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THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS iv putes, they reflect 16th and 17th century polemics. Their condemnations and
char-acterizations of the Catholic Church are not the position of the Presbyterian Church.

Not everyone in ECO has been a big fan of the decision to keep all these confessions for our new
denomination. Some of the confessions on the list are much more popular than others. Did we really have to
keep them all? Why did we make this decision? Primarily, because as of January , every officer coming into
ECO had already made a vow before God and His people to receive and adopt the essentials of the Reformed
faith as expressed in this particular collection of documents. Changing our confessional commitments is not
something to be decided by a board or a committee. Such change must be determined by a duly constituted
denomination at a deliberative assembly after prayerful study. Only now are we coming to the point as a
community where we have the structure and resources for that kind of careful deliberation. The possibility of
modifying the list has always been envisioned as something we would think about together as a covenant
community. Beginning the conversation In what ways should the list be modified? Personally, I hope we will
always maintain a diverse collection of confessions, not theologically diverse, but culturally and historically
diverse. People in the Presbyterian and Reformed tradition have always been marked by the impulse to
articulate our faith in a confession that applies our understanding of Scripture to the questions of our own day.
So having a book of confessions, rather than only one or two, means we are listening to the working out of our
shared faith in a variety of cultural and historical contexts. At some point it might even inspire us to continue
the project of confession by writing something of our own. In my work with different churches around ECO, I
have seen a lot of documents prepared by congregations that are in discernment: There are congregations that
are drawn to the perceived stability of a single confession, but there are others that like the idea of affirming a
confessional tradition that plays out in different places and different eras. This year at Synod, the theology task
force will be hosting several sessions to begin that conversation. I hope to see you all there! Her dissertation
was on aesthetic epistemology in the theology of Bonaventure. The Ethics of Unrequited Love, a book that
features interviews with many college students about their experiences of romantic rejection. This book has
led to many speaking engagements on college campuses.
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Scotland[ edit ] John Knox â€” , a Scot who had spent time studying under Calvin in Geneva, returned to
Scotland and urged his countrymen to reform the Church in line with Calvinist doctrines. After a period of
religious convulsion and political conflict culminating in a victory for the Protestant party at the Siege of Leith
the authority of the Catholic Church was abolished in favour of Reformation by the legislation of the Scottish
Reformation Parliament in The Church was eventually organised by Andrew Melville along Presbyterian
lines to become the national Church of Scotland. What resulted was an armed insurrection, with many Scots
signing the Solemn League and Covenant. The Covenanters would serve as the government of Scotland for
nearly a decade, and would also send military support to the Parliamentarians during the English Civil War.
Following the restoration of the monarchy in , Charles II , despite the initial support that he received from the
Covenanters, reinstated an episcopal form of government on the church. Covenanters in a Glen. However,
legislation by the United Kingdom parliament allowing patronage led to splits in the Church. In , a group of
ministers seceded from the Church of Scotland to form the Associate Presbytery, another group seceded in to
form the Relief Church and the Disruption of led to the formation of the Free Church of Scotland. Further
