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Request Information The purpose of special education is to provide equal access to education for children ages
birth through 21 by providing specialized services that will lead to school success in the general curriculum.
The following information is an outline of the special education process and brief descriptions of its elements.
Children may be diagnosed with a disability by a medical provider or by the school district. However, one
must understand that being simply diagnosed with a disability is not a guarantee of services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act IDEA. Having a disability is the first question when determining if
a student qualifies. The evaluation team must also answer two additional questions: Does the child need
specially designed instruction which is the IDEA definition of special education? Students who have physical
disabilities or developmental delays are often identified early by a pediatrician or other medical provider. The
earlier your child receives these services, the better. Students with learning disabilities often face a different
scenario. This is explained in The Importance of the Assessment Process. Also, much of the instruction
delivered in the lowest grade levels is skills-based. This means that your child is learning skills such as
reading, writing and basic arithmetic. If he or she can read a word or solve a basic math problem, he or she
will have relatively few problems in these grades. Regardless of his or her ability or diagnosed disability, your
student will find that school becomes much more difficult once he or she needs to build upon previously
mastered skills to gather new information. This is especially true if your child was not able to master some of
the foundational skills. In the past, students with learning or other disabilities were not given any specialized
assistance until their academic performance was significantly lower than their ability IQ indicated it should be.
In other words, smart kids had to consistently fail before they received help. Even worse, those students had to
wait so long for assistance that, as they waited, they fell further and further behind their peers remember that
widening gap? Does this seem unfair? Teachers thought so, too. Most school districts use RTI to provide
interventions for struggling students but the districts do not use the results of the interventions as the data that
the law requires to identify a student as having a disability. Instead, schools refer a student who has not
responded to interventions student for more assessments to get the data. For very young students
kindergarteners through third graders who are struggling this can be a problem because they have not learned
enough to show a real discrepancy in test results. Many experts consider overlooking the data that can be
derived from interventions to be a missed opportunity to identify students earlier in the process. See the
previous paragraph about the discrepancy method for identifying specific learning disability. Assessments are
diagnostic tools; they do not contain answers or solutions. They can also rule out simple problems, such as
hearing or vision impairments, which may be affecting learning. This information is invaluable because it
guides the educational process. Teachers can write goals for your child and you can request services based on
information found within these assessments. It is important to remember that not every child who struggles
academically will qualify for special education services. If your child is struggling but does not qualify for
special education, it is imperative that you keep looking for solutions. The Individualized Education Program
and Meeting If your child is diagnosed with a learning disability or other qualifying impairment , the next step
is to draft an individualized education program IEP for him or her. Parents must give permission for placement
as a part of the initial IEP. It is imperative that you attend these meetings. It is a forum for exchanging ideas
and the IEP team members can offer you invaluable support. If you cannot attend these meetings in person,
find a way to participate. IEP teams are eager to consider options, such as your attendance via speaker phone
or Skype. You are the one who knows your child the best; the IEP team members need your input. Do not be
surprised by how many people attend IEP meetings. The law requires that five positions are represented at
each IEP team meeting. Those five positions that need representation are the parent, the special education
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teacher, the general education teacher, a person who can interpret test information, and a district
representative. That does not always mean five different people will attend the meeting; in some cases one
person can play two roles. For example the special education teacher often is qualified to interpret test data.
You may also consider encouraging your child to attend and be an active member of the team. After all, it is
his or her education that the team is discussing. At age 16 and older, each student is required to participate in
the process. Students are invited to attend the meetings; if they do not or cannot, then the team will find
another way to allow participation, usually by going over the document prior to the meeting. This means that
the team will determine the most appropriate environment for your child. Remember that your child is entitled
to receive services in an environment that is as close to the general education setting as possible. It is
important that you know why the team recommends one placement over another. Remember that the IEP team
should be able to use data such as test scores, work samples and behavioral charts to support any placement
recommendations. If the team is recommending a change of placement, arrange a tour of the new classroom. If
you are ever uncomfortable with a placement recommendation, try to work with the IEP team to come up with
a better alternative. The team makes decisions about every part of the IEP, including placement by what the
law calls consensus, which means that a strong majority of the team members must agree. While parents have
considerable influence, they do not have the right of veto. If the majority of a team agrees to something and
the parents disagree, their options are to change their minds or work through conflict resolution solutions.
Some educators believe that the parent signature is required on all IEPs before the document can be
implemented, but this is not true in most states California does require a parent signature for new goals and
services. The only time a parent signature is required is for the initial placement; starting with the second IEP,
consensus is the method used. For example, if an academic test indicates that your child struggles with reading
comprehension, you can use that data to request speech and language support or classroom accommodations,
such as extra time to complete reading and writing tasks. Every three years, your child will undergo a new
round of assessments to determine his or her continuing eligibility for special education services. You will be
presented with this information at the triennial meeting. Often there is enough existing data, thus allowing the
team to simply review that data and determine that eligibility should continue.
