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Chapter 1 : How to Teach Yourself a New Language (with Pictures) - wikiHow
It's not hard, just takes a lot of time. I began to study German in February Just as you, I wanted to learn the language by
myself. I approached German in a straightforward manner: Just opened SPIEGEL (German newspaper) and began to
read it. With a starting vocabulary of about words. That.

This post wraps up two language projects: My month long German project My day push, which ended up
being closer to a day push You can click the link above to read the details. The gist of it is that I want to
become a German translator and have spent close to a year working toward getting myself prepared for the
certification tests. But I want to use this post to answer a different question: Can you really learn a language
by yourself? The first is a foreign-language major in college. He studied the language for two years in high
school and four years in college, having received hundreds of hours of instruction from skilled teachers and
professors. The second is an autodidact. He studies on his own with self-study courses, apps, and whatever
else he can find. Common sense will tell you that the first person is at an advantage. Classes and teachers are
great, and they can be useful assets to a language learner. I want to become a certified German-to-English
translator. The first is a reading exam in the translated-from language and the second a writing exam in the
translated-to language. That reading test was rough. And the whole thing was in German, even the questions.
It was like taking an SAT reading test in a foreign language. Even when I knew literally every word of a text, I
sometimes got thrown off by the questions themselves. This is how I often felt: Not knowing the meaning of
words in passages or questions was my biggest obstacle. Also, the way the questions were set up, you really
needed to know the meanings of words precisely. That kind of reading is a skill in and of itself. But,
fortunately, I passed. I can proudly say that my German project last year was a success. My German is far
from perfect, I have a long way to go, and my speaking is lagging far behind my reading and listening. But for
all intents and purposes, I met my goal and am on track to keep going. The takeaways for you, between this
project and my Spanish project in You can absolutely learn a language on your own. Persistent effort can get
you far. I did a lot of my studying this last year during down time, fitting it in between work and family
commitments. What Now for Me Well, the test was a reality check. I have a long way to go with German,
especially if I want to make this a career. I also want to improve my speaking.
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Chapter 2 : Can You Really Learn a Language By Yourself? | Language Surfer
Learning German by yourself is a great way to take charge of your own learning speed and the way in which you decide
to learn. The person who best knows the way you like to learn is, obviously, you. So why not take the reins on your own
personal trainer and teach yourself to speak like a real Deutscher!

Most Americans who learned a foreign language in school did so in a big class with one teacher. Even if the
teacher enforced a strict No English policy, most of those students probably never became fluent. Are
English-speakers inherently bad at learning other languages? The problem is that, in such a classroom context,
the teacher does most of the speaking and each student has few opportunities to practice speaking. Is
Immersion A Shortcut? Many language experts recommend immersion as the fastest way to become fluent in
German; move to a German-speaking country, live with a host family and have every interaction in German.
The idea is that, without English to fall back on, the desire to speak German will become a real necessity, a
sink-or-swim survival pressure. You will have to learn how to speak German because there will be no other
option. But is it really that simple? Plenty of people have tried and failed to learn a language, even with
immersion. Physically being somewhere is not, in itself, a learning tool. Immersion works because the best
way to learn German is to hear it and practice speaking it every day in the context of your normal life. When
people talk about immersion, what they really mean is learning by doing â€” to get away from an academic
approach and live the language. If you know how immersion works, you can start learning German no matter
where you are. Turning Off The Blahblahblah Filter Our brains are incredibly good at focusing on details, but
this is only possible because our brains are even better at ignoring stuff. Soak it up; whether you understand is
not immediately important. You can even live-stream German television online. Daily exposure will keep your
brain engaged. Feel The Burn The most important thing that immersion provides is a constant stream of your
target language. You will hear it all the time, you will read it everywhere and most importantly you will see
people speaking it all the time. No two languages are pronounced exactly the same, which means that the
speakers of different languages literally have different strengths and weaknesses in their face muscles. This is
why it is so helpful to watch a native-speaker talk. Her mouth provides a clue as to what to do with your
mouth when trying to pronounce the same words. Not only must your brain become familiar with the strange
new sounds, your lips, tongue and throat must as well. There are as many answers to this question as there are
people who learn second languages. Do you want to enjoy the films of Rainer Werner Fassbinder without
subtitles? Do you want to tour the Austrian Alps without a guide? Are you about to meet your new German
in-laws? Do you want to learn the lyrics to every Kraftwerk song in their original language? Are you planning
to spend some time in Berlin to see what all the fuss is about? There is no one reason, but you need to know
your reason. This is essential because it will help you stay motivated and focused. You can memorize and pay
more attention to things that are relevant to you. In addition to picking up core vocabulary and phrases â€”
words that are necessary for everyday speech you can stay interested in German by learning to talk about what
matters to you. Use A Full Toolbox CD-ROM programs, audio courses, grammar books, flash cards, online
learning, traditional classroom courses and speaking to native German-speakers will speed up this process. If
you only want to learn German in order to read The Tin Drum in the original, you might accomplish your goal
with only books and written worksheets, but it will be a long, slow road without human contact. Even if there
is no one in your town or city who speaks German, the internet allows you to find language partners, whether
you communicate by instant message or a video call. The best use for a language, after all, is talking to people.
