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Etymology[ edit ] "Purana" means "ancient, old". Significance[ edit ] The Bhagavata Purana was a significant
text in the bhakti movement and the culture of India. The Bhagavata declares itself the essence of all the
Upanishads and derivative Smritis ; The Srimad Bhagavatam is the very essence of all the Vedanta literature.
One who has enjoyed the nectar of its rasa never has any desire for anything else. The Bhagavata Purana
abounds in references to verses of the Vedas , the primary Upanishads , the Brahma Sutra of Vedanta school
of Hindu philosophy, and the Bhagavad Gita, suggesting that it was composed after these texts. Hazra date it
to the first half of the 6th century CE, Bryant as well as Gupta and Valpey citing epigraphical and
archaeological evidence suggest much of the text could be from the 4th to 7th century, [51] [52] while most
others place it in the post- Alvar period around the 9th century. Scholars have long acknowledged the
existence of Purana manuscripts that "seem to differ much from printed edition", and it is unclear which one is
accurate, and whether conclusions drawn from the randomly or cherrypicked printed version were universal
over geography or time. While Bhakti Yoga is the prominent teaching, various passages show a synthesis that
also includes Samkhya, Yoga, Vedanta, and Advaita Vedanta. While classical yoga attempts to shut down the
mind and senses, the Bhakti Yoga in the Bhagavata teaches that the focus of the mind is transformed by filling
the mind with thoughts of Krishna. This is in contrast to classical Samkhya, where the impulse for creation is
"inherent in primal nature", or prakriti. He gives Samhkhya and Yoga as the way of overcoming the dream,
with the goal of Samhkhya as Bhagavan himself in the aspect of Krishna. God in this philosophy is within, is
not different from the individual self, states Daniel Sheridan, and transcends the limitations of specificity and
temporality. Some love back those loving, some do the contrary of this, and some love neither, Oh! Mutual
love is essentially about mutual gain, thus is neither dharmic nor genuinely friendly. Truly compassionate and
dharmic lovers are those, who love without being loved in return. Prahlada disagrees with his father, resists
him, and pursues what he feels is right. In this legend, and many others, the text challenges presumption and
stereotypes about a person based on birth and heredity, as well as encourages the readers through the character
of Prahlada to resist threats, harassment and indoctrination from anyone. This is an iconic representation of
Krishna in the Bhagavata and other Puranas. The Purana conceptualizes a form of Dharma that competes with
that in the Vedas , suggesting that Bhakti ultimately leads to Self-knowledge, Moksha salvation and bliss. The
text does not subscribe, state Gupta and Valpey, to contextless "categorical notions of justice or morality", but
suggests that "Dharma depends on context". In Chapter 15 of Book 7, the Bhagavata identifies different forms
of these destructive, negative and chaotic contexts, naming Upa-dharma heretical polemics, misrepresentation
, Vi-dharma obstruction, disruption , Abhasa-dharma semblance, pretension , Chala-dharma deceit as
examples of Adharma. In a positive or neutral context, states the Bhagavata, ethics and moral behavior must
be adhered to; when persistently persecuted by evil, anything that reduces the strength of the "evil and
poisonous circumstances" is good. However, the Bhagavata Purana, in explaining the method of reaching that
goal, recommends the object of concentration as Krishna, thus folding in Yoga as a form of bhakti and the
"union with the divine". The tenth book promotes Krishna as the highest absolute personal aspect of godhead
â€” the personality behind the term Ishvara and the ultimate aspect of Brahman. The sage Narada advises
Vyasa that his unease was because he had not yet described the highest goal of knowledge. The text describes
Shuka as a precocious Advaita Vedantin who, rather than becoming a Krishna devotee, entered sannyasa and
renounced the world as a child. After hearing the recital, Parikshit dies. Evil has temporal reasons that feeds it,
good has spiritual reasons that sustains it, and the cosmic tension between the two, with cycles of conflict,
weaves through the chapters in twelve books of the Bhagavata Purana. They assert that there is a need for a
practical document that distills the means to a spiritual life. Sage Narada then states, "when he meditated on
Self in Self through Self", he realized that he was doing Bhakti. He taught the entire Purana to Shuka , his
young son. Shuka leaves to roam the world, and meets King Parikshit, who is dying on the bank of the river
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Ganges. Several sages gather around him, including teenage Shuka. Parikshit asks Shuka what he should do to
prepare for death.
