienced crews can be even more important than having a fully researched tank. Time to Make a
Decision Tier 5 Tier 5 is a crucial point in World of Tanks where deciding what or how you want to play can
make or break you enjoying the game. At this point advancing to higher tiers becomes much more difficult
without a premium account or a premium tank due to the significant bump in experience and silver required to
obtain the tanks and modules. If you decide you are content with continuing to play for free then keeping your
goals centered from tier 6 and below is a wise decision. This will allow you to fully research and train crews
on several tanks from the tier range while also gaining free experience and silver. For many the most balanced
and enjoyable fights are around the tier range which also helps. The other route of spending some money and
buying gold if you decide World of Tanks is a game for you becomes a viable option once you hit tier 5. By
now you have a general understanding on how the game is played and how to be effective in battles. You also
know if you did a little research which tanks you want to work towards in the higher tiers. For example if you
are working towards the American heavy tanks T32,M,TE5 then buying an American heavy premium tank
T14 or T34 will ease the grind down that line. Converting gold to silver or using it to convert left over
experience to free experience is not ideal for a new player since advancing to quickly is not advised. Taking
your time advancing up the tiers will make you a better player by slowly adapting to high tier matches and
learning how to counter new tanks at a slower pace. One of the most difficult decisions to devoting your time
to a specific tank line to work your way up to tier A lot of time is required to get to tier 10 and making a well
thought out decision will save a lot of frustration. For new players I usually suggest doing the American heavy
tank line which ends with the TE5 first and then make a decision on which will be your second tier 10 after
that. By going down this line you get small tid bits of different play styles and then you will be able to decide
if you want to go down a more mobile line, brawler line, heavy armor, etc. Like belowâ€¦ Sitting behind a
bush with it remaining transparent allows you to spot advancing tanks with your view range. See belowâ€¦
However if you have teammates spotting tanks ahead of you simply sitting behind the bush with it being
completely opaque will hide you even while firing. This leads to learning how to passive scout and active
scout. At that point they will not fire on any tanks spotted but instead let their team pick off tanks from a safe
distance and in return the passive scouter receives half of the experience and silver earned by each damaging
shot as with all damage assisted via spotting. The final form of scouting is active scouting which is personally
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what I enjoy doing the most. It does pose some risk if you leave yourself exposed for to long but once you
master it you can dart out of cover for seconds, light up the enemy, and zoom off being you are hit. One good
example of this is this replay I have posted of the M24 Chaffee. Even if you have gold to spend save that for
other things to spend it on. Then after battles of letting this experience pile up you can move that crew into the
next tier and retrain them using the credit option or free if you are that cheap. You can do this up to any tier
but eventually you may want to assign that unassigned experience to get repair skills, etc. This World of Tanks
New Player Guide will be updated with more information as time goes on and is useful for not only for new
players but for those having difficulties in the free to play MMO World of Tanks. Check out these related
items over on Amazon! This site uses cookies. By continuing to use this website, you agree to their use. To
find out more, including how to control cookies, see here: Cookie Policy Share this:
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Character Creation[ edit edit source ] The character creation screen After choosing which mode to play, click
on New at the character selection screen to create a new character. Once at the character creation screen, you
will see all the character properties that can be customized. None of the settings are mandatory and you can
skip any number of them. You can even skip all of them and head directly to the next section, Finishing Up ,
below. Hair, Eyes, Skin, and Clothes. These settings are purely cosmetic and do not affect gameplay. The
Clothes menu has four more options to choose from. The color of your clothes can be changed in-game using
a Dresser. In order to pick colors, use the sliders provided. Hair color and style can be changed later with the
help of the Stylist NPC. Difficulty[ edit edit source ] A Character Difficulty mode must be chosen in the PC
and Console versions, but there is no character difficulty option in the mobile version where you will see that
Softcore is displayed by default. For your first Terraria experience, it is recommended that you leave your
character in Softcore mode. It is the easiest mode, and will make learning how to play a more pleasant
experience. The character difficulty setting determines what happens when the character dies - it does not
affect any other aspects of gameplay, including how hard the enemies will be. Softcore mode is the easiest
difficulty. It is also the default mode presented to the player. When the character dies, it will drop half of the
currently carried coins onto the ground. The inventory otherwise remains intact, and any coins dropped this
way can be retrieved from where they were dropped. Mediumcore mode is the second mode presented to the
player. When the character dies, all items, coins, and ammo will drop. Just as with coins, the dropped items
can be retrieved from where they were dropped. However, under certain circumstances items dropped this way
can wind up permanently destroyed for example, if they fall into lava. Hardcore mode is the harshest mode
presented to the player - it is essentially permanent death. All items will be dropped, the character will turn
into a ghost, and will be deleted upon logging out. Other players in a multiplayer game may help retrieve the
dropped items, but in single player they are gone forever. This mode is not recommended for the purposes of
this guide. Hardcore mode is not the same thing as Hardmode , which occurs in the later stages of the game at
any difficulty setting. Finishing Up[ edit edit source ] Click Create to confirm character creation with the
settings chosen or defaults, if none were changed. The next screen asks you to enter a name for the character,
so type a name and click Accept. This marks the end of character creation - the newly created character will be
added to the list of characters in the menu. At the character selection list, pick your character. The World
selection screen will display. World Creation[ edit edit source ] Select New. You will be presented with 3
World Size options: Small, Medium, and Large. Small worlds are relatively compact. The oceans are closer to
the starting point, and the entire world is not as deep. Medium worlds are roughly halfway between small and
large worlds in size. Traveling to the edges will take a new player roughly 1 in-game day 15 minutes in real
time. Large worlds are massive. To reach the deepest sections of the map will take quite a while, and the
oceans are several days apart. We recommend you create a small world for your first Terraria experience.
After selecting a world size, you will be asked to choose between Normal and Expert mode. Normal worlds
offer the standard Terraria experience. Expert worlds have harder enemies, advanced boss fights, and
exclusive Expert items. For now, select normal. Simply type any name you like, and when done select Accept.
This marks the end of World Creation - the newly created world will be added to the list of worlds in the
menu. At the world selection list, pick your world to load the game. Beginning Gameplay[ edit edit source ] A
sample Terraria world Upon entering a world for the first time, your character will spawn be placed into the
game at the center of the map, so you have half of the world to explore to the left, and half to the right. This
location is known as the Spawn Point or simply, the "Spawn" and will be where your character is placed each
time this world is entered. Most world spawn points are located in Forest biomes but sometimes in a Snow
biome as well. Movement and Tool Use[ edit edit source ] Movement uses the keyboard, while most
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interactions like mining, building, and fighting use the mouse. For a quick recap of the available keys or the
controls for other devices, see the game controls page. The letter A makes the character go left. The letter D
makes the character go right. The Space button makes the character jump. The letter S makes the character fall
through platforms and climb down ropes. The letter W makes the character climb up ropes. Left clicking is
used to exert items and weapons, depending on what you are holding. Tapping and holding will break blocks
with appropriate tool Tapping with a block in hand will place it. Tapping a consumable item in the hotbar or
tapping with it in your hand will consume it if it is in your hand. Right clicking is used to interact with NPCs
and Chests. The hotbar[ edit edit source ] In the upper-left corner of the screen are ten boxes numbered from 1
to 0 zero. These are special Inventory slots referred to as the "hotbar", and they contain the items you currently
have access to for use. Press the Esc key to see the rest of the inventory slots; if you have autopause toggled
on, opening the inventory also pauses the game. Press the Esc key again to close the inventory. All newly
created characters begin with the following tools in the hotbar: Items do have a chance for a modifier such as
"Light Copper Pickaxe" as all items do when found or crafted. The Copper Pickaxe is a tool used to dig blocks
, as well as detaching placed items like furniture. When selected, hold down the left mouse button to use it
continuously. The Copper Axe is a tool used for chopping down trees to obtain wood. Some weapons can be
used continuously "autofire" while others require a click for each attack. The slot of the currently selected item
in the hotbar will be slightly larger than the other slots and have a highlighted background color, with the
name of the item listed above the hotbar. This item will be used when you click the left mouse button. The
current selection can be changed by: To toggle the feature back on simply click on the padlock one more time
to unlock it again. Rearranging the hotbar[ edit edit source ] Items on the hotbar can only be changed when the
inventory is open. However, items within the hotbar can be rearranged by simply dragging them. This is
accomplished by dragging the items to switch them. Try it now with the Copper Axe: If you move the mouse
pointer now you will see the axe attached to it. Point to one of the empty slots in the lower portion of the
inventory, and click once more to place the axe down in the slot. Items in storage slots cannot be used directly
when the inventory is closed, unlike items in the hotbar - they are simply being carried by your character.
Move the axe back to a hotbar slot. While the inventory is open you may pick up and rearrange the items in
the hotbar to your liking. The inventory[ edit edit source ] Below the hotbar is the remainder of the inventory.
Additionally, you have a trash slot, and columns of 4 slots apiece for coins and ammunition. On the lower
right is a separate section for equipment and accessories, while below left is the Crafting section. For the
purposes of this guide these sections will be ignored - you can look them up later in the detailed Inventory
article. Each red heart is 20 health. All characters begin with health points indicated by five hearts and can
currently go up to via Life Crystals red hearts , then further boosted to with Life Fruits golden hearts. Health
starts regenerating after a short period of not taking further damage. Standing still increases the rate of
regeneration. Each blue star is 20 mana. New characters start with 20 mana, represented by 1 star. As the
maximum mana is increased , by using Mana Crystals blue stars , additional stars will be displayed below the
original. Mana regenerates shortly after mana usage is stopped, and at a much faster baseline rate compared to
health regeneration. For more details on health and mana, refer to the respective articles.
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June 11, at My has been a stormy season for me. Last year, I met a man of God who made a difference â€” a
man who made me see a different side of life. A man who saw me as how God sees me. A man who has given
me the courage to believe in myself and to fight for my dreams. We both meant well and did our best to make
things work. None of us wanted to hurt anyone anyway. And it was indeed painful â€” no, it was excruciating.
And I have never been that broken before. Months passed and i now started to wonder if i really meant
something to him. I am trying my best to keep going but everytime I do, things would then blow harder and
make me take a step back again. As if a broken heart is not enough, financial struggles also came. Aside from
that, God has also encouraged me to rebuild a long lost dream, a dream of studying in the premier state
university in our country. It was a dream that seemed impossible for me but God kept leading me to try, and I
did. So I did my best. Almost everything in my life right now is breaking my heart to pieces. I started to
wonder if faith can really move mountains. I have a friend who has the gift of having visions and dreams. I
was trying to take steps to the other side, but the wind going to the opposite side was so strong that my effort
of moving forward seemed useless and the wind was destroying everything around me. In that dream, my
friend was standing from afar, he was standing on a rock that looked like ivory, and a man on a brown cap was
standing behind him. My friend was looking at me as i try to cross the bridge. I started crying and he heard it
resound so loudly. I am constantly trying my best, to keep walking, to keep moving forward, even if some
days all i can do is crawl. There were nights when I would get angry at God and speak honestly to Him, but
the next day or a few days later, I would just find myself coming to Him again.
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This year, I had the privilege to speak about my journey of starting out with little experience in the
Information Technology field. You begin by looking for entry-level and junior positions; even those jobs
require some level of experience! This is the chicken and the egg question or a catch How will you prove you
have the skills necessary? What differentiates you from the next candidate? Another challenge is the fact that
no one knows who they are. I spoke with a few friends from my Twitterverse community to see what they had
to say on the topic: It always led to a mental uphill battle when it came to learning, and I felt like I was
absolutely terrible at my job. It seems insurmountable, but staying curious and taking things one at a time
helped me to get where I am today. This brings me to another very common challenge especially among
professional women in the IT and other fields: Da truly is impressive, so it might come as a surprise that he
deals with Imposter Syndrome continuously. Am I really fit to be here? The reality is that each of us has a
particular specialization in our fields that we gravitate towards, and it is only through sharing knowledge
blogs, white papers, articles, conference talks, etc. Take me, for instance. I also have some modicum of skill
when it comes to malware analysis tools and mining Open-Source threat intelligence. I learn through their
experiences in their specializations, and I make myself a little more well-rounded as a result. Take your time,
find your niche, and share your knowledge with the world. Even so, I still have my struggles. I continually
deal with Imposter Syndrome. It is extremely beneficial to challenge yourself, but it can be hard on your
confidence when you fail. This program looked at many different parts of Information Technology, including
programming, web development, Cisco networking academy, system administration, communications, basic
accounting, network management, database management, entrepreneurship, and more. It gave me a solid
foundation of knowledge that I now can use to continue learning. Additionally, there is that little paper that
proved, to me, I knew what I was talking about. He discussed different ways for interacting with either
personality type, methods on how to build your brand, and more. I recently purchased a book called Emotional
Intelligence 2. You take a test before reading the book that initially examines how you respond to a situation.
Take note that this can and does change. Before college, I was highly introverted, but during college, I scored
much higher on the extrovert side. I know that I can be very logical in my thought process, but I know I lack
emotional understanding now and then, which just means I should take extra notice on that. Another member
who is starting their journey into the InfoSec community makes his point on what making a mark really means
to him: However, ongoing projects, ideas, and collaborations with people from the InfoSec community has
been pushing me further. Making your mark also depends on how you specifically want to impact IT, and I
believe that people have different milestones in mind for when they consider their mark made. Some people
may want to be well recognized and popular in the IT community; others may just want to release a tool they
have in mind; still others may just want to reach a point of where they can then start teaching newcomers in
the IT community. All of these are great ways to engrave your presence in the IT community. Personally, I
conducted a lot of research into malware analysis and started to hunt malware before posting those findings on
my Twitter account. Doing this started to get me some attention from the InfoSec community, and I started to
build connections, which is exactly what I wanted. This is because when you say you work in IT, many people
assume you know everything instantly. Obviously this is an issue. As our end goals are similar, I would say
creating more of a community is what will really set us up for success. Whether you are just starting out or are
a veteran of InfoSec, I believe that each of us needs to work hard to collaborate to make a difference in the
world. You can ask for help; we are a community, and you should utilize the contacts you make. It takes time,
and everyone struggles once in awhile. As mentioned above, we all come from different backgrounds but we
all learn differently, as well. IPv6 addressing seems logical to me, as do subnetting and summary addressing,
but to many techs out there, they honestly do not understand what IPv6 is all about. We want to create a
community where others are not scared to ask questions, an environment where when they do ask questions,

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF STARTING OUT FOR THE DIFFICULT WORLD
they can get informative and correct answers. It is extremely important to give off the best image possible and
always remember context is not easily seen, especially over text-based conversations.
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You have more power than you think. We Have to Talk: There are dozens of books on the topic of difficult,
crucial, challenging, fierce, important you get the idea conversations. In fact, I list several excellent resources
at the end of this article. Or maybe you fear that talking will only make the situation worse. What you have
here is a brief synopsis of best practice strategies: How To Prepare for the Conversation Before going into the
conversation, ask yourself some questions: What is your purpose for having the conversation? What do you
hope to accomplish? What would be an ideal outcome? Watch for hidden purposes. You may think you have
honorable goals, like educating an employee or increasing connection with your teen, only to notice that your
language is excessively critical or condescending. You think you want to support, but you end up punishing.
Some purposes are more useful than others. Work on yourself so that you enter the conversation with a
supportive purpose. Impact does not necessarily equal intent. Are you more emotional than the situation
warrants? What personal history is being triggered? How is your attitude toward the conversation influencing
your perception of it? If you think this is going to be horribly difficult, it probably will be. If you truly believe
that whatever happens, some good will come of it, that will likely be the case. Try to adjust your attitude for
maximum effectiveness. Who is the opponent? What might he be thinking about this situation? Is he aware of
the problem? If so, how do you think he perceives it? What are his needs and fears? What solution do you
think he would suggest? Begin to reframe the opponent as partner. What are your needs and fears? Are there
any common concerns? How have you contributed to the problem? How has the other person? Breathe, center,
and continue to notice when you become off centerâ€”and choose to return again. This is where your power
lies. Centering is not a step; centering is how you are as you take the steps. For more on Centering, see the
Resource section at the end of the article. Inquiry Cultivate an attitude of discovery and curiosity. What does
he really want? What is he not saying? Let your partner talk until he is finished. Try to learn as much as you
can in this phase of the conversation. Try to understand the other person so well you can make his argument
for him. Guess at his hopes and honor his position. He will not change unless he sees that you see where he
stands. Acknowledge whatever you can, including your own defensiveness if it comes up. You can decide
later how to address it. For example, in an argument with a friend, I said: I just want to talk about this topic.
Acknowledgment can be difficult if we associate it with agreement. Help clarify your position without
minimizing his. And I think I am. Maybe we can talk about how to address these issues so that my intention is
clear. Brainstorming and continued inquiry are useful here. Whatever he says, find something you like and
build on it. If the conversation becomes adversarial, go back to inquiry. Practice, Practice, Practice The art of
conversation is like any artâ€”with continued practice you will acquire skill and ease. Here are some
additional tips and suggestions: A successful outcome will depend on two things: How you are centered,
supportive, curious, problem-solving will greatly influence what you say. Know and return to your purpose at
difficult moments. Practice the conversation with a friend before holding the real one. Mentally practice the
conversation. See various possibilities and visualize yourself handling them with ease. Envision the outcome
you are hoping for. How Do I Begin? In my workshops, a common question is How do I begin the
conversation? I need your help with what just happened. Do you have a few minutes to talk? I need your help
with something. Can we talk about it soon? I really want to hear your feelings about this and share my
perspective as well. Write a possible opening for your conversation here:
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Visit Website Did you know? Even in the early 21st century, the legacy of the Holocaust endures. Swiss
government and banking institutions have in recent years acknowledged their complicity with the Nazis and
established funds to aid Holocaust survivors and other victims of human rights abuses, genocide or other
catastrophes. On January 20, , he was named chancellor of Germany. At first, the Nazis reserved their harshest
persecution for political opponents such as Communists or Social Democrats. The first official concentration
camp opened at Dachau near Munich in March , and many of the first prisoners sent there were Communists.
Like the network of concentration camps that followed, becoming the killing grounds of the Holocaust,
Dachau was under the control of Heinrich Himmler, head of the elite Nazi guard, the Schutzstaffel SS , and
later chief of the German police. In , Jews in Germany numbered around ,, or only 1 percent of the total
German population. Under the Nuremberg Laws of , anyone with three or four Jewish grandparents was
considered a Jew, while those with two Jewish grandparents were designated Mischlinge half-breeds. Under
the Nuremberg Laws, Jews became routine targets for stigmatization and persecution. From to , hundreds of
thousands of Jews who were able to leave Germany did, while those who remained lived in a constant state of
uncertainty and fear. German police soon forced tens of thousands of Polish Jews from their homes and into
ghettoes, giving their confiscated properties to ethnic Germans non-Jews outside Germany who identified as
German , Germans from the Reich or Polish gentiles. Surrounded by high walls and barbed wire, the Jewish
ghettoes in Poland functioned like captive city-states, governed by Jewish Councils. In addition to widespread
unemployment, poverty and hunger, overpopulation made the ghettoes breeding grounds for disease such as
typhus. Meanwhile, beginning in the fall of , Nazi officials selected around 70, Germans institutionalized for
mental illness or disabilities to be gassed to death in the so-called Euthanasia Program. After prominent
German religious leaders protested, Hitler put an end to the program in August , though killings of the
disabled continued in secrecy, and by some , people deemed handicapped from all over Europe had been
killed. In hindsight, it seems clear that the Euthanasia Program functioned as a pilot for the Holocaust.
Beginning in , Jews from all over the continent, as well as hundreds of thousands of European Gypsies, were
transported to the Polish ghettoes. The German invasion of the Soviet Union in June marked a new level of
brutality in warfare. Mobile killing units called Einsatzgruppenwould murder more than , Soviet Jews and
others usually by shooting over the course of the German occupation. Since June , experiments with mass
killing methods had been ongoing at the concentration camp of Auschwitz , near Krakow. The SS soon placed
a huge order for the gas with a German pest-control firm, an ominous indicator of the comingHolocaust.
Holocaust Death Camps, Beginning in late , the Germans began mass transports from the ghettoes in Poland to
the concentration camps, starting with those people viewed as the least useful: The first mass gassings began
at the camp of Belzec, near Lublin, on March 17, Five more mass killing centers were built at camps in
occupied Poland, including Chelmno, Sobibor, Treblinka, Majdanek and the largest of all,
Auschwitz-Birkenau. From to , Jews were deported to the camps from all over Europe, including
German-controlled territory as well as those countries allied with Germany. The heaviest deportations took
place during the summer and fall of , when more than , people were deported from the Warsaw ghetto alone.
Though the Nazis tried to keep operation of camps secret, the scale of the killing made this virtually
impossible. Eyewitnesses brought reports of Nazi atrocities in Poland to the Allied governments, who were
harshly criticized after the war for their failure to respond, or to publicize news of the mass slaughter. This
lack of action was likely mostly due to the Allied focus on winning the war at hand, but was also a result of
the general incomprehension with which news of the Holocaust was met and the denial and disbelief that such
atrocities could be occurring on such a scale. At Auschwitz alone, more than 2 million people were murdered
in a process resembling a large-scale industrial operation. A large population of Jewish and non-Jewish
inmates worked in the labor camp there; though only Jews were gassed, thousands of others died of starvation
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or disease. Nazi Rule Comes to an End, as Holocaust Continues to Claim Lives, By the spring of , German
leadership was dissolving amid internal dissent, with Goering and Himmler both seeking to distance
themselves from Hitler and take power. The following day, he committed suicide. The last trace of civilization
had vanished around and inside us. The work of bestial degradation, begun by the victorious Germans, had
been carried to conclusion by the Germans in defeat. Survivors of the camps found it nearly impossible to
return home, as in many cases they had lost their families and been denounced by their non-Jewish neighbors.
As a result, the late s saw an unprecedented number of refugees, POWs and other displaced populations
moving across Europe. In an effort to punish the villains of the Holocaust, the Allies held the Nuremberg
Trials of , which brought Nazi atrocities to horrifying light. Increasing pressure on the Allied powers to create
a homeland for Jewish survivors of the Holocaust would lead to a mandate for the creation of Israel in
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Why Is Life So Hard? PDF How do we explain what we see in this world? Terrorist attacks, sex slavery,
racism, world hunger? Subconsciously, we probably ask ourselves questions like these quite often. But
consciously we rarely do. But then something happens to wake us up. Our parents get divorced. The girl down
the street gets abducted. A relative gets cancer. That wakes us up for awhile. But then we can often sink back
into the denial. That is, until another tragedy hits, another incongruence. Something is really, really wrong. So,
WHY do bad things happen? There is an answer to the WHY question, found in the Bible. What or who could
make this world different than the way it is? What or who could guarantee that life is pain-free, for everyone,
all the time? God could accomplish that. At least not right now. Remember the story of Adam and Eve? They
ate the "forbidden fruit. For Adam and Eve sort of hoped that they could become like God, without God. They
consumed the notion that there was something more valuable in existence than God himself, something more
valuable than having a personal relationship with God. And this world system -- with all of its faults -- came
as a result of the choice they made. But thanks for the offer. Why do we do that? All of these can be explained
by people who have refused to give God access and influence over their lives. They are going about their lives
as they see fit, and they and others suffer. In fact, God could rightly be viewed as leaning forward,
compassionate, hoping we will turn to him so that he can bring real life to us. Jesus said, "Come to me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Jesus commented on this when he said: He who follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. What about those horrible circumstances that hit
us in life, caused by someone other than ourselves? God more than understands what you are going through.
There is nothing in life that could be more painful than what Jesus endured on our behalf, when he was
deserted by his friends, ridiculed by those who would not believe in him, beaten and tortured before his
crucifixion, then nailed to a cross, in shameful public display, dying of slow suffocation. He created us, yet
allowed humanity the freedom to do this, to fulfill Scripture and to set us free from our sin. This was no
surprise to Jesus. He was aware of what was coming, foreknowing all the details, all the pain, all the
humiliation. Jesus understands emotional and psychological anguish. The night that Jesus knew they would
arrest him, he went to pray, but took some friends with him. Here it is summarized, as John describes in his
gospel: He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God. For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. Some of it is explained by
selfish, hateful actions on the part of others. Some of it defies an explanation in this life. But God offers us
himself. God gives us the knowledge that he has endured also, and is aware of our pain and needs. Jesus said
to his disciples, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. He is after all, God, the Creator. The one who has
always existed. The one who created a universe on the backstroke. And if we will trust him with our lives,
relying on him, though we encounter difficulties, he will hold us securely. Jesus said, "These things I have
spoken to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have
overcome the world. He can take us through the difficult circumstances of this life, and then bring us into
eternal life, if we will trust him. We can either go through this life with God or without him. Jesus prayed, "O
righteous Father, although the world has not known you, yet I have known you; and these have known that
you sent me; and I have made your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which
you loved me may be in them, and I in them.
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