splits took place, especially over theological issues, but most Presbyterians in Scotland were reunited by union
of the established Church of Scotland and the United Free Church of Scotland. Within Scotland the term kirk
is usually used to refer to a local Presbyterian church. Some of the values and ideals espoused in Scottish
presbyterian denominations can be reflected in this reference in a book from Norman Drummond, chaplain to
the Queen in Scotland. English Presbyterianism In England, Presbyterianism was established in secret in
Thomas Cartwright is thought to be the first Presbyterian in England. Between and , a series of ordinances of
the Long Parliament established Presbyterianism as the polity of the Church of England. Presbyterian
government was established in London and Lancashire and in a few other places in England, although
Presbyterian hostility to the execution of Charles I and the establishment of the republican Commonwealth of
England meant that Parliament never enforced the Presbyterian system in England. The re-establishment of the
monarchy in brought the return of Episcopal church government in England and in Scotland for a short time ;
but the Presbyterian church in England continued in Non-Conformity, outside of the established church.
Thomas Bradbury published several sermons bearing on the controversy, and in , "An answer to the
reproaches cast on the dissenting ministers who subscribed their belief of the Eternal Trinity. By the 18th
century many English Presbyterian congregations had become Unitarian in doctrine. A number of new
Presbyterian Churches were founded by Scottish immigrants to England in the 19th century and later. Wales[
edit ] In Wales , Presbyterianism is represented by the Presbyterian Church of Wales , which was originally
composed largely of Calvinistic Methodists who accepted Calvinist theology rather than the Arminianism of
the Wesleyan Methodists. They broke off from the Church of England in , ordaining their own ministers. They
were originally known as the Calvinist Methodist connexion and in the s it became alternatively known as the
Presbyterian Church of Wales. Ireland[ edit ] Presbyterianism is the largest Protestant denomination in
Northern Ireland and the second largest on the island of Ireland after the Anglican Church of Ireland ,[ citation
needed ] and was brought by Scottish plantation settlers to Ulster who had been strongly encouraged to
emigrate by James VI of Scotland, later James I of Ireland and England. An estimated , Scottish Presbyterians
moved to the northern counties of Ireland between and the Battle of the Boyne in Presbyterians, along with
Roman Catholics in Ulster and the rest of Ireland, suffered under the discriminatory Penal Laws until they
were revoked in the early 19th century. The Scots Kirk , which is English-speaking, and is attended by many
nationalities. It maintains close links with the Church of Scotland in Scotland itself, as well as with the
Reformed Church of France. The church was founded in the 12th century, and centuries later, after the
Protestant Reformation, it adhered to Calvinist theology and became the Italian branch of the Presbyterian
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churches. As such, the church is a member of the World Communion of Reformed Churches. List of
Presbyterian churches in North America Evolution of Presbyterianism in the United States Even before
Presbyterianism spread with immigrants abroad from Scotland, there were divisions in the larger Presbyterian
family. Some later rejoined only to separate again. The Church was organized by the Rev.
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The Book of Confessions contains the creeds and confessions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The contents are
the Nicene Creed, the Apostles' Creed, the Scots Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Second Helvetic
Confession, the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Shorter Catechism, the Larger Catechism, the Theological
Declaration of Barmen, the Confession of , the Confession of.