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But what are these other educational systems? How do they work? What is their draw? In this article, we talk
some of the most common alternative schools that have come to prominence over the recent decades. Charter
schools were originally conceived by Ray Budde, a professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, in
Minnesota was the first state to develop a charter school law in In the early s, charter schools began receiving
great deal of attention as an alternative to traditional public schools. Although many have lauded charter
schools as emblematic of reform and possibility, several factors are important to consider when discussing
them. One of those points is accountability. Even though charter schools receive public funds, they are not
accountable in the traditional manner. They must meet specified standards of performance, but have no
agreed-upon level of performance across state lines, so the levels of evaluating and monitoring these types of
schools vary widely across the country this will change with the implementation of CCSS, especially for states
that receive Race to the Top funds. Many local, state, and federal standards must still be met, but some are
waived. Another learning environment that is taking hold in the 21st century is the online format. Standards
for judging the effectiveness of this type of teaching and learning environment have not been established,
primarily because this form of education is so new. Charter schools have embraced online learning and often
use this method of education delivery in part or as a total mode. Because this mode of education is growing in
popularity, a method of tracking performance is being developed. Yet another educational option is
homeschooling, with parents providing instruction to their children at home. According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, an estimated 1. State-by-state standards for homeschooling need to be addressed. As it
stands, very few states choose to exercise control over homeschools. Those states that do show some control
may require homeschooled children to pass state-appropriate grade-level assessments. Lastly, the voucher
program has been toyed with since the s. Practical problems make it difficult to implement the use of
vouchers. It is difficult, for example, to come up with an equal system when private schools and public
schools may have widely varying costs per pupil. And eligibility requirements for particular categories of
students have never been established. Currently, students can fall into widely divergent categories, depending
on the school system involved. Categories could range from autistic students to disabled students to students
grouped by age, income, or residence. The use of private vouchers, as it turns out, is less popular than the
vouchers associated with public systems. In the private voucher systems, monies are typically collected from
individual donors, such as religious organizations or corporations. The funds are then awarded through grants
to low-income families. A similar program to the voucher system involves tax credit programs. Expenses for
schooling are credited through the tax system with reimbursements. While the voucher and tax credit
programs may appear to be controlled by market forces, that is not the case in practice. Issues have arisen
during the administration of these types of programs, including limits on particular students allowed to
participate, the entanglement of bureaucracy, and monetary limits. Public schooling may still have some issues
to sort out, but that statement is true for alternative schools, too. Hopefully, as schools move forward into the
21st century, powerful educational reform will help school systems of all types shape up and shoot forward.
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Education in the 20th century Social and historical background International wars, together with an
intensification of internal stresses and conflicts among social, racial, and ideological groups, characterized the
20th century and had profound effects on education. Some of the changes that had far-reaching effects were
the rapidly spreading prosperity but widening gaps between rich and poor, an immense increase in world
population but a declining birth rate in Western countries, the growth of large-scale industry and its
dependence on science and technological advancement, the increasing power of both organized labour and
international business, and the enormous influence of both technical and sociopsychological advances in
communication, especially as utilized in mass media. Other pivotal changes included challenges to accepted
values, such as those supported by religion; changes in social relations, especially toward versions of group
and individual equality; and an explosion of knowledge affecting paradigms as well as particular information.
