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Jan 09, Â· The Rev. Marvin Gorman was many things to many people: a charismatic televangelist, a spiritual guide and
a prolific author. But to his rival, the pioneering Rev. Jimmy Swaggart, Gorman was a.

October, â€”Powerful televangelist and right wing culture warrior Jimmy Swaggart is caught on camera in the
company of known prostitute Debra Murphree at a dilapidated brothel motel in the New Orleans suburb of
Metairie, Louisiana. Swaggart is delayed at the scene of the tryst by a staged flat tire. For you will hate one
and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
According to Gorman on December 28, Lynda Savage called him at his office. Alone at a local motel she said
she was severely depressed. Reverend Gorman dropped everything and rushed to her side. At the motel he
found the door unlocked and, upon entry into the room, Mrs. Savage draped in a robe and sitting on the bed.
An open bottle of pills was on the nightstand. Afraid that she had taken the pills he rushed over to the bed and
sat down with her. That was when, he said, Mrs. Savage let the robe drop. They embraced and began to kiss.
He unzipped his pants and attempted intercourse but was overcome by guilt and remorse. He stood up and
composed himself. After apologizing to her profusely, Gorman told her that what they were doing was wrong,
that he had to leave. According to her, she and Gorman had sex between eight and nine times during an affair
that lasted two years. Savage claimed that the affair began during a counseling session when he diagnosed her
with Anorgasmia the inability for a woman to have an orgasm. He told her that he could show her how to
achieve one. Savage said she was the one who ended the affair because of conscience pangs and that Gorman
tried on several occasions to reignite it. As for threatening suicide, Savage denied it. Due to his good looks,
impressive stature and genuine love of people and a willingness to meet them where they stood in life, as well
as his tolerance of, and outreach to, lapsed Catholics the First Assemblies of God congregation in New
Orleans that he pastored had grown from little more than members to a jaw dropping 6, strong. Not only that,
Gorman had been elected to the national Executive Board of the Assemblies of God where he had a hand in
the doctrinal and disciplinary matters within the denomination; and, perhaps most significantly, he was in the
process of finalizing the purchase of two television stations with satilites. Additionally, he was about to break
ground on a new building project only a few blocks away from his current church site. Just 80 miles north of
New Orleans, Baton Rouge was the bastion of the Assemblies of God denomination and the home of its
famous firebrand televangelist Jimmy Swaggart whose television show A Study in the Word was broadcast to
over 3, stations at the time. Jimmy Swaggart buttered his bread with a more traditional, fundamentalist
Pentecostalism. He forbade dancing of any kind, even aerobics, and demanded that women be subservient to
their husbands. He was particularly strict on sexual matters going so far to denounce oral sex between a
husband and wife as perverted and berating young men and women for masturbating. He would contort his
face to demonstrate the horror and vileness of sin. He whooped and hollered. A tall, broad shouldered man, he
lunged and swung at the demons of the air. He pleaded and cajoled. He captivated and entertained. And the
money poured in. Jim Bakker, on the other hand, was softerâ€”in every sense of the word. God wants you to
be happy. God wants you to be succesful. God wants you to be rich. And it was successful. He took the call.
Gorman hung up and went about his day as usual, noting that whatever it was that Savage wanted, it seemed a
little urgent. He knew Savage well, having mentored him in the ministry. As soon as Savage entered the room
Gorman sensed something was wrong. Instead he turned and faced Gorman, looking him dead in the eyes. It
was July 15, And as hot as it was, things were about to get even hotter.
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The sad fact is, these things-about Swaggart, Gorman and the Bakker's were widely known outside of their
denominations and inside of them. Inside, these things had been whispered about for years. Outside, prostitutes, police
officers and people who worked legitimate jobs along New Orleans' prostitute strolls had seen Swaggart trolling the.

Fallen televangelist rebounding Ministry: Jimmy Swaggart has lost much of his flock and his financial empire,
but he still preaches from his acre complex in Baton Rouge, La. Jimmy Swaggart plays a scale on his grand
piano and slides off the bench to grab the microphone. He collapses to the floor. He recounts a conversation
with God. Seven times, he abruptly breaks into tears. And he lays hands on a partially paralyzed young man.
To his left and right, huge curtains block off seats and disguise the fact that his 7,seat Family Worship Center
on Bluebonnet Road now attracts only to Sunday services. Outside, the plus flagpoles that once carried the
banners of every country where his sermons were broadcast stand unused. Decorating the stadium-sized,
mostly vacant parking lot at the worship center are signs for a shuttle bus that long ago stopped running. But
Swaggart still preaches the same message from the same place, his acre complex in Baton Rouge, La. His only
public concession to falling popularity is his use of public-access channels More popular cable outlets largely
shun him to broadcast his message to TV markets at odd hours. He remains, he says, an "old-fashioned, Holy
Ghost-filled, shouting, weeping, soul-winning, Gospel-preaching preacher. And he still lives in the same gated
mansion. Marvin Gorman, has re-emerged, driving a Toyota, doing tent revivals and generally providing a
humbler contrast. Pride goes before destruction and the haughty spirit before the fall. And that crept into each
one of us. But his sermon offers a reply to his critics. God, he says, has spoken repeatedly to him since he was
8 years old. The Lord instructed him to begin a TV ministry in His autobiography proclaimed, "There are no
skeletons in the Swaggart closet," but recounted a warning from a longtime friend. It goes to their head. They
start to think they are God.