You can read this confession here or learn more about its background here. The first part of the constitution of
the Presbyterian Church U. Elders throughout the denomination, training for leadership, study each of the
confessions, its historical origins, and its theological emphases. Our candidates for ministry must demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of the confessions on ordination exams and before their presbyteries. Why do
we have and use such statements of faith? We have confessions because of the Scriptural precedent of being
confessional. Presbyterians claim Scripture as the primary rule of faith and life, and Scripture quotes
confessions from the early communities of faith. The New Testament records the earliest Christian creed: We
have confessions because we are a community of believers, not a random collection of individuals. The
Confessions both form and reflect our sense of community by describing our shared story and our common
values. Confessions define what we as a community believe. These statements of faith proactively affirm our
beliefs about God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and about humanity, the church and the world the context in
which God, humanity, and the church interact. They also reactively counter understandings prevalent in the
surrounding culture that do not coincide with our faith. We have confessions because we are fallible human
beings, prone to error, and inclined to forget who and whose we are. We need guidance and continual
reminders about what we believe. Confessions develop out of a need to clarify beliefs and to contradict
heresies. It reaffirms the historical Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ and confirms the Trinitarian nature of God.
Three of our confessions the Scots, Second Helvetic, and Westminster Confessions and all three of our
catechisms the Heidelberg and the Westminster Shorter and Larger Catechisms developed out of the conflicts
between newly emerging Protestantism and medieval Roman Catholicism. The Scots Confession condemned
such medieval church abuses as the selling of indulgences, in which church members could pay sums of
money to atone for sins prior to committing them. John Calvin inspired the writing of Second Helvetic
Confession, which, like the famous technical precision of Swiss watches and clocks, describes the specifics of
church work and administration. Nearly four centuries passed before the church formed and adopted another
confession. Within the past six decades the church has embraced three new confessions: The Confession of
frequently repeats the term reconciliation. In response to civil rights struggles, American involvement in
Vietnam, and our first view of our planet from outer space, the church expressed a renewed commitment to
reconciliation: A Brief Statement of Faith. Christians need instruction in the faith, because faith is not just a
matter of the heart and soul; it is also a concern of the mind. The catechisms in our Book of Confessions the
Heidelberg and the Westminster Shorter and Larger Catechisms were written specifically as teaching tools,
putting in question-and-answer form the common elements of faith according to the Reformed tradition. Not
only the content but also the very existence of catechisms underscores the importance of teaching believers.
Many Presbyterians over age 40 spent hours in childhood memorizing the Shorter Catechism and can still cite
at least the first question: We have confessions because we are an evangelical church. We who believe in the
gospel of Jesus Christ have a mandate to share that Good News for the sake of the world. The confessions
offer not only continuity, but also the content we have to define our community. The Book of Order states
these purposes for our confessions: Our confessional statements serve as road maps to the Reformed faith. The
confessions serve as a map that briefly describes us as a community and sets boundaries on the territory of the
Reformed faith. If we travel outside those boundaries, we find ourselves in another city of faith. For example,
a person who does not remember his infant baptism might request rebaptism. But rebaptism lies outside our
boundaries, and instead we would affirm our understanding of the once-and-for-all nature of baptism, that is,
the sacrament takes effect whether or not we remember it. When we are newcomers to a city we rely on a map
to help us find our way around and avoid getting lost. As we live in that place and frequently travel from point
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to point, we become more and more familiar with its features and refer to the map less often. We know the
highways and byways, the side streets and dead ends, the safe areas and the places of danger. In any vital city
there is growth, development and change. Certain parts of the city of faith also change with historical
circumstances, so we create new maps write and adopt new confessions to help those who travel here find
their way. This article originally appeared in the May issue of Presbyterians Today.