These and other changes marked a century of social and political swings toward a more dynamic and less
categorical resolution. The institutional means of handling this uncertain world were to accept more diversity
while maintaining basic forms and to rely on management efficiency to ensure practical outcomes. The two
World Wars weakened the military and political might of the larger European powers. One consequence of
this was a great increase in the quantity of education provided. Attempts were made to eradicate illiteracy, and
colleges and schools were built everywhere. The growing affluence of masses of the population in
high-income areas in North America and Europe brought about, particularly after World War II , a tremendous
demand for secondary and higher education. Most children stayed at school until 16, 17, or even 18 years of
age, and a substantial fraction spent at least two years at college. The number of universities in many countries
doubled or trebled between and , and the elaboration of the tertiary level continued thereafter. This growth was
sustained partly by the industrial requirements of modern scientific technology. New methods, processes, and
machines were continually introduced. Old skills became irrelevant; new industries sprang up. In addition, the
amount of scientificâ€”as distinct from merely technicalâ€”knowledge grew continually. Researchers, skilled
workers, and high-level professionals were increasingly in demand. The processing of information underwent
revolutionary change. The educational response was mainly to develop technical colleges , to promote adult
education at all levels, to turn attention to part-time and evening courses, and to provide more training and
education within the industrial enterprises themselves. The adoption of modern methods of food production
diminished the need for agricultural workers, who headed for the cities. Urbanization , however, brought
problems: The poorest remained in those centres, and it became difficult to provide adequate education. The
radical change to large numbers of disrupted families, where the norm was a single working parent, affected
the urban poor extensively but in all cases raised an expectation of additional school services. Differences in
family background, together with the cultural mix partly occasioned by change of immigration patterns,
required teaching behaviour and content appropriate to a more heterogeneous school population. Major
intellectual movements Influence of psychology and other fields on education The attempt to apply scientific
method to the study of education dates back to the German philosopher Johann Friedrich Herbart , who called
for the application of psychology to the art of teaching. But not until the end of the 19th century, when the
German psychologist Wilhelm Max Wundt established the first psychological laboratory at the University of
Leipzig in , were serious efforts made to separate psychology from philosophy. William James , often
considered the father of American psychology of education , began about to lay the groundwork for his
psychophysiological laboratory, which was officially founded at Harvard University in Interests must be
awakened and broadened as the natural starting points of instruction. They asked the teacher to help educate
heroic individuals who would project daring visions of the future and work courageously to realize them.
Thorndike is credited with the introduction of modern educational psychology , with the publication of
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Educational Psychology in Thorndike attempted to apply the methods of exact science to the practice of
psychology. James and Thorndike, together with the American philosopher John Dewey , helped to clear away
many of the fantastic notions once held about the successive steps involved in the development of mental
functions from birth to maturity. Eminent researchers in the field advanced knowledge of behaviour
modification, child development , and motivation. They studied learning theories ranging from classical and
instrumental conditioning and technical models to social theories and open humanistic varieties. Besides the
specific applications of measurement, counseling , and clinical psychology , psychology contributed to
education through studies of cognition , information processing , the technology of instruction, and learning
styles. After much controversy about nature versus nurture and about qualitative versus quantitative methods,
Jungian , phenomenological, and ethnographic methods took their place alongside psychobiological
explanations to help educationists understand the place of heredity , general environment, and school in
development and learning. The relationship between educational theory and other fields of study became
increasingly close. Social science was used to study interactions and speech to discover what was actually
happening in a classroom. Philosophy of science led educational theorists to attempt to understand
paradigmatic shifts in knowledge. Both social philosophy and critical sociology continued to elaborate the
themes of social control and oppression as embedded in educational institutions. In a world of social as well as
intellectual change, there were necessarily new ethical questionsâ€”such as those dealing with abortion ,
biological experimentation, and child rightsâ€”which placed new demands on education and required new
methods of teaching. Essentialists stressed those human experiences that they believed were indispensable to
people of all time periods. Closely related to essentialism was what was called humanistic, or liberal,
education in its traditional form. Although many intellectuals argued the case, Robert M. Hutchins , president
and then chancellor of the University of Chicago from to , and Mortimer J. Adler , professor of the philosophy
of law at the same institution, were its most recognized proponents. Adler argued for the restoration of an
Aristotelian viewpoint in education. Maintaining that there are unchanging verities, he sought a return to
education fixed in content and aim. He and his colleagues urged a return to the cultivation of the intellect.
Opposed to the fundamental tenets of pragmatism was the philosophy that underlay all Roman Catholic
education. Theocentric in its viewpoint, Catholic Scholasticism had God as its unchanging basis of action. It
insisted that without such a basis there can be no real aim to any type of living, and hence there can be no real
purpose in any system of education. New foundations The three concerns that guided the development of
20th-century education were the child, science, and society. The foundations for this trilogy were laid by
so-called progressive education movements supporting child-centred education, scientific-realist education,
and social reconstruction.
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Old methods were improved; new methods were tried; and a somewhat cohesive schooling system came out of
the mix that has influenced education even to the present day. A major feature of education during the 19th
century was the increased involvement of states in education. State-sponsored education gradually replaced
the private arrangements for education of the preceding centuries. Largely due to political forces and
economic stability, state-sponsored secular education replaced the religiously driven education system of the
17th and 18th centuries. The intervention by the state in education was not well received by all. Religious
groups had their reservations about a state-influenced curriculum. This was especially the case for Catholics,
who resented the tilt toward Protestantism. In the late 19th century, many urban children were employed as
factory workers, and did not attend school. This allowed emphasis to be placed on the exclusive education of
children during their childhood in America. Although Thomas Jefferson was in favor of state funding for
public education, his ideals were not universally embraced. Mann felt that all children should learn together,
and admission from a wide range of socioeconomic backgrounds was encouraged. However, African
American slaves and other minorities were considered automatically excluded from admission at most of these
common schools. As a Massachusetts state senator and the first Secretary of the Massachusetts State Board of
Education, Mann brought notable changes to the schooling system in the state. One of his great initiatives was
professional training for teachers. He believed that standards ought to be set for teachers and that all teachers
should receive prior training in instructional methods and practical training in a teaching environment. The
first school for teachers was established in Lexington, Massachusetts, in Mann also championed taking a
proactive view of education, because it played a role in economic growth by allowing the training and
preparation of an incoming workforce for industry and business. He further argued that education was
imperative for a democratic society, a notion that is commonly held today. The model of common schools
proposed and established by Mann eventually became the model for schools throughout America. The
common school movement resulted in an education system geared to meet the needs of a diverse population.
Because states were required to take ownership of the education of their citizens, this model led to a highly
localized school system. This meant that the governance of schools was largely left to the district and the state,
with little or no federal intervention. This is said to have resulted, both directly and indirectly, in many of the
school funding disparities that we see in America today. Common schools provided the foundations of modern
teaching methods and practices as well as the philosophy of education. Before the Civil War, teaching was
generally a profession dominated by men. During the 19th century, the number of female teachers began to
grow. Women had very few options for admission into higher education and equally few in terms of gaining
financial independence. Anthony were highly active in promoting the education of women as teachers. These
actions laid the foundation for the education of both women and teachers in America. All in all, the 19th
century was a period of major revolution in what education looked like.
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A smaller number of students in need of intensive or specialized services attend "City-Wide Special
Education", or District 75 services. All special education services are described in a document called the
Continuum of Special Education Services. Students may also be receiving "related services", such as speech
therapy or counseling. These will be listed on page 9 of the IEP. Initial Referrals for Special Education
Referrals may be made by parents or persons authorized to act as the parent see Consent section below , or by
authorized school officials. See sample request for referral letter and sample referral letter for use by a parent.
Within ten days of the request, the principal of the school must either 1 request that the parent consent for
evaluation or 2 offer the parent a meeting to discuss the request. Evaluations must be completed and a CSE
meeting must be scheduled. If the student is found to be eligible for special education, an IEP is written, and
the service recommendations must be implemented. There are strict timeline requirements for the different
steps in the process, and overall, it should not take longer than 60 school days not calendar days from the time
the parent or person acting as the parent gives consent for evaluation to implementing the IEP
recommendations. Consent Consent is required for evaluation, and then must be given again for services to be
initiated. This person may be and usually is the foster parent. No person employed by the foster care agency
from which the child is receiving services, or from ACS, may act as surrogate parent or give consent to the
CSE. If there is no foster parent, as with a student in a group home, the CSE must identify a person qualified
to act as surrogate parent. A parent also has the right to name someone to act as the parent, by signing a legal
document called a Designation of Person in Parental Relation , which should be carefully read and completed.
The rules about when consent is required and who may give consent are strict legal requirements contained in
state regulations. See the consent summary chart for more detailed information about the legal requirements.
Placement If a student is recommended for a special class in a community school, a Special Education
Placement Officer at the Borough Enrollment Office will be responsible for finding an appropriate classroom.
However, if the student attends either a charter school or a private school then the CSE Special Education
Placement Officer will look for placement. Day treatment programs may be hospital-based, located in a
community site, or public school and are licensed by the NYS Office of Mental Health. Students attending a
day treatment program receive therapy and psychiatric services in the program and not from other providers in
the community. This tipsheet on day treatment applications will help to guide ACS and foster care agency
staff through the day treatment referral process. Resolving Special Education Disputes If parents are unable to
resolve a disagreement with the CSE, they can request special education mediation , with a third party
mediator who tries to help them come to an agreement. Parents can also request an Impartial Hearing , with a
hearing officer who listens to evidence and renders a decision. SED also funds parent training and information
centers offering information, training and advocacy. There are a number of other advocacy organizations
providing assistance to parents with special education problems. Mauris tristique libero laoreet enim.
Maecenas ullamcorper gravida lacus. Vi Nulla nunc tortor, In this Section:
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It's time to end segregation of special education students, professors say February 11, by Mike Krings, University of
Kansas Pictured facing camera, from left: Amy McCart, Wayne Sailor.
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The Edvocate was created in to argue for shifts in education policy and organization in order to enhance the quality of
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This is my third year teaching at William Penn High School in the Colonial School District in New Castle, Delaware.
Dually certified in special education and English Language Arts, I teach an ELA inclusion class to 11th and 12th graders,
which means I serve students with and without Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) in the same setting.
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