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Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection Stalking is a very "real" crime with devastating consequences Posted Jun 14,

Definitions The difficulties associated with defining this term exactly or defining it at all are well documented.
Unlike other crimes, which usually involve one act, stalking is a series of actions that occur over a period of
time. Although stalking is illegal in most areas of the world, some of the actions that contribute to stalking
may be legal, such as gathering information, calling someone on the phone, texting, sending gifts, emailing, or
instant messaging. They become illegal when they breach the legal definition of harassment e. In fact, United
Kingdom law states the incident only has to happen twice when the harasser should be aware their behavior is
unacceptable e. Scholars note that the majority of men and women admit engaging in various stalking-like
behaviors following a breakup, but stop such behaviors over time, suggesting that "engagement in low levels
of unwanted pursuit behaviors for a relatively short amount of time, particularly in the context of a
relationship break-up, may be normative for heterosexual dating relationships occurring within U. They may
engage in vandalism and property damage or make physical attacks that are meant to frighten. Less common
are sexual assaults. It is rarely used for stalking as portrayed by the media since only a small minority of cases
in the survey involved such behaviour. Moreover, the separated acts that make up the intrusion cannot by
themselves cause the mental abuse, but do taken together cumulative effect. One participant, often a woman,
likely wishes to end the relationship entirely, but may find herself unable to easily do so. The other participant,
often but not always a man, wishes to escalate the relationship. It has been described as a close relationship
because the duration, frequency, and intensity of contact may rival that of a more traditional conjunctive
dating relationship. Victims who had been in a previous intimate relationship with their stalker. In addition,
victims who have "date stalkers" are less likely to experience violence by their stalkers. A "date stalker" is
considered an individual who had an intimate relationship with the victim but it was short-lived. Amongst
male stalking victims, most are part of this category. This category of victims also includes neighbor stalking.
These are victims who have been stalked by patients, clients, or students whom they have had a professional
relationship with. Certain professions such as health care providers, teachers, and lawyers are at a higher risk
for stalking. The stalkers of these victims tend to visit them in their workplace which means that they are
either an employer, employee, or a customer. These victims are typically unaware of how their stalkers began
stalking because typically these stalkers form a sense of admiration for their victims from a distance. Most of
these victims are individuals who are portrayed heavily on media outlets but can also include individuals such
as politicians and athletes. Census Bureau for the U. She says, "gender is associated with the types of
emotional reactions that are experienced by recipients of stalking related events, including the degree of fear
experienced by the victim. She discusses how victims might view certain forms of stalking as normal because
of gender socialization influences on the acceptability of certain behaviors. She emphasizes that in the United
Kingdom, Australia, and the United States, strangers are considered more dangerous when it comes to stalking
than a former partner. Media also plays an important role due to portrayals of male stalking behavior as
acceptable, influencing men into thinking it is normal. She also mentions coercive control theory, "future
research will be needed to determine if this theory can predict how changes in social structures and
gender-specific norms will result in variations in rates of stalking for men versus women over time in the
United States and across the world. However, most stalkers are nonpsychotic and may exhibit disorders or
neuroses such as major depression , adjustment disorder , or substance dependence , as well as a variety of
personality disorders such as antisocial , borderline , or narcissistic. Rejected stalkers follow their victims in
order to reverse, correct, or avenge a rejection e. Resentful stalkers make a vendetta because of a sense of
grievance against the victims â€” motivated mainly by the desire to frighten and distress the victim. Intimacy
seekers seek to establish an intimate, loving relationship with their victim. Incompetent suitors, despite poor
social or courting skills, have a fixation , or in some cases, a sense of entitlement to an intimate relationship
with those who have attracted their amorous interest. Their victims are most often already in a dating
relationship with someone else. Predatory stalkers spy on the victim in order to prepare and plan an attack â€”
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often sexual â€” on the victim. In addition to Mullen et al. This research culminated in one of the most
comprehensive books written to date on the subject. It is considered the "gold standard" as a reference to
stalking crimes, victim protection, safety planning, security and threat assessment published by CRC Press,
Inc. Both the vengeance stalker and terrorist stalker the latter sometimes called the political stalker do not, in
contrast with some of the aforementioned types of stalkers, seek a personal relationship with their victims but
rather force them to emit a certain response. For example, most prosecutions in this stalking category have
been against anti-abortionists who stalk doctors in an attempt to discourage the performance of abortions.