Page 5

DOWNLOAD PDF PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF CONFESSIONS
Chapter 4 : Presbyterianism - Wikipedia
The first part of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is the Book of Confessions, which contains 11
formal statements of faith structured as creeds, confessions and catechisms. Elders throughout the denomination,
training for leadership, study each of the confessions, its historical origins, and its theological emphases.

Tolkien and Christian Authors of England Tour, Presbyterian and Reformed History and Confessions About a
decade ago I was asked by the San Joaquin Presbytery to teach a course on Presbyterian and Reformed history
and confessions for Presbyterian students at the Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary in a special program to
prepare pastoral candidates for ministry and ordination in the Presbyterian USA church. It was a unique
program blending Biblical studies and interpretation from the core of the seminary faculty, and special
ministry and theology courses from Reformed scholars for students in the Presbyterian Church. As a
Presbyterian elder I was very willing to help, and felt honored to be a part of the effort. Here is a successful
case of ecumenical cooperation between Mennonites and Presbyterians. I was priviledged to stand on both
sides of the effort as a professor at FPU and a Presbyterian. Mennonite and Presbyterians have roots in the
same movement, time and place during the Reformation. They share in many ways theological and churchly
origins as a Biblical people. But I still get asked for recommendations for readings in the tradition, and just
recently taught the course for two Presbyterian students. So is here my list for anyone who wants to study or
just dip into Reformed and Presbyterian traditions. Emphasizes the Evangelical tradition within American
Presbyterianism. Introduction to the Reformed Tradition. Covers the tradition world-wide. A Brief History of
the Presbyterians. With a new chapter by G. The Westminster Press, Presbyterians and American Culture, A
History. Has largely replace Loetscher, but both are helpful. Originally an InterVarsity publication.
Encyclopedia of the Reformed Faith. A Religious History of the American People. Yale University Press,
Older now, but still the standard, detailed work. Good to start with on any topic. A Social History of
Calvinism. The formation of the Reformed tradition through the 17th century. Experts across the theological
and historical spectrums have praised it. A Sixteenth Century Portrait. Oxford University Press, Bouwsma is a
scholar of the Renaissance, rather than religion or theology per se, and offers insights from a very different
perspective. Cambridge University Press, Emphasizes the complexity of religious faiths in the colonial cradle
of American Presbyterianism. Old Faith in a New Land. Wipf and Stock, There are a number of good and a
number of bad biographies of Calvin. This is one of the most recent good ones. Seeking a Better Country: The
Democratization of American Christianity. Some of the clearest explanation of complex theological
movements available. Engages both doctrinal and philosophical issues and places them well contextually. A
Jonathan Edwards Reader. A good place to see the different reformations of the 16th century. Revivals,
Awakenings, and Reform. University of Chicago Press, A unique and ongoing tradition in American
Protestantism; explains why and how Evangelical pietism often results in moral and social reform. The
History and Character of Calvinism. The first major biographical study to use the almost completed, Yale
University publication of The Works of Jonathon Edwards. Excellent on theology, spirituality, puritan society.
Minutes of the Presbyterian Church in America, Presbyterian Historical Society, Fascinating on-the-ground
view into the concerns, beliefs and ways of working of the founders of the Presbyterian movement in the
English colonies. When you read this stuff you are a real historian! Less detailed and more accessible than
Ahlstrom. Reformed Theology in America: A History of its Modern Developments. The conservative
theological traditions during the 19th and 20th centuries. Reformers in the Wings. Good chapters on lesser
known early reformed leaders and theologians. On the Confessional Tradition. The Book of Confessions. The
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church U. Available online at www. A necessary and convenient
resourceâ€”good introductory section on Reformed approaches to confessions. The Theology of the Reformed
Confessions. Columbia Series in Reformed Theology. Westminster John Knox Press, Conversations with the
Confessions. The Westminster Confession in the Church Today. St Andrews Press, Westminster John Knox
Press A Guide to the Book of Confessions. Westminster John Knox, Theology from Zurich to Barmen. Picks
up issues topically. To Confess the Faith Today. Along with the biographies and studies noted above some
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hallmark theologians are: John Calvin 16th c. This just scratches the surfaceâ€”See Leith, Introduction to the
Reformed Tradition above which lists the many Reformed and Presbyterian theologians, and Biblical scholars
over the centuries. A couple of more popular recent theologies that illustrate Reformed approaches: A
Theology of the Gospel. Benton Johnson, Dean R. Hoge, and Donald A. Women, Freedom, and Calvin.
Fundamentalists, Modernists and Moderates. The Modernist-Fundamentalist debate was centered in the
Presbyterian Church and resulted in a split at the flagship seminary, Princeton. The Mainstream Protestant
Decline: There are six volumes in this series. Understanding Fundamentalism and Evangelicalism. Part of the
Presbyterian heritage. Another in the series. A Declaration for the Church. Trends, schools, movements, and
tensions current today. The American Career of a Contentious Doctrine. Steve Varvis, Fresno Pacific
University,
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This durable study edition of the "Book of Confessions" represents Part I of the "Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(USA)" and includes the official texts of eleven confessional statements commencing with the Nicene Creed.

Chapter 6 : The Book of Confessions by Presbyterian Church (USA)
The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) consists of
two parts: Part one is The Book of Confessions, and part two, the Book of Order, consisting of the Foundations of
Presbyterian Polity, Form of Government, Directory for Worship, and Rules of Discipline.

Chapter 7 : Book of Confessions, Study Edition, Revised Paperback : PC USA Store
This durable study edition of the Book of Confessions includes the official texts of the eleven confessional statements of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Each creed is introduced by an informative essay providing historical and theological
background. To ask other readers questions about Book of.

Chapter 8 : Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - Resources - The Book of Confessions
The several creeds, confessions, and catechisms found in our Book of Confessions are not museum pieces, remnants
of the beliefs of a bygone age that have little or no bearing on the church today. That this view has become so prevalent
in the Presbyterian Church (USA) goes a long way to explaining our current state as a theologically.
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Presbyterian Hymnal Bible Studies & Bibles Bible Studies.

Page 7