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The lawsuit says Swaggart last year persuaded TV evangelist Jim Bakker to remove Gorman's program from Bakker's
PTL Network. Frasier said he knew of no connection between Swaggart's alleged efforts to discredit Gorman and
Bakker's current troubles, but that there are parallels.

A number of incidents involving California-based televangelist Morris Cerullo caused The scandal was widely
reported online and in UK newspapers. He has since re She later claimed that she had been kidnapped, but a
grand jury could neither prove that a kidnapping occurred, nor that she had faked it. Aimee Semple
McPherson died in from an accidental overdose of barbiturates. Lonnie Frisbee, sâ€”s Main article: Lonnie
Frisbee Lonnie Frisbee was an American closeted gay Pentecostal evangelist and self-described "seeing
prophet" in the late s and s who despite his "hippie" appearance had notable success as a minister and
evangelist. Frisbee was a key figure in the Jesus Movement and was involved in the rise of two worldwide
denominations Calvary Chapel and the Vineyard Movement. Both churches later disowned him because of his
active homosexuality, removing him first from leadership positions, then ultimately firing him. He eventually
died from AIDS in Marjoe Gortner, early s Main article: Marjoe Gortner Gortner rose to fame in the late s as
a child preacher, but he had simply been trained to do this by his parents and he had no personal faith. He was
able to perform "miracles" and received large amounts of money in donations. After suffering a crisis of
conscience, he invited a film crew to accompany him on a final preaching tour. Billy James Hargis Hargis was
a prolific author and radio evangelist. Hargis formed American Christian College in to teach fundamentalist
Christian principles. However, a sex scandal erupted at the College, involving claims that Hargis had sex with
male and female students. The college eventually closed down in the mids. Hargis denied the allegations
publicly. When asked why she was with Swaggart, she replied, "He asked me for sex. Morris Cerullo A
number of incidents involving California-based televangelist Morris Cerullo caused outrage in the United
Kingdom during the s. At a London crusade in , he pronounced a child cancer sufferer to be healed, yet the girl
died two months later. Cerullo also produced fund-raising material which was condemned as unethical by a
number of religious leaders, as it implied that giving money to his organisation would result in family
members becoming Christians. Mike Warnke Warnke was a popular Christian evangelist and comedian during
the s and s. He claimed in his autobiography, The Satan Seller , that he had once been deeply involved in a
Satanic cult and was a Satanic priest before converting to Christianity. Its investigation turned up damaging
evidence of fraud and deceit. Most critically, however, the investigation showed how Warnke could not
possibly have done the many things he claimed to have done throughout his nine-month tenure as a Satanist,
much less become a drug-addicted dealer or become a Satanic high priest. Robert Tilton, Main article: Robert
Tilton Tilton is an American televangelist who achieved notoriety in the s and early s through his paid
television program Success-N-Life. At its peak, it aired in all American TV markets. Grant, and Main article:
He was then imprisoned for tax evasion in After restarting his ministry upon release, a TV investigation found
that claims of healing he made at a revival in Atlanta were false. Bob Moorehead, Main article: Bob
Moorehead Moorehead, pastor of the Overlake Christian Church from the s to June, was arrested in July, on a
charge of indecent exposure in a public restroom in Daytona Beach, Florida. He stepped down amid
allegations of molestation of adult members during baptism and wedding ceremonies that went as far back as
20 years earlier. Roy Clements Clements was a prominent figure within British evangelical christianity. In , he
revealed he was in a homosexual relationship with another man, resigned his pastorship, and separated from
his wife. He had written a number of well-received books which were withdrawn from sale when the news
broke. His claimed shedding of homosexuality is also the subject of his autobiography Not Afraid to Change.
