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Chapter 1 : The Shadow of Slavery: Peonage in the South, by Pete Daniel
Whether peonage in the South grew out of slavery, a natural and perhaps unavoidable interlude between bondage and
freedom, or whether employers distorted laws and customs to create debt servitude, most Southerners quietly accepted
peonage.

Usage[ edit ] In English, peon and peonage have meanings related to their Spanish etymology , as well as a
variety of other usages. In this sense, peon can be used in either a derogatory or self-effacing context.
However, the term has a historical basis and usage related to much more severe conditions of forced labour.
The word often implied debt bondage or indentured servitude. Black Codes United States There are other
usages in contemporary cultures: English language varieties spoken in South Asian countries: In an unrelated
South Asian sense, "peon" may also be an alternative spelling for the poon tree genus Calophyllum or its
wood, especially when used in boat-building. Slavery in the Spanish New World colonies The origin of
peonage goes back to the Spanish conquest of Mexico when conquistadors forced natives to work for Spanish
planters and mine operators. It remains an important part of social life, as among the Urarina of the Peruvian
Amazon. This was called sharecropping and initially the benefits were mutual. The land owner would pay for
the seeds and tools in exchange for a percentage of the money earned from the crop and a portion of the crop.
As time passed, many landowners began to abuse this system. As sharecroppers were often illiterate, they had
to depend on the books and accounting by the landowner and his staff. Since the tenant farmers could not
offset the costs, they were forced into involuntary labor due to the debts they owed the landowner.
Additionally, unpredictable or disruptive climatic conditions such as droughts or storms, caused disruptions to
seasonal plantings or harvests, which in turn, caused the tenant farmers to accrue debts with the landowners.
Civil War, the South passed " Black Codes ", laws that tried to control freed black slaves. Vagrancy laws were
included in these Black Codes. Homeless or even unemployed African Americans who were between jobs,
most of whom were former slaves were arrested and fined as vagrants. Usually lacking the resources to pay
the fine, the "vagrant" was sent to county labor or hired out to a private employer. The authorities also tried to
restrict the movement of freedmen between rural areas and cities, to between towns. Under such laws, local
officials arbitrarily arrested tens of thousands of freedmen and charged them with fines and court costs of their
cases. White merchants, farmers, and business owners could pay their debts and the prisoner had to work off
the debt. Prisoners were leased as laborers to owners and operators of coal mines, lumber camps, brickyards,
railroads, quarries and farm plantations, with the revenues for their labor going to the states. Government
officials leased imprisoned blacks and whites to small town entrepreneurs, provincial farmers, and dozens of
corporations looking for cheap labor. Their labor was repeatedly bought and sold for decades after the official
abolition of American slavery. Overseers and owners often used severe deprivation, beatings, whippings, and
other abuse as "discipline" against the workers. Congress also passed various laws to protect the constitutional
rights of Southern blacks, making those who violated such rights by conspiracy, by trespass, or in disguise,
guilty of an offence punishable by ten years in prison and civil disability. Until the involuntary servitude was
abolished by president Lyndon B. Johnson in exact date unknown , sharecroppers in Southern states were
forced to continue working to pay off old debts or to pay taxes. Southern states allowed this in order to
preserve sharecropping. In October Florida sugar cane plantation planter Edgar Watson was shot and killed by
his own neighbours; according to legend he would use peonage Native and Black Americans and then would
"pay" his workers by killing them. The following reported Court cases involving Peonage: Reports of his
death lead to outlawing of convict leasing in Florida in The holding of any person to service or labor under
the system known as peonage is abolished and forever prohibited in the territory of New Mexico, or in any
other territory or state of the United States; and all acts, laws, â€¦ made to establish, maintain, or enforce,
directly or indirectly, the voluntary or involuntary service or labour of any persons as peons, in liquidation of
any debt or obligation, or otherwise, are declared null and void.
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Whether peonage in the South grew out of slavery, a natural and perhaps unavoidable interlude between bondage and
freedom, or whether employers distorted laws and customs to create debt servitude, most Southerners quietly accepted
peonage. To the employer it was a way to control laborers; to the.