Learning by doing means trying, failing and trying again. Forget what Yoda said besides, he could barely even
speak one language. The key to knowing how to speak German is simply trying to speak German, no matter
how silly you feel at first. Making mistakes is no reason to become discouraged. Recent psychological studies
into how we learn give us the easiest and most important tip: No matter how you choose to learn, constant
exposure and daily practice will always bring results. One of the advantages of the Babbel system is that you
are immersed in German from the beginning. The process is easy and intuitive with lots of helpful hints when
you need them , and you can learn at your own pace and set your own lesson plans. Whether you are too busy
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for a language class, a complete beginner, needing to brush up before a vacation or business trip, or wanting to
re-learn everything you forgot in high school, Babbel can be customized to your needs. Test your level with
Babbel and see what you can achieve. Best way to learn German About Babbel:
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Chapter 3 : learning - Best way to learn German - German Language Stack Exchange
You can learn German on your own. And we are here to help. But wait, can you really learn German on your own? Let
me explain. When you are learning a foreign language, you are learning it by yourself.

Can you learn German on your own? For those thinking that German can only be learned in groups or even in
classes, you are incorrect. Learning German can be adopted as a one-man mission. There are many benefits to
learning German ranging from Set a learning target Setting a learning target can be one of the best ways to get
started. Many people struggle to set themselves a target when learning a new language. For German, the tricky
part of the language is mostly grammar, so being prepared and focused can be your ticket to success. One of
the best ways to keep focused is setting a strong, clear learning target. Being able to speak German can come
in many forms. One of the clearest ways to map out your learning for sure. Ways to learn German on your
own There hundreds of ways to get started with your German learning. There are very many simple methods
they include the following: Textbooks Textbooks are a very personal way to learn and very old-fashioned.
Textbooks are recommended, but try and stick to this as one of the many ways you learn German, versus the
only way you learn German. Flashcards Probably even more popular than learning using textbooks is learning
with Flashcards. The age-old method of writing up new vocabulary is one of the most effective ways to
improve your recall and ideal for practicing on the go with the Flashcards being super portable. Sticking them
up around the house using Post-it Notes is another effective way to use the method of learning to its
maximum. Remember if you decide to learn on your own, check with the people who own the house or whom
you rent with if it is okay to stick these all around the house. Here are some of the more diverse ways you can
learn a language with the help of experts. Language learning apps Language learning apps are the rising stars
of the language learning scene. For German learners, there is a massive amount of app resources out there for
you to learn from speaking practice all the way to learning the German vocabulary, everything you need to get
started from beginner to advanced levels. Apps are becoming a very interactive way to learn with heaps of
new games, lessons, videos and ways to learn. Everything from speaking accuracy tracking to object
translation can be accessed via the language learning apps. You are in now a shortage, worth checking the App
stores today! Our recommendation is, of course, FlashAcademy which combines games, lessons, voice
accuracy, object scan and much more. Skype sessions Skype is becoming one of the best ways to
communicate in the 21st century, even for friends who live a few miles apart. Connecting with native speakers
via Skype can provide an excellent outlet to start practicing your German. This hour will be a great way for
you to start learning the language when you are at home and away from others, but with a native speaker with
tons of experience speaking. Social media A very new way to learn German comes from social media. Social
media has vastly become the platform for conversations. Starting and interacting in those conversations can be
a very effective way to learn German. How do you persist through? Persistence comes from having tough
weeks with your German learning. Plus, as you learn German on your own, be aware that that pursuit is noble
in itself, so just keep on doing what you are doing. We wish you all the very best with your German learning!