Intimacy-seeking stalkers often have delusional disorders involving erotomanic delusions. With rejected
stalkers, the continual clinging to a relationship of an inadequate or dependent person couples with the
entitlement of the narcissistic personality, and the persistent jealousy of the paranoid personality. In contrast,
resentful stalkers demonstrate an almost "pure culture of persecution ", with delusional disorders of the
paranoid type, paranoid personalities, and paranoid schizophrenia. As discussed above, these specific
apparently stalking behaviors may have multiple motivations. In addition, the personality characteristics that
are often discussed as antecedent to stalking may also produce behavior that is not stalking as conventionally
defined. Some research suggests there is a spectrum of what might be called "obsessed following behavior.
Some of these people get extruded from their organizationsâ€”they may get hospitalized or fired or let go if
their behavior is defined in terms of illegal stalking, but many others do good or even excellent work in their
organizations and appear to have just one focus of tenacious obsession. Cyberstalking and Cyberstalking
legislation Wikimedia Commons has media related to Cyberstalking. Cyberstalking is the use of computers or
other electronic technology to facilitate stalking. In Davis , Lucks identified a separate category of stalkers
who instead of a terrestrial means, prefer to perpetrate crimes against their targeted victims through electronic
and online means. Mobbing According to a U. Department of Justice special report [17] a significant number
of people reporting stalking incidents claim that they had been stalked by more than one person, with The
report did not break down these cases into numbers of victims who claimed to have been stalked by several
people individually, and by people acting in concert. A question asked of respondents reporting three or more
stalkers by polling personnel about whether the stalking was related to co-workers, members of a gang,
fraternities, sororities, etc. Census Bureau for the Department of Justice. Over a quarter of all stalking and
harassment victims do not know their stalkers in any capacity. About a tenth responding to the SVS did not
know the identities of their stalkers. False accusations and Persecutory delusions In , Pathe, Mullen and
Purcell wrote that popular interest in stalking was promoting false claims. These have been reported by
external observers as being examples of belief systems , as opposed to reports of objective phenomena. They
may reinforce the troubled thinking of the mentally ill and impede treatment. There were highly significant
differences between the two samples on depressive symptoms, post-traumatic symptomatology and adverse
impact on social and occupational function, with the self-declared victims of gang-stalking more severely
affected. The authors concluded that "group-stalking appears to be delusional in basis, but complainants suffer
marked psychological and practical sequelae. This is important in the assessment of risk in stalking cases,
early referral to psychiatric services and allocation of police resources. There was no significant difference
between the incidence of stalking in rural and urban areas. Punishments vary from a maximum of 10 years
imprisonment in some states, to a fine for the lowest severity of stalking in others. Australian anti-stalking
laws have some notable features. Unlike many US jurisdictions they do not require the victim to have felt fear
or distress as a result of the behaviour, only that a reasonable person would have felt this way. In some states,
the anti-stalking laws operate extra-territorially, meaning that an individual can be charged with stalking if
either they or the victim are in the relevant state. Most Australian states provide the option of a restraining
order in cases of stalking, breach of which is punishable as a criminal offence. There has been relatively little
research into Australian court outcomes in stalking cases, although Freckelton found that in the state of
Victoria , most stalkers received fines or community based dispositions. Canada Section of the Criminal Code
, titled "criminal harassment", [45] addresses acts which are termed "stalking" in many other jurisdictions. The
provisions of the section came into force in August with the intent of further strengthening laws protecting
women. Section has withstood Charter challenges. The definition is not strict and allows "similar behaviour"
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to also be classified as stalking. India In , Indian Parliament made amendments to the Indian Penal Code ,
introducing stalking as a criminal offence. A man committing the offence of stalking would be liable for
imprisonment up to three years for the first offence, and shall also be liable to fine and for any subsequent
conviction would be liable for imprisonment up to five years and with fine. Italy Following a series of
high-profile incidents that came to public attention in the past years, a law was proposed in June , and became
effective in February D. If the perpetrator of the offense is a subject tied to the victim by kinship or that is or
has been in the past involved in a relationship with the victim i. Netherlands In the Wetboek van Strafrecht
there is an Article b [55] that considers stalking as a crime, actually an Antragsdelikt: He, who unlawfully
systematically and deliberately intrudes someones personal environment with the intention to enforce the other
to do something, not to do something or to tolerate something or to frighten, will be punished because of
stalking. Maximum imprisonment is three years or a fine of the fourth category. Prosecution will only happen
when there is a complaint from him, against whom this crime has been committed Antragsdelikt. Romania
Article of the Criminal Code states: The act of someone who repeatedly follows, without right or a legitimate