Peonage is considered a form of slavery since the worker is essentially prohibited from leaving the control of
the landowner. Peonage was declared illegal by Congress in , and two of the most famous peonage
investigations occurred in Arkansas during the first decades of the twentieth century. Until the advent of
mechanization, large-scale farming required a large workforce to produce the cotton crop. The framework
governing employer-employee agreements reflected a complex mixture of debt servitude, local laws, and local
customs. Sharecroppers, both African American and white, were generally poor, landless, and poorly
educated. They were unfamiliar with the law or any recourse they might have to combat illegalities that might
be imposed on them by landowners. Peonage was not easily proven. The federal government was hesitant to
investigate except where overwhelming evidence seemed to support peonage charges. State and local officials
were even more hesitant to investigate peonage claims since they involved the economically and politically
influential residents of the region. However, two well-known investigations did occur in Arkansas. The first
investigation involved Sunnyside Plantation in Chicot County , which, in an effort to supplement the labor
force, encouraged Italian farmers to relocate to Arkansas in through the Italian Immigration Society.
Conditions were so unfavorable, however, that in , many of the Italian families left Sunnyside for northwest
Arkansas. Over Italian families remained, however, and their complaints to the Italian consulate led to an
investigation by the Department of Justice in Investigator Mary Grace Quakenbos found evidence of peonage
at Sunnyside, but the influence powerful Mississippian Leroy Percy, who had leased the plantation, held with
Congress and President Theodore Roosevelt resulted in her report being buried in the federal bureaucracy and
no action being taken against Percy. In a second case, Earle Crittenden County marshal Paul Peacher was
convicted in of holding individuals in involuntary servitude for his own private benefit. Peacher had received a
contract from the school district to clear some land, sell the timber , and make the land suitable for farming.
He acquired workers for this undertaking by arresting African Americans and charging them with vagrancy.
The Peacher case fell under federal jurisdiction because the charges against him related to an federal law
outlawing involuntary servitude. Peacher was sentenced to a two-year jail term that was suspended, and he
was removed from his job as marshal. Other peonage investigations occurred in Arkansas in addition to the
Sunnyside and Peacher cases. In , thirty-six African-American families worked under armed guard at a
farming operation in Poinsett County. The land owners were acquitted of peonage charges by a local jury.
Also in , twelve workers were held on a farm in eastern Arkansas for five months before escaping and
reporting their experience to federal authorities. Hungarian immigrants were involved in a peonage case
against a lumber company in Fouche Perry County that had recruited them in New York City. On their arrival
at the work site, their possessions were confiscated, and they were housed in a boarding house under armed
guard. They were arrested if they made any attempt to flee. In , the Wilson plantation Mississippi County was
the target of numerous complaints received by the Mexican Embassy. The Wilson operation had recruited over
5, Mexicans in Texas but was not paying the workers the wage rate promised them after their arrival in
Arkansas. Peonage cases are still investigated. Contemporary peonage allegations involve migrant workers
rather than the cases of earlier years that involved black and white sharecroppers. University of North Carolina
Press, The Shadow of Slavery: Peonage in the South, â€” University of Illinois Press, An Arkansas
Plantation in Transition, â€” University of Arkansas Press, Harvard University Press,
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Find helpful customer reviews and review ratings for The shadow of slavery: peonage in the South, at racedaydvl.com
Read honest and unbiased product reviews from our users.