Thank you for reading! Francesco is a big fan of everything technology, productivity tools, tea, motorsport
and marketing surprisingly. Feel free to reach out to Francesco and the social team on Twitter FlashSticks.
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Chapter 4 : Can I successfully learn a language online? | Education | The Guardian
Language learning apps are the rising stars of the language learning scene. For German learners, there is a massive
amount of app resources out there for you to learn from speaking practice all the way to learning the German
vocabulary, everything you need to get started from beginner to advanced levels.

Know what I love about textbooks?! All have links so click through to learn more about each book. All books
have links so click on them to learn more at Amazon. Links are my Amazon affiliate links. The Everything
Learning German Book: This book simplifies the tricky points of German â€” grammar, declensions, cases
and more. You learn everything â€” speaking, reading, writing, grammar and lots of words. This is the way a
Beginner should learn German. In the first 10 sections alone, you learn words. Great starting point for
beginners â€” pages long. Living Language German, Complete Edition: Beginner to Advanced course You get
3 coursebooks pages in all and 9 CDs with this big German language bundle. And likewise, this is split into 3
sections: Overall, good for grammar, vocab and reading. Very well designed and great reviews on Amazon
too. Good if you want the whole package â€” Beginner to Advanced. Level 1 German Edition Schools use this
in their German classesâ€¦ as you can tell by the ugly cover. Expect this to be somewhat academic. Great for
anyone who is just starting to learn German. It takes you through the language teaching you how to talk with
others. You also get easy assignments that you can do. Good for casual self learners or as a supplement; not
for classes. Typically, to learn words, you dig through a dictionary. Well, this is different. Check it out and
decide on your own. Do you have any best German textbooks that you swear by and recommend? I highly
recommend this for German learners.
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Chapter 5 : How do you learn German effectively on your own? | WordReference Forums
A Step by Step Guide to Learning German on Your Own Step 1: Get a Rich German Reading Diet The first step to
improving your German is to start reading regularly in German.

Back in , I went from a beginner level to near mastery in German in just 3 months. I spent five years studying
German at high school, and I got a C as my final grade. After I became fluent in my first 4 languages, I
decided to give German a second attempt. I aimed to be a fluent German speaker in just three months. I
stopped telling myself how hard German was and started focusing on the positive. Creating a positive filter
made the language easy for me. Yes, you read that right. German can be easy. There are very logical and
systematic ways of looking at German to make sure that you keep this positive feedback loop up and make
swift progress in the language. This question comes up a lot, but it ignores the many irregular plurals we have
in English, too. By far the most common plural ending for feminine nouns in German and occasionally for
some masculine or neuter ones is â€”n or â€”en. In English we actually did this quite a lot in the past! This is
even more evident in word root changes. This is not a practical solution, especially for beginner to
intermediate learners who have many other things to worry about. So once again, I recommend you use some
short cuts! The umlaut goes over about half of the nouns where it would be possible i. Most masculine nouns
ending in -el, -en, or -er form their plural without an ending or umlaut, g. Arbeit en , Regel n , Studentin nen
the last n gets doubled for -in ending nouns. About three quarters of neuter nouns have the plural -e, e. Bein e ,
Jahr e. The umlaut is used if possible and the majority are either mon- osyllabic, e. Gesicht er , Gehalt er ,
Geschlecht er. Neuter nouns ending in -el, -en, -er note that this is the same as for masculine ; diminutives
ending in -chen, -lein; and words formed with.. Chef s , Hotel s , Restaurant s , Team s , Tunnel s , and for
abbreviations like LKW s and for most words ending in a vowel other than unstressed -e: Auto s , Genie s
There are other possibilities and very occasional exceptions, but these rules cover the vast majority of the
nouns you will ever come across in German. Ideally, you would learn the proper plural of nouns as you come
across them, but since this may not be practical if your priority is to communicate as much as possible in a
short time, you will, once again, be better off guessing. This is another situation where I can confirm from
personal experience that Germans will understand you perfectly well if you use the wrong plural. In an
academic examination you would lose points for writing down the wrong plural; however, with human beings
you will gain points for actually saying something, rather than keeping your mouth shut for fear of saying it
wrong. Based on the statistics above, you have a pretty decent chance at guessing the correct plural! The most
common ending is -e, so try this one first. If the singular already ends in -e, it is slightly more likely to be
feminine so add an -n. Use this rule of thumb, then try to learn the above list, and finally get feedback from
natives and spend more time reading, and you will quickly see the exceptions. As always, this is not a perfect
solution, but saying a word in what sounds like plural will get you further. Pick up your own copy here! Benny
believes the best approach to language learning is to speak from day one.