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Nomenclature[ edit ] The Gita in the title of the text "Bhagavad Gita" means "song". Religious leaders and
scholars interpret the word "Bhagavad" in a number of ways. Accordingly, the title has been interpreted as
"the Song of God" by the theistic schools, [16] "the Song of the Lord", [17] "the Divine Song", [18] [19] and
"the Celestial Song" by others. According to Kashi Nath Upadhyaya, a Gita scholar, it is possible that a
number of different individuals with the same name compiled different texts. This is evidenced by the
discontinuous intermixing of philosophical verses with theistic or passionately theistic verses, according to
Basham. Scholars accept dates from the fifth century to the second century BCE as the probable range, the
later likely. The Hinduism scholar Jeaneane Fowler, in her commentary on the Gita, considers second century
BCE to be the probable date of composition. Kashi Nath Upadhyaya, in contrast, dates it a bit earlier. He
states that the Gita was always a part of the Mahabharata, and dating the latter suffices in dating the Gita. This
would date the text as transmitted by the oral tradition to the later centuries of the 1st-millennium BCE, and
the first written version probably to the 2nd- or 3rd-century CE. The dating of the Gita is thus dependent on
the uncertain dating of the Mahabharata. The actual dates of composition of the Gita remain unresolved. These
are the three starting points for the Vedanta school of Hindu philosophy. Smarta Tradition The Bhagavad Gita
is the sealing achievement of Hindu Synthesis, incorporating its various religious traditions. It openly
synthesizes and inclusively accepts multiple ways of life, harmonizing spiritual pursuits through action karma
, knowledge jnana , devotion bhakti. The Indologist Robert Minor, and others, [web 1] in contrast, state the
Gita is "more clearly defined as a synthesis of Vedanta, Yoga and Samkhya" philosophies of Hinduism. Thus
Gita discusses and synthesizes the three dominant trends in Hinduism: According to Deutsch and Dalvi, the
Bhagavad Gita attempts "to forge a harmony" between these three paths. The Gita disapproves of these,
stating that not only is it against the tradition but against Krishna himself, because "Krishna dwells within all
beings, in torturing the body the ascetic would be torturing him", states Flood. Even a monk should strive for
the "inner renunciation", rather than external pretensions. According to Upadhyaya, the Gita states that none
of these paths to spiritual realization are "intrinsically superior or inferior", rather they "converge in one and
lead to the same goal". Therein, in the third section, the Gita forms chapters 23â€”40, that is 6. An authentic
manuscript of the Gita with verses has not been found. Each shloka line has two quarter verses with exactly
eight syllables. Each of these quarters is further arranged into "two metrical feet of four syllables each", state
Flood and Martin. The Pandava prince Arjuna asks his charioteer Krishna to drive to the center of the
battlefield so that he can get a good look at both the armies and all those "so eager for war". He does not want
to fight to kill them and is thus filled with doubt and despair on the battlefield. Because of differences in
recensions , the verses of the Gita may be numbered in the full text of the Mahabharata as chapters 6.
However, variant readings are relatively few in contrast to the numerous versions of the Mahabharata it is
found embedded in, and the meaning is the same. Some Sanskrit editions that separate the Gita from the epic
as an independent text, as well as translators, however, add chapter titles such as each chapter being a
particular form of yoga. Two massive armies representing different loyalties and ideologies face a catastrophic
war. With Arjuna is Krishna, not as a participant in the war, but only as his charioteer and counsel. Arjuna
requests Krishna to move the chariot between the two armies so he can see those "eager for this war". He sees
family and friends on the enemy side. Arjuna is distressed and in sorrow. He wonders if it is noble to renounce
and leave before the violence starts, or should he fight, and why. Bengali script ; Bottom: The warrior Arjuna
whose past had focussed on learning the skills of his profession now faces a war he has doubts about. Filled
with introspection and questions about the meaning and purpose of life, he asks Krishna about the nature of
life, soul, death, afterlife and whether there is a deeper meaning and reality. The chapter summarizes the
Hindu idea of rebirth, samsara, eternal soul in each person Self , universal soul present in everyone, various
types of yoga, divinity within, the nature of Self-knowledge and other concepts. This chapter is an overview
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for the remaining sixteen chapters of the Bhagavad Gita. Krishna replies that there is no way to avoid action
karma , since abstention from work is also an action. Every man or woman is bound by activity. Those who
act selfishly create the karmic cause and are thereby bound to the effect which may be good or bad. Whatever
the result, it does not affect them. Their happiness comes from within, and the external world does not bother
them. Arjuna questions Krishna as how could he when those sages lived so long ago, and Krishna was born
more recently. Krishna reminds him that everyone is in the cycle of rebirths, and while Arjuna does not
remember his previous births, he does. Whenever dharma declines and the purpose of life is forgotten by men,
says Krishna, he returns to re-establish dharma. The simultaneous outer action with inner renunciation, states
Krishna, is the secret to the life of freedom. Action leads to knowledge, while selfless action leads to spiritual
awareness, state the last verses of this chapter. Arjuna asks Krishna which path is better? The different paths,
says Krishna, aim for and if properly pursued lead to Self-knowledge. This knowledge leads to the universal,
transcendent Godhead, the divine essence in all beings, to Brahman - the Krishna himself. The final verses of
the chapter state that the self-aware who have reached self-realization live without fear, anger, or desire. They
are free within, always. For example, states Arthur Basham, verses 5.
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