interest, a person or his or her home, workplace or other place frequented, thus causing a state of fear. Making
phone calls or communication by means of transmission, which by frequent or continuous use, causes fear to a
person. This shall be punished with imprisonment from one to three months or a fine if the case is not a more
serious offense. Criminal action is initiated by prior complaint of the victim. United Kingdom Already before
the enactment of the Protection from Harassment Act , the Malicious Communications Act and the
Telecommunications Act now the Communications Act criminalised indecent, offensive or threatening phone
calls and the sending of an indecent, offensive or threatening letter, electronic communication or other article
to another person. Before no specific offence existed in England and Wales but in Scotland incidents could be
dealt with under pre-existing law with life imprisonment available for the worst offences England and Wales
In England and Wales , " harassment " was criminalised by the enactment of the Protection from Harassment
Act , which came into force on 16 June In England and Wales , liability may arise in the event that the victim
suffers either mental or physical harm as a result of being harassed or slang term stalked see R. In , the Prime
Minister, David Cameron , stated that the government intended to make another attempt to create a law aimed
specifically at stalking behaviour. The act of stalking under this section is exemplified by contacting, or
attempting to contact, a person by any means, publishing any statement or other material relating or purporting
to relate to a person, monitoring the use by a person of the internet, email or any other form of electronic
communication, loitering in any place whether public or private , interfering with any property in the
possession of a person or watching or spying on a person. Scotland In Scotland , behaviour commonly
described as stalking was already prosecuted as the Common Law offence of breach of the peace not to be
confused with the minor English offence of the same description before the introduction of the statutory
offence against s. Provision is made under the Protection from Harassment Act against stalking to deal with
the civil offence i. Victims of stalking may sue for interdict against an alleged stalker, or a non-harassment
order, breach of which is an offence. Congressman Ed Royce introduced the law in Within three years [64]
thereafter, every state in the United States followed suit to create the crime of stalking, under different names
such as criminal harassment or criminal menace. Stalking is a controversial crime because a conviction does
not require any physical harm.
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Including several case examples for study and clinical-forensic comparison, Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection will
help you provide better services to victims, evaluate the mental state of the stalker, provide assessments of potential
threat, and consult on security issues, case management, and safety planning.

Among the victims speaking out are Samantha Shrewsbury, whose year-old daughter was murdered, and Zoe
Dronfield, almost killed by her obsessed ex in a brutal eight-hour attack. Last week, we told how bus driver
Imre Marton, 33, wears a stab-proof vest after his six-year ordeal with obsessed passenger Charlie Howells,
The database would be part of the Violent and Sex Offender Register and help cops identify and monitor
stalkers. Zoe Dronfield was frustrated by what the police were unable to do to help Image: Sunday Mirror Zoe
Dronfield was attacked by ex-boyfriend Jason Smith and was hypnotised to help her remember the traumatic
assault Image: Samantha Shrewsbury lost her daughter Jayden when she was murdered by a stalker Image:
Since he was jailed, 14 other women have told her they were terrorised before her. If there was a register
police would have known his history for stalking and he may have been arrested before it almost cost me my
life. Ben Blakley murdered year-old pregnant ex Jayden Parkinson Image: We are asking for the Violent and
Sexual Offender Register to include serial stalkers. That fell to 32 per cent in and 30 per cent in The Home
Office said the rise in incidents was down to better recording. But a July report found police are failing
stalking victims. A Freedom of Information request last month revealed stalkers, partners or exes killed 49
women in the past three years, despite being reported. If passed, police could give SPOs early, leading to five
years in jail if breached. She reported him went on to kill her in after learning she was pregnant. They left her
to the clutches of that evil man. Samantha, who blogs on stalking and domestic violence, said: It makes me
proud but sad. She suffered stab wounds, bleeding to the brain a broken nose and wrist. Zoe needed
hypnotherapy to recall the ordeal and to testify against him. We must protect future victims. Stalking only
became a criminal offence in England and Wales in High-profile cases have boosted awareness. Girls Aloud
singer Nicola Roberts, 32, was stalked by ex Carl Davies, who got a lifetime restraining order in May for
threatening her via social media. Yvette Cooper has taken a stand against the lack of police powers to tackle
this crime Image: The Home Affairs Select Committee inquiry into domestic abuse is also considering
stalking. My stalker was serial, he was known. My attack could have been prevented. He backed our campaign
saying: This would mean police could act quicker. Imre Marton was forced to go into hiding due to a female
stalker Image: Imre, 33, who left his job and moved house, said: Alice, 24, dumped cheat Trimaan Dhillon â€”
and in a revenge campaign he travelled miles to leave gifts, bombarded her with hostile messages and hacked
her Facebook account. After learning she was dating someone new, he broke into her home and slit her throat.
Sue and husband Clive Ruggles, 66, of Leicestershire, are backing the stalker register. They said police could
have arrested Dhillon sooner if there had been a database to check for his harassment conviction. It took 30
calls to police before he was convicted of harassment and given a restraining order by Sunderland magistrates.
In April he was given a six-month community order and curfew. I was frightened to leave the house. Join our
campaign The People is backing a petition for the Violent Sexual Offender Register to include serial stalkers.
Perpetrators with a history of stalking are dangerous and must be identified and tracked. For too long, serial
offenders have been able to terrorise multiple victims - in the absence of an effective means of monitoring
them. For victims, the impact of this is devastating, resulting in psychological damage, physical trauma and
loss of life. A register would allow cops to keep tabs on serial stalkers, and intervene quickly when they
reoffend - which would save lives. The database would also shift the onus away from the victim to report
multiple crimes and onto the perpetrator to change their behaviour. And it would send a clear message to
stalkers that they will not get away with the crime. So far, over , people have signed the petition. Add your
signature here. The proposals for SPOs include that they:
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Chapter 3 : Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection | WorkplaceViolence
Although stalking is an age-old phenomenon, it is only recently receiving due attention. In a span of just ten years, all
fifty states have passed anti-stalking legislation. For the first time, Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection: Prevention,
Intervention, Threat Assessment, and Case Management.

Threat assessment Case management. Including several case examples for study and clinical-forensic
comparison, Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection will help you provide better services to victims, evaluate
the mental state of the stalker, provide assessments of potential threat, and consult on security issues, case
management, and safety planning. Reviews "The editor, who is an expert in the field of public safety
psychology, has a background in both psychology and law. Thus he is well qualified to undertake this task of
bringing together experts for this book. Overall, this is a very good book â€¦. Joe Davis and know his work
well in this area. His work is to be applauded and the contributing authors are to be congratulated for their
collaborationâ€¦ This expertise will certainly assist those professionals who are actively working and
managing stalking cases. Erotomania, Stalking and Stalkers: Stalking, Stalkers and Domestic Violence:
Electronic Crime, Stalkers and Stalking: The Dynamics of Campus Stalkers and Stalking: Security and Risk
Management Perspectives, Sgt. Jones and Glenn S. Future Prediction of Dangerousness and Violent Behavior:
Collins and Mary Beth Wilkas, M. Establishing a Threat Management Unit, Det. Greg Boles Stalking the
Stalker: Prosecuting Those Who Stalk: Workplace Violence and Unwanted Pursuit: From an Employers
Perspective, Regina A. Training, and Education, Joseph A. Educating Those Who Stalk the Stalker:
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Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection: Prevention, Intervention, Threat Assessment and Case Management Edited by
Dr. Joe Davis. A. new multidisciplinary book published by CRC Press and edited by Joe Davis, Ph.D.
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For the first time, Stalking Crimes and Victim Protection: Prevention, Intervention, Threat Assessment, and Case
Management brings together in one source all the research done by professionals in various fields since
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