PEONAGE Peonage is a system of debt bondage, in which a laborer is bound to personal service in order to
work off an obligation to pay money. The system originated in the newly independent countries of Spanish
America early in the nineteenth century, and in Hawaii and the Philippines later, as a substitute for various
institutions used in the colonial era to marshal a labor force. In some of these countries the system continues to
exist. In its classic form, peonage involves a trivial advance of money to a worker, in exchange for a
contractual obligation to work for a term, or until the debt is repaid. From then on, the laborer is bound by law
to serve the employer, and efforts to quit are met with the force of the state: Peonage was also part of a larger
system of involuntary servitude that emerged in the American South after the civil war. As such, though
whites have sometimes been its victims, peonage has served as a substitute for black slavery. Peonage as a
customary system for coerced black labor had its origin in the contract-enforcement sections of the black
codes â€” and other labor-related statutes of the era. These provided both civil and criminal penalties for
breach of labor contracts, punished vagrancy, prohibited enticement of laborers from their jobs, and hampered
or penalized agents inducing the emigration of laborers. Southern states also permitted the leasing of convict
labor and adopted a criminal-surety system, whereby a person convicted of a misdemeanor would have his
fine and costs paid by a prospective employer and then be obliged to work for the surety. It voided statutes and
"usages" enforcing the "voluntary or involuntary service or labor of any persons as peons in liquidation of a
debt or obligation, or otherwise. Jones began the legal struggle against peonage in a vigorous grand jury
charge, reported as The Peonage Cases , defining peonage broadly as "the exercise of dominion over their
persons and liberties by the master, or employer, or creditors, to compel the discharge of the obligation, by
service or labor, against the will of the person performing the service. United States , the Supreme Court
upheld the use of the Peonage Act for the prosecution of a peon-master. Brushing aside both state action and
dual sovereignty arguments, Justice david j. But he also held that debt was the "basal fact" of peonage, thus
limiting federal action to cases where an actual debt could be shown. After publication of the "Report on
Peonage" by the United States Department of Justice , prompted by discovery of occasional instances of white
peonage usually of immigrants , the Supreme Court, in bailey v. The Court held that the Peonage Act voids
"all legislation which seeks to compel the service or labor by making it a crime to refuse or fail to perform it.
Reynolds , the Court invalidated Alabama criminal-surety statutes, describing the plight of a black peon
caught in them as being "chained to an everturning wheel of servitude. While physical force or threat of
prosecution plainly constitute peonage, other forms of compulsion present interpretive problems. Thus
subterfuges as well as outright violations of the Peonage Act persist into the present, despite the invalidation
or repeal of the state labor-contract statutes that provided the original basis of peonage. The threat of
deportation has proved an effective means of keeping alien migrant workers in a condition of involuntary or
underpaid labor, and lower federal courts have divided as to whether this constitutes peonage. Journal of
Southern History Daniel, Pete The Shadow of Slavery: Peonage in the South , â€” University of Illinois Press.
Black Forced Labor After Slavery. University Press of Kentucky. Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy
the text for your bibliography.
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Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: During the first decade of
the century many immigrants who were transported to the South became the focus of a series of cases and
glaring publicity lasting several years. While successful court cases made southerners aware of the law,
peonage continued as evinced in numerous complaints and prosecutions. The vast complaint file in the
National Archives suggests not only the extent of involuntary servitude but also the helplessness of
barelyliterateworkerswhotriedtoescape. Locallawenforcementofficialseither ignored such conditions or
actively supported planters. Most rural laborers did not understand the workings of the law and were caught up
in the customary relationship of landlord and tenant; relatively few questioned their conditions. In some cases
planters did not understand the law either. Court cases and complaints revealed clearly the bottom rung of the
southern rural labor system and showed the confusion in distinguishing freedom from bondage. Complaints
and cases declined during the s, although a landmark Arkansas case in used an statute 14 Stat. In recent years
most peonage complaints have come from migrant laborers, and a number of successful prosecutions since the
s have revealed the vulnerability of such agricultural workers. Since its founding in , the Coalition for
Immokalee Workers, based in Florida, has earned national recognition for its role in investigating and
pursuing cases of modern slavery. Most recently, in , the U. Department of Justice brought charges against the
Navarette family for shackling and beating undocumented workers from Mexico and Guatemala and forcing
them to work on farms in Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina. Brothers Cesar and Geovanni
Navarette pleaded guilty to all counts and were each sentenced to 12 years in federal prison. Peonage in the
South, â€” ; Daniel A. Novak, The Wheel of Servitude: The History of Jim Crow Police Brutality Police
brutality in the American South has its historical roots in the violent suppression of African American
resistance within the southern system of slavery. Southern police institutions emerged from the slave patrol
system. Following the failure of Reconstruction, police brutality became a crucial tool for white southerners in
their attempt to reinforce white supremacy and build up segregation. In addition to that, southern sheriffs,
deputies, and urban police officers used excessive physical violence to protect the economic, social, and
political status quo. Consequently, police brutality was predominantly directed against African Americans but
also against other minority racial and ethnic groups. In order to sanction and enforce Jim Crow laws and
regulations, police officers used undue violence against those African American women and men whose
behavior seemed to challenge segregation and white supremacy. It encompassed homicides, shootings,
beatings, whippings, and sexual violence. By using unwarranted physical force against African Americans,
police officers sought to reinforce the claim of white superiority and black inferiority on an everyday basis. To
achieve this goal, police violence was used as a means of intimidation and informal punishment. Archival
sources document both the endemic use of police brutality throughout the American South as well as the
willingness of African Americans to fight against this form of oppression. Despite the protests of local
citizens, black newspapers, and civil rights activists, however, southern district attorneys and courts usually
refused to prosecute and punish acts of police brutality. Only after did federal agencies start to initiate civil
rights prosecutions in some of the most severe cases of southern police brutality against African Americans.
Police officers also used disproportionate force during race riots that spread in the American South during the
20th century. You are not currently authenticated. View freely available titles:
Chapter 5 : The shadow of slavery: peonage in the South, - book online read or download
The Shadow of Slavery Peonage in the South, A roaring indictment of twentieth-century debt servitude. Whether
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peonage in the South grew out of slavery, a natural and perhaps unavoidable interlude between bondage and freedom,
or whether employers distorted laws and customs to create debt servitude, most Southerners quietly accepted peonage.

Chapter 6 : racedaydvl.com: Customer reviews: The shadow of slavery: peonage in the South,
Get this from a library! The shadow of slavery; peonage in the South, [Pete Daniel] -- "The Shadow of Slavery argues
that peonage has been an important and continuing theme in the history of postbellum southern labor.

Chapter 7 : Pin by William Portwine on My Library | Pinterest | Books, History and Black history
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Chapter 8 : The shadow of slavery; peonage in the South, (Book, ) [racedaydvl.com]
The Shadow of Slavery argues that peonage has been an important and continuing theme in the history of postbellum
southern labor. Few historians have incorporated involuntary servitude into their works, while those who have are
divided over the importance of the subject and how it fits into the.
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