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Chapter 6 : Learn German Fast, Easy & Fun - racedaydvl.com
There are many people who don't know how to learn German. Even if you visit a language school, self exercises are
important to improve the proficiency. The video explains how to learn German on.

In the twenty-first century, multilingualism is becoming the norm. So where do you fit into this changing
world? Do you see yourself as part of a dynamic population of world citizens, or stuck on a shrinking
monolingual island? The real question should be: The more languages you speak, the bigger your world
becomes. The idea that only children can become bilingual is simply a myth. Speaking a language is about
connection, not perfection. Learning German A language is more than a bunch of words and rules for how to
put those words together; it is another world. Speaking Standard German Hochdeutsch gives you access to the
world of over 90 million native speakers, mostly in Germany and Austria. But learning German also opens the
door to other dialects spoken in Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg and by minority populations all across
Europe. Worldwide, around million people speak some form of German as their first language. German is
easier for a native English speaker to learn than many people realize. English is a hybrid language, but its
origins are Germanic. Not surprisingly, English and German share thousands of cognates â€” words that sound
the same and have the same meanings. For example, these verbs are similar in both languages: The language
offers another useful shortcut: Speaking German is useful beyond central Europe. Understanding the language
makes it easier to start learning other Germanic languages like Dutch , Norwegian , Danish and Swedish. With
Babbel, you can learn German without going to classes, hiring a tutor or investing in expensive software. For
an affordable monthly subscription, you have access to hundreds of hours of interactive courses that get you
speaking right from the first lesson. We add courses on a regular basis, so the opportunities to learn and
improve are always growing. And if you own an iPhone, Android, or Windows 8 phone the key to speaking
German is already in your pocket. Benefits Having a little German in your conversational repertoire will open
up the world to you on multiple levels: Traveling â€” Germany and Austria have much more to offer you than
Schnaps and ski holidays, but only if you can talk to people in their own language. While monolinguals can
easily get stuck in pre-packaged tourist situations, speaking even a little German gives you more autonomy
when traveling. Get to know Germans in their own language, but get to explore the country on your terms.
Living Abroad â€” When you speak German well enough to travel without a phrasebook in hand the idea of
staying longer in another country can become tempting. Cities like Berlin, Hamburg, Munich and Vienna offer
opportunities for students looking for a semester abroad, or professionals looking for some excitement in their
careers. Brain Training â€” Even if you decide to only learn German as a hobby, knowing multiple languages
will keep your brain healthy and nimble, even in old age. This is because knowing another language creates
another network of connections among your neurons. The higher your neural interconnectivity, the better your
memory and problem-solving skills. Germanic Culture, Unfiltered â€” The German-speaking world is
responsible for some hefty contributions to art and culture. Whether you want to sing opera lyrics by Wagner
or Brecht, learn the Viennese Waltz, study the Bauhaus school of design, or learn how to really cook
Flammkuchen, speaking the language will let you participate more directly. And if you are among the 50
million Americans who can claim German ancestry, learning the language will help you get closer to your
roots. Ways to Learn German About 80 million people around the world speak German as a second language,
which brings the total number of German speakers of all dialects to million. There are a variety of ways to
study the language: In The Classroom Classroom instruction with a teacher and other students is the most
traditional approach to learning a language. Many Americans have already studied a language this way in high
school, although not always with the best results. Many people who are motivated to become fluent find that
classes offer a good balance between language instruction and chance to listen and speak. Private Tutor
Learning one-on-one with a tutor allows for a completely tailored learning experience and more opportunities
to practice speaking. Compared to a classroom where the teacher has to split attention among dozens of pupils,
private tutoring usually yields quicker results. Audio Courses and CD-roms For people with money to burn on
learning a language, but not enough time to commit to traditional methods, multimedia courses are a good
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alternative â€” whether you practice listening and speaking with CDs in the car, or use interactive courses on
your home PC in your free time. The main drawback to these methods is high up-front cost and material that
can quickly become outdated. Online German Courses Online learning has made immense progress in the past
several years and has become a viable alternative to more traditional forms of instruction. What do the
methods mentioned above have in common? They all cost money. For thrifty folks who have a little more
patience and motivation than the average learner, there ways to learn German for free: But be aware, just