In September , Paulk was found and photographed in a Washington, D. Later questioned by gay rights activist
Wayne Besen , Paulk denied being in the bar despite photographic proof to the contrary. James Dobson sided
with Paulk and supported his claims. Subsequently, Paulk, who himself had written about his habit of lying
while he openly lived as a homosexual, confessed to being in the bar, but claimed he entered the establishment
for reasons other than sexual pursuits. Paulk retained his Board seat for Exodus, however he did so while on
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probation. Paulk did not run again for chairman of the board of Exodus when his term expired. Paul Crouch,
Main article: In September , the Los Angeles Times published a series of articles raising questions about the
fundraising practices and financial transparency of TBN, as well as the allegations of a former ministry
employee, Enoch Lonnie Ford , that he had a homosexual affair with Crouch during the s. Consequently, none
of the alleged charges were substantiated. The church was one of the largest in the United Kingdom. He came
into notoriety when he was jailed for three and a half years for the sexual assault of four members of his
congregation in Douglas has upon his release resumed full pastoral ministry alongside his wife. He is most
famous for "creation science" seminars, in which he argues for Young Earth creationism, using his
self-formulated "Hovind Theory. In , Hovind who also has a reputation as a tax protestor had been charged
with falsely declaring bankruptcy, making threats against federal officials, filing false complaints, failing to
get necessary building permits, and various tax-related charges. He was convicted of 58 federal tax offenses
and related charges, for which he is currently serving a ten-year sentence. In it was alleged that Haggard had
been regularly visiting a male prostitute who also provided him with methamphetamine. Haggard admitted his
wrongdoing and resigned as pastor of New Life church and as president of the NAE. The high-profile case
was significant also because it immediately preceded the mid-term elections and may have even affected
national voting patterns[ citation needed ]. In January , Haggard admitted to a second homosexual relationship
with a male church member on CNN-TV and other national media, and when asked, would not directly answer
a question about his other possible homosexual relationships. He confessed his homosexual activity to the
church board, and his resignation was accepted on December 7, Lonnie Latham, Main article: Lonnie Latham
In , Latham, the senior pastor of South Tulsa Baptist Church and a member of the powerful Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee, was arrested for "offering to engage in an act of lewdness" with a male
undercover police officer. Gilbert Deya Kenyan-born Deya moved to the United Kingdom in the s and started
a number of churches. He claims to have supernatural powers that allow him to make infertile women become
pregnant and give birth. However, police investigations in the UK and Kenya concluded that Deya and his
wife were stealing Kenyan babies. Deya was arrested in London during December and as of April he is
currently fighting extradition to Kenya. Roberts was named as a defendant in a lawsuit alleging improper use
of university funds for political and personal purposes and improper use of university resources. A number of
women from the congregation came forward during the s claiming that Paulk had sexual relations with them.
Some of these claims have subsequently been proven correct. Coy Privette Privette is a Baptist pastor ,
conservative activist, and politician in the U. Privette was president of the Christian Action League and a
prominent figure in North Carolina moral battles. In August , Weeks physically assaulted Bynum in a hotel
parking lot and was convicted of the crime in March The couple divorced in June and Weeks remarried in
October Michael Reid Bishop Michael Reid born is a Christian evangelist in Essex , England and founder of
Michael Reid Ministries who resigned from the role of pastor at Peniel Church in April , after admitting to an
eight-year extra-marital sexual relationship. The scandal was widely reported online [26] [27] [28] and in UK
newspapers. Joe Barron, Joe Barron, one of the 40 ministers at Prestonwood Baptist Church , one of the
largest churches in the United States with 26, members, was arrested on May 15, for solicitation of a minor
after driving from the Dallas area to Bryan, Texas , in order to allegedly engage in sexual relations with what
he thought to be a 13 year-old girl he had met online. Bentley claimed that tens of thousands of people were
healed at the revival. However, in August , he stepped down permanently when it was revealed he was
separating from his wife, Shonnah, and was in a relationship with Jessa Hasbrook, a member of his staff.
Thorp of the Miami New Times reported on May 4, , that on April 13, , Christian leader George Alan Rekers
was encountered and photographed at Miami International Airport returning from an extended overseas trip
with a twenty-year-old " rent boy ", or gay male prostitute, known as "Lucien" later identified as Jo-Vanni
Roman. Long, Main article: Long In September several civil complaints were filed against Eddie L. Long by
men that stated Mr. Long used his position as the church leader to entice or coerce the men into consensual
sexual relationships in exchange for money, travel and goods. At a press event on September 26, Mr. Long
stated he would fight the civil complaints in court and would not comment on the allegations. On December
7th , Rev. Long settled the matter out of court. Albert Odulele was charged with two counts of sexual assault ,
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one involving a year-old boy and another on a year-old man. Although he initially denied the charges, he later
pleaded guilty and confessed that he had been battling with his sexuality for many years. He was subsequently
sentenced at Woolwich crown court to 8 and 6 months in Prison to run concurrently. He will be on the sex
offenders register for 5 years. He is currently serving his sentence. The six that were investigated are: On
January 6, Senator Grassley released his review of the six ministries response to his inquiry. National Home
and Foreign Missions Department. Church of God in Christ, International.
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Gorman declared bankruptcy, Bakker went to prison and Swaggart's empire collapsed. All three mounted comebacks,
with Rev. Gorman founding Temