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Coronado[ edit ] The conquest of the continent of North America by the Spaniards was for the most part
conducted from Cuba. The expedition of Cortez to conquer Mexico sailed from Havana. In Lucas Vasquez de
Ayllon was granted a royal license to explore the coasts of Florida. In pursuance of this order he sent his
lieutenant Gordilla to make a preliminary voyage, whose reports were so favorable that Ayllon carried them to
Spain, where he secured a royal cedula to explore and settle eight hundred leagues of the Florida coasts. In he
sent out Pedro de Quexos to make a more extensive preliminary survey of the east shores of America. This
expedition returned with a very favorable account of the Atlantic coast regions. In June, , Ayllon sailed from
Hispaniola with three ships bearing Spanish emigrants for a colony. He beat up the coasts of North America to
the mouth of a stream afterwards known as the James River, into which he turned. On its wooded shores he
founded a settlement which he called San Miguel, on the spot where the English afterwards built Jamestown.
The Spaniards did not succeed at San Miguel. Ayllon soon died of a fever; the colonists quarreled and finally
abandoned the enterprise. It was supposed that what Pizarro had accomplished in South America might be
duplicated in North America. In this relation it must be remembered that the Spaniards had not then explored
the interior of the continent, and that they were in almost total ignorance of its geography, its mineral
resources, its productions, its animal life, and its inhabitants. Nuno de Guzman was then President of New
Spain. Attached to his estate was an Indian named Tejo, who was a native of the valley of [2] Oxitipar. This
Indian claimed to be the son of a trader, then dead. This trader, so the son said, had gone into the back country
to barter fine feathers for whatever ornaments the inhabitants of those regions could be induced to part with.
On the journey or journeys made for this purpose, the Indian Tejo had accompanied his father. He now told
Guzman that they brought back much silver and gold, which the country produced in considerable quantities.
He said, also, that he had seen in that northern land some towns as large as the City of Mexico then was. In
seven of those towns there were streets given over to shops and workers in the precious metals. Those cities,
he said, were far distant, and from his native valley it required forty days to reach them. For the way, he
insisted, was through a barren land where no plant-life was to be seen except some desert shrubs the height of
a span. But the expedition came to nothing. The difficulties encountered in the first stages of the march
discouraged the men, and discontent spread through the ranks of the adventurers. For this, and for other
causes, Guzman abandoned the enterprise when he had but entered the district of Culican. Panfilo de Narvaez
was prominent in the conquest of Cuba in , and settled in that island. Mexico was subject to Cuba, but Cortez
threw off the authority of Velasquez. In an effort to regain and retain his power in Mexico, in , Velasquez
appointed Panfilo de Narvaez Lieutenant-Governor of Mexico, and directed him to voyage to that country,
take possession of it, and imprison Cortez. Narvaez set out on this mission, and landed at Vera Cruz in April,
On the 28th of May he met Cortez at Campoala, where he was defeated, wounded, and captured. He managed
soon to regain his liberty, after which he went to Spain, where, in , he secured a royal patent to conquer and
govern Florida. At that time Florida embraced all that part of North America, along the Atlantic seaboard and
bordering on the Gulf of Mexico to the Rio Grande, which river was then called Rio de Palmas by the
Spaniards. Narvaez made preparations for the immediate conquest of Florida. He sailed from Spain on the
17th of June, His course carried him to Cuba, where he overhauled his fleet, to which he added a vessel to
replace one lost on the voyage. He then set sail for the Texas coast, but on the 15th of April he landed at
Apalache Bay, having been driven from his course by a storm and the force of heavy currents. Supposing that
he was not far distant from the point for which he was bound, he sent one ship back for recruits and directed
the others to sail along the coast to Panuco, near the mouth of the Rio Grande. The force of Narvaez consisted
of three hundred men; and he had fifty horses. On the 18th of April he began his march through the [3] forests
and over the quagmires of Florida. His course was north, but he soon turned toward the west. The natives
became hostile. At a large river, reached on the 15th of May, he rested, while Cabeza de Vaca, the royal
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treasurer of the expedition, went with a small party down to the sea to find the ships. Not a sail was to be seen
along the coast solitudes, and upon the return of the party the march was continued. Another large river was
encountered, and this Narvaez descended to the sea. No ships were there to greet him. The Spaniards were
discouraged. No gold had been found, and no cities for sack and plunder had appeared. They had seen only
naked savages living in cane huts and in poverty. They determined to build boats in which to quit those
inhospitable shores, and to keep the sea to the westward. Late in , a forge was set up, and such metal as their
equipment afforded was made into tools and nails. With these, five boats were constructed. They were
furnished with rigging from ropes made of the long hair saved from the manes and tails of their horses. Sails
were provided from their clothing and the hides of their horses. Each boat was capable of carrying forty-five
men, none of whom knew much of navigation. They hugged the shore and drew westward, and about the first
of November they came into the mouth of a great river whose mighty volume bore them far into the Gulf of
Mexico. There two of the boats were lost, one of which was that of Narvaez, while the other carried the friars
of the expedition. A great storm threw the remaining boats upon the shore beyond the Sabine in the winter of
â€” How many survivors of the expedition suffered this shipwreck we do not know. Four finally reached the
Spanish settlements. They were rescued on the coast of the Gulf of California in April, They had wandered in
the wilds of Texas and the deserts and mountains of Northern Mexico, as we know those regions, for more
than seven years. The leader of the band was Cabeza de Vaca, and the others were Maldonado, Dorantes, and
a negro slave named Estevan. The route passed over by these wanderers can not now be established. How they
had escaped and managed to survive they did not themselves know. They had been enslaved by savage tribes,
had seen and hunted the buffalo, had acted as medicine men, had risen to influence, and had escaped from one
tribe only to suffer the same routine of disaster in another. Cabeza de Vaca went on to Spain, but the others
remained in Mexico. The stories of their adventures did not excite great interest, or, rather, was
over-shadowed by those drifting in from Peru. They were for some time the guests of the Viceroy, Don
Antonio de Mendoza, who bought the negro from his master, Dorantes. He related some accounts of the land
to the north, which caused the people to believe rich countries might be found there. Of what they saw there,
of what they reported, we are not certain. But there was a growing desire to know what those hidden regions
held. Mendoza determined to find out. He sent forth an expedition commanded by Friar Marcos de Niza, who
is said to have made a prior journey into that land on his own account. He had came into Mexico from Peru,
where he had gone with Pizarro, and where he had witnessed the murder of Atahuallpa. Approaching the
borders of that land, he was directed to go on before, and to report to the friar upon his discoveries. If what he
found was favorable, he was to send back a white cross as large as the palm of the hand, and if the country was
better than Mexico, he was to send a larger cross. He penetrated to the Seven Cities, to which he lured the friar
by sending back immense crosses. But before the arrival of Friar Marcos, the negro was killed by the Indians
because of his rapacity and his lascivious conduct. He collected a quantity of turquois and demanded that
women be given to him at every village. The party, upon the death of Estevan, desired to return at once to
Mexico, but Friar Marcos persisted until he dared go no farther. Then he prevailed on two chiefs to take him
into a mountain, from the top of which he was able to see one of the cities of Cibola. It was set upon a hill and
glittered in the desert sun. He was told that there were other cities beyond, where the people wore clothes of
cotton and had much gold. Friar Marcos returned, arriving at the Mexican settlements in August, He is said to
have made what was in effect two reportsâ€”one stating what he had himself seen, and one setting out what
the Indians had told him. But the people did not discriminate. It was soon spread abroad that the good friar had
reported as facts all the things spoken by him. It came to be of common report that the houses of the Seven
Cities were four stories high, with doors faced with precious stones. The Spanish population of New Spain
were eager to go there. The principal men of the provinces, and even those in Spain, became rivals for the
royal permission to explore and settle the country of Cibola. This privilege went finally to Mendoza, the
viceroy, who selected the post of Compostela, on the Pacific, as the point of assembly. He appointed as
commander of the expedition Francisco Vasquez de Coronado. The force allowed Coronado consisted of
about two hundred and sixty horsemen, seventy footmen, and a motley throng of Indians variously estimated
at from three hundred to one thousand. This army of conquest started from Compostela on Monday, February
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23, , and followed the common highway to San Miguel de Culican. This march occupied about a month. The
army left Culican on the 22d of April, and its general direction was northeast. Coronado, with a select
company, [5] went on in advance. The route led them into that land embraced in Eastern Arizona, as we know
the country.
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Connelley, published in Veatch has been suberintendent of the city schools of Atchison since He is a veteran
edueator, and was teacher, principal or superintendent for a number of years before he came to Kansas. A
native of Illinois, he was born on a farm near Astoria in Fulton County February 25, , grew up in Schuyler
County, attended the public schools, and has been teaching almost continuously since He taught his first term
in Schuyler County, Illinois. In he was graduated from the Illinois Normal [p. Veatch taught in Brown County,
Illinois, was principal of a ward school at Little Rock, Arkansas, four years, and for fourteen years was
superintendent of schools at Rushville. Then in he accepted the call to Atchison and has since been head of the
school system of that city. Superintendent Veatch has under his management seven schools, a staff of seventy
teachers, and about 2, scholars. Nathan Veatch was a farmer and a pioneer settler at Astoria, Illinois, but his
declining years were spent with his son B. Veatch at Keytesville, Missouri, where he died. In politics he was a
whig. He and his wife had the following children: Veatch, who served as a captain in the Union army during
the Civil war and afterwards engaged in the real estate business at Keytesville, Missouri, where he died;
Harmon, who served with the rank of lieutenant in the Union army and is now a resident of Oklahoma;
Simdon, also a veteran of the Civil war, was an Iowa farmer; Kinzie, who fought with the Home Guards in
Missouri during the war, afterwards followed farming and died in ; William, who like his four brothers upheld
the supremacy of the Union by military service, and lived for many years at Abingdon, Illinois, where he was
postmaster and where be died; Nathan, who was a farmer and died in Oklahoma in ; Preston E. Veatch, father
of Nathan T. Early in the war he enlisted in Company F of the th Illiuois Infantry, was first sergeant of his
company, and as a result of exposure and hardship in the field he died near Memphis, Tennessee, March 27, ,
his son Nathan being then eleven years of age. He was a republican and a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Veatch married Miss Melvina Sprigg. She was born in Kentucky in and is now living at the age of
eighty-seven with her son Nathan at Atchison. Nathan was the oldest of six children: Veatch resides at Mound
Street in Atchison. Joseph Montgomery, now deceased. Her father was a prominent citizen of Schuyler
County, Illinois, where he served as county clerk and in other local offices. Veatch have two sons: Louis
Waterworks, with home at St. Please consider sharing it.
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Page - Masonic order, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the
Woodmen of the World. In the Independent Order of Odd Fellows he has "passed all the chairs" of his local lodge and is
a member of the grand lodge of that order.

Preface[ edit ] [iii] This is an attempt to commence at the beginning and continue to the end in writing a
history of Kansas. There has never before been an effort to elaborate the pre-Territorial events in the history of
the State. The reaction on Kansas of the political conditions developed in Missouri up to the passage of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act has never before been discussed in the annals of Kansas. A careful study of events will
show that the destiny of Kansas was closely bound up with the political developments in Missouri for a period
of nearly half a century. Many of the transactions of early times are here first brought into their proper
relations in a narrative history of Kansas. Some of these are the accounts of Quivira, of Louisiana, of the Santa
Fe and Oregon Trails, of the Overland commerce, of the unique Indian occupancy and the extinguishment of
the primal title to the soil, of the Missouri Compromise and its repeal, and of the Provisional Government of
Nebraska Territory. There are others which will reveal themselves to the student in even a cursory review.
While most of these subjects have been in a way touched upon by writersâ€”and a few of them in an
exhaustive mannerâ€”they have not been before built into the structure of Kansas history. One of the features
of this work which will be hailed with satisfaction by students will be found in the Magoffin Papers. These
papers complete the record and render the explanation of the conquest of New Mexico through Kansas simple
and satisfactory. They afford new light on the War with Mexico. These invaluable documents were secured
from the War Department in May, , after years of persistent, and, often, discouraging effort by this
authorâ€”no other student having been to that time able to obtain copies of them. So far as now known, the
copies herein published are the sole and only copies ever made. In the matter of Coronado, while there are no
end to the books on that subject, some of them exhaustive in character, it is maintained that this is the first
attempt to make any dispassionate effort to determine the location of Quivira. This subject has not before been
considered to any appreciable extent in an unprejudiced way with the Indian occupancy of Kansas of that time.
The territorial possessions of the Caddoan linguistic family of North American Indians have not before had
proper attention from students. This is the key to the Coronado problem. The Kansas Indians have heretofore
been credited in the time of Coronado, with too great an area of what is now Kansas. In the Coronado era they
possessed but an insignificant portion of the State. Their importance in this relation has always been
exaggerated. Their connection with the plains country at that time was comparatively unimportant. But the
Kansas Indians gave their name to our principal river; and, through it, they gave us the name of our State. And
the significance [iv] of that name is forever bound up with the mysticism of their conceptions of a supreme
being and their relations to him. That it is pure Indian in its origin and its application, there is no question. An
effort has been made herein to point out the national aspects of Kansas history. Kansas had her inception in
national achievement. In pre-Territorial and Territorial periods the history of Kansas is wholly of national
import. The great movements of American life have touched Kansas, and have been touched by Kansas. In
colonial times, in the struggle for independence, in the conquest of the Mississippi Valley, in the battle against
slavery, in the Civil war, in the stand for social betterment, Kansas under some name and in some form and in
some way has borne a part and exerted an influence. Her historians have been too prone to treat her history as
a series of local annals and detached events without logical connection with American progress. It is to be
hoped that the fertile field of Kansas nationality will be given suitable attention in the future. For in this
direction lies her principal glory. Her influence on American life will be found to have been vital,
far-reaching, fundamental. And if the highest traditions of Kansas are but kept in mind and insisted on by
Kansas in the future this national dominance and leadership will be maintained to the permanent benefit of
Americaâ€”and mankind. In every country certain interests always endeavor to distort history. Selfishness lies
at the root of such efforts. And jealousyâ€”often maliceâ€”bears a hand. Kansas has not escaped this fate. The
statement of the most elemental historical facts has subjected writers to unmeasured vilification and abuse
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from these inimical sources. Here, what the record shows to be true is set down without fear or favor. Special
attention is called to the article on Prohibition, under the administration of Governor St. It is the first attempt,
strange as the fact is, in this great pioneer prohibition State, to examine the underlying causes of the movement
in Kansas. It is a thorough and well-worked-out study of the adoption of prohibition by Kansas. And a careful
perusal of it will doubtless convince the most skeptical that Kansas has permanently suppressed the liquor
traffic within her borders. And moreâ€”she is leading in example and by agitation in the struggle for national
prohibition. This article will prove particularly welcome to those interested in the great moral forces of the
Union. It is strange that it should fall to the lot of this history to carry the first effort to analyze the political
cataclysm known in Kansas as the Populist Uprising. For that political revolution had its inception here soon
after the close of the Civil war. It should have found a chronicler many years ago. Perhaps the memory of it
was so fresh in the minds of the people that it was believed a written account would prove superfluous. The
discussion presented here is a splendid oneâ€”scholarly and exhaustive. Every phase of the subject is treated
with a keen insight into causes and results that is surprising and gratifying. The economic sources of unrest
which brought the people to political rebellion are handled in a masterly manner. That article is a valuable
contribution to literature, as well as to history. The emotional elements underlying all great reforms are
revealed. The article is a classic, and it will live as long as mankind rises against oppression to battle for
liberty. The number of quotations given in this History of Kansas requires, perhaps, a word of explanation.
The [v] contract with the publishers called for a minimum of , words. The author could have furnished that
number and have complied with his contract by so doing. But he knew that the work could not even approach
completion with so small a volume. He supplied more than , words for the History of Kansas contained in the
first two volumesâ€”more than three times as many as the contract called for. The author was constrained to
furnish these quotations from the old and rare authorities on the history of Kansas for more than one reason.
These first books on Kansas history are now exceedingly scarce and difficult to secure. Many of the libraries
even of Kansas do not have them. It will prove a blessing to these libraries if many of the essential first
documents are made available through this medium. Students will find them set out here in their proper order,
a convenience they will doubtless appreciate. And these original documents will enable them to form their
conclusions from the first and best sources. No one can ever be more conscious of the imperfections of this
work than is the author. The history of Kansas, to be complete, can not be confined to the narrow bounds of
two volumes. Adequately treated, there should be ten, and then there would be no dreary page. For there is no
other history like Kansas historyâ€”it is an inspiration. But with whatever faults the book is burdened, it will
be the model for the future historian by which to write the complete history of Kansas. It is on correct
historical lines, and it is hoped that its mission and its aims will be found what the author intendedâ€”truth
fearlessly told and justice served. A few words regarding the biographical section, which was emphasized in
the original prospectus. In that section are found the names, portraits and accounts of a great number of the
people of the state. Preserving the records of families is at least as worth while as keeping record of live stock.
These biographies also have a great value in interpreting the broader movements described in the general
history. The truth is, biography is a most important portion of any historical effort. In the great drama of
history, all play a partâ€”more or less importantâ€”more or less significant. Some are the mere settings of the
stage. Some play an insignificant part. The combined stories of the lives of these men create and constitute, in
the main, true history. They furnish a standard by which can be computed the results of combined effort in the
upbuilding of states and nations.
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The history of Kansas, to be complete, can not be confined to the narrow bounds of two volumes. Adequately treated,
there should be ten, and then there would be no dreary page. For there is no other history like Kansas history â€” it is an
inspiration.
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This is an attempt to commence at the beginning and continue to the end in writing a history of Kansas. There has never
before been an effort to elaborate the pre-Territorial events in the history of the State. The reaction on Kansas of the
political conditions developed in Missouri up to the.
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