because someone is a native speaker does not mean they are a good teacher. This can still be a good option
once you already know some German and just want to practice, but you must be prepared to teach your
counterpart English. Tandems are free for both parties, but a significant time commitment. But immersion is
no magic bullet. Before taking the big plunge, you can simulate immersion by streaming German radio and
TV online, watching German movies and doing multimedia lessons online. Some websites offer free
interactive learning material, like Duolingo and Memrise, but programs like these focus on writing and
reading at the expense of listening and speaking. They also rely heavily on user-generated content, which
means the quality is inconsistent and the accuracy of the information goes unverified. Learning German with
Babbel Learning with Babbel costs you less per month than your morning coffee, is ad-free and has been made
by a team of language experts, educators and designers â€” so you are guaranteed a top-quality learning
experience for the best value. Here at Babbel we believe that the key to effectively learning German, or any
language, is having fun. Commitment and discipline will always be important factors, but real engagement is
what helps you to retain information and maximize your learning potential. Covers all four aspects of
language acquisition â€” listening, reading, writing and speaking â€” with fully interactive multimedia
lessons. The speech recognition feature even helps you improve your pronunciation. Your progress is saved in
the cloud and synced across all devices â€” so you can learn anytime, anywhere. Regular course updates and
new lessons so you always have access to the freshest, most up-to-date material. The Babbel Community lets
you connect with other users so you can practice your German with native speakers or other learners. We offer
a 20 day money-back guarantee â€” no questions asked. Try a free German lesson with Babbel and see for
yourself just how enjoyable learning can be.
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Chapter 7 : 5 Ways To Learn German For Free - LearnOutLive
###Learning German With Babbel Try your first German lesson with Babbel for free. One of the advantages of the
Babbel system is that you are immersed in German from the beginning. The process is easy and intuitive (with lots of
helpful hints when you need them), and you can learn at your own pace and set your own lesson plans.

Learning German comes in many shapes and sizes, with hundreds and thousands of brilliant resources that can
help you acquire new vocabulary and fluency in your German. Learning is a different process for everyone, so
despite being able to suggest approaches, learning is unique to each and every person. What type of learning is
for me? Learning is something unique to all of us. The 7 Learning Styles These are some of the popular
techniques that people use when it comes to learning a new language. These are all the styles to learn used in
education to approach new work. You may have already noticed that you use some of these tactics in your
current studying with language learning. Or you may even use a few of them or blend them together to help
you pick up new vocabulary, phrases, and fluency. Recommended resources and learning tactics will be
suggested here for you to go away and use: Apps The rise of digital devices has been rapid in the last few
years, and something that has been embraced by language learners. Apps for language learning have been
regarded as one of the best ways of learning for those on the go and those who need to get access to new
vocabulary, lessons and interactive content for their target language. Apps have been within arms reach for
years, allowing you to learn on the train, before your next meeting and before you go to bed, which gives
cadence to their benefits. Apps like FlashAcademy have been extremely useful for German students to
kick-start. Learn German with they learn with lessons, games, flashcards and native speakers combining
interactive content with fun learning approaches. Flashcards A much older approach to language acquisition.
German has been determined for many years by using a flashcard technique. Flashcards are handy, portable
ways to pick up and log new vocabulary. Easy to start, flashcards provide you with a space to express your
visualization approach, with images, text and even color association. They are accessible for all ages, and an
excellent way to record a list of vocabulary. YouTube YouTube is something that both distracts us, but
teaches us so much. German teachers and YouTubers are a fantastic source of learning for free. Providing
video content and real-time communication allowing German learners to jump in to learn through interactive
methods. YouTube is very visual, so creators of German language content can be creative in their style of
teaching you, which makes it very fun. Classrooms Learning with a teacher or via one-to-one meetings is still
an enriching way to learn German. The benefits of using classroom or one-to-one learning can be improved
pronunciation and refined fluency. Thanks to being with someone in real-time, you can get feedback there and
then, especially when it comes to developing your German accent. Language Exchange Growing in popularity
year on year, language exchange online is becoming one of the best ways to connect with a native speaker if
you are worried about doing it in person. Connecting via sites like iTalki , Speaky and HelloTalk are all great
ways to speak with natives and also specialist German teachers. The resources are normally charged, but all of
the money is provided to the teacher who motivates them to deliver the best possible content for the lesson.
The ability to speak German is very powerful! All of these recommendations can be used together. So here ar
a few different ways and learning methods you could use when picking up some more German. Events
Attending local events for German meet-ups is another way to speak with natives or people who love the
German tongue. Try using something like Eventbrite or Meetup to speak with natives and connect with the
language community in your local area. This opportunity to speak will massively help. Podcasts Aside from
the TV and movies, podcasts on the go can be a nifty hack to improving your German. Accessing them
through something like Spotify or even Podcast apps like Overcast. FM are powerful ways to continue your
learning wherever you may be. When you next try a podcast, try to speak some of the words they mention in
the feature. Why getting started is important Getting started is sometimes the hardest thing, with all of these
fantastic solutions to learning German, the one way we get started is by getting started. Momentum helps to
fuel language learning. Keeping up this progress will help you to grow your language skills and fluency. So
get started today and keep that momentum flowing for the best way to learn German. Let us know what you
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think the best way to learn German is, in the comments. Francesco is a big fan of everything technology,
productivity tools, tea, motorsport and marketing surprisingly. Feel free to reach out to Francesco and the
social team on Twitter FlashSticks.
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Chapter 8 : Resources for Learning German on your own - Individual German courses for Beginners
To improve your German quickly, you must speak from the very first day you start learning German. This speak from
day one approach is the fastest and most efficient way to learn German - especially if you speak with native German
speakers.

This post contains affiliate links. Yes, German vocabulary is gendered. Yes, there are some really long words
to learn. Find Your Big Why for Learning German Even before you think about which materials to study, or
your method for learning German, you need to take a step back and understand your underlying reason for
wanting to speak German. This is your Big Why. Here are some reasons for learning German that could be
your Big Why: There are many ways to plunge yourself headfirst into German wherever you live. Here are a
few of my top ways to bring Germany to your hometown: Make Your Computer Multilingual. Why not turn
your computer into a German-only system? Find the German Speakers in Your City. Believe it or not, there
are many communities of German speakers around the world. You may be near one and not even realize it!
Watch German Television and Movies. Force yourself to focus by watching without subtitles. Not sure
whether this approach is for you? Here are a few of my favourite language hacks that can help you learn
German fast: SRS is a great method for memorizing vocabulary and phrases. It is probably the most effective
hack you can use to pick up new vocabulary. Mnemonics help you create associations to easily recall German
words. The key to mnemonics? Focus Your Study with the Pomodoro Technique. This technique allows you
to break up your study sessions into smaller chunks of time resulting in better focus and a more effective
learning experience. When my friend Anthony Lauder introduced me to conversational connectors a few years
ago, they blew my mind. The hotel room is good. How is your hotel room? This is exactly the same answer
with conversational connectors added in. Conversational connectors are extremely helpful because you can
use them in a variety of situations such as agreeing with someone, sharing your opinion, or changing the
subject. This speak from day one approach is the fastest and most efficient way to learn German â€” especially
if you speak with native German speakers. How can you find native speakers to practice with? No matter
where you live you can still find people, either online or offline, to speak with in German. I connect with
German speakers by: The prices are reasonable especially compared to private, face-to-face lessons and you
can meet in the comfort of your own home. Meeting Up With German Learners. Installing the HelloTalk App
on my smartphone. This handy language-learning app helps you connect with other language learners around
the world and is a great place to practise speaking German. You may also like to join my Speak in a Week
crash course to give yourself a huge boost in confidence at speaking German after just seven days. Focus on
the Easy Parts of German Lots of people think German is a really difficult language to learn. In fact, German
has a lot of things going for it that make it considerably easier than many other languages. When learning
German, the trick is to focus on those parts of German that are easy to pick up. Alongside that, you can find
hacks to help you get around the parts that are perceived as more difficult. German is an easy language to learn
because it has: No tones, as there are in Chinese or Thai No liaisons between words, as there are in French
Many of the same letters as English, unlike Japanese or Korean No postposition or preposition suffixes, like in
Hungarian or Turkish No strings of difficult-to-pronounce consonants like in Czech. Plus, German is a
phonetic language. This means that with very few exceptions you know exactly how to pronounce a word
when you see it spelled. Likewise, when you hear a word you can almost always write it out. English, by
contrast, has all sorts of funky issues with pronunciation. On top of that, many parts of German grammar are
the same as English since they are both part of the Germanic family of languages. Older Anglo-Saxon texts are
particularly close to the German language. Even more recent classics, such as Shakespeare, are closer to the
German roots of English. There are many more ways that German is actually really easy, so be sure to check
out my guide Why German is Easy where I explore this in a lot more detail. Just remember these important
steps: Find your Big Why for learning German Immerse yourself in the German language by creating a
Mini-Germany in your home Make smart use of language hacks Use conversational connectors to sound fluent
and buy yourself time Speak from day one â€” especially with native speakers Realise that German is much
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easier than you think Conversational fluency in German is just around the corner! And now you have the tools
to help you make the most of your German studies. Benny believes the best approach to language learning is
to speak from day one.
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Chapter 9 : How to Learn German: 14 Steps (with Pictures) - wikiHow
You'll have a better understanding of German culture and gain new insight into your own. When you learn German,
you're learning more than just a new language.

There are as many ways to learn German as there are individuals. Every day new sites are popping up that
promise to help you learn German for free and without hassle. But which ones are worth signing up for?
Which ones are a waste of time? It works similarly to programs like Rosetta Stone, showing the learner simple
questions and writing or speaking prompts. But is it a good way to learn German? The main approach here is
to use English as a bridging tongue and learn by trial and error. Having said that, Duolingo is great for getting
started for absolute beginners. It will help you learn a few basic phrases and depending how far you get make
your first forays into the intricacies of German grammar. How does it work? You sign up for a free account
and start to learn German for free on your laptop, tablet or smartphone. The software asks you simple
questions. You have three hearts. Make a mistake and you lose one. According to a study the service seems to
perform quite well when put to the quantitative test. If you prefer deeper and decelerated approaches to learn
German for free, read on. Deutsche Welle offers so much for German learners that it can be overwhelming at
first. There are free videos, audios, texts, exercises, vocabulary lists and more, geared at every level of German
learner. A good starting point for exploring this treasure trove is to go to the home page and select your level.
In my practice as a German teacher the Deutsche Welle materials have been immensely helpful, but they are
also great for self-study. In other words, the Deutsche Welle is probably one of the best ways to learn german
for free online. Here is only a small selection of what they offer: You can check out the course as a guest but
you need to create a free account in order to save your progress. Langsam gesprochene Nachrichten offers
slowly spoken daily news in German. Some of my students subscribed to the feed via iTunes and loved to
listen every day on their iPods while jogging or commuting. Each episode comes with a full transcript.
Top-Thema mit Vokabeln is one of my favourite features of the Deutsche Welle. This section offers short
articles focusing on current events with vocabulary and exercises. Each article comes with audio, transcript
and downloadable PDF. Deutsch im Fokus offers weekly articles about German language and daily life in
Germany, complete with vocabulary, exercises and audio. This is just the tip of the iceberg. If you want to
learn German for free, Deutsche Welle will become your best friend. It has many more materials for German
learners, from its very own telenovela to games. Navigating this ocean of content can be tricky at first. I would
recommend to just browse until you find something that tickles your fancy and then take it from there.
According to the founder dict. This dictionary comes with an integrated free vocabulary trainer , pocked
edition , Android and iPhone app and is a useful tool for everyone who wants to learn German for free. Learn
German For Free By Reading Online Articles If you like browsing the web and reading articles in German but
find it cumbersome to look up and memorize new words, take a look at Lingua. You register for free and
install the free Chrome extension. Then, whenever you are reading a German article and stumble over an
unknown word, you can get an instant translation and pronunciation by double-clicking it. But for now,
looking up new words and practicing them on a continual basis is still a great way to memorize vocabulary
and improve text comprehension skills. If you are determined to learn German for free, give it a go! My inbox
is at words â€¦ gotta complete those challenges. And yet, he chose to make it all available for free! Each
grammar topic comes with solid explanations, excercise sheets with solutions and summaries in PDF format.
Take a look at the Table Of Contents for a complete list of topics. Founded in she has produced a considerable
amount of free podcasts, videos and articles about various topics ranging from culture and idioms to everyday
German language. What are your favourite free resources for learning German? Tell us in the comments,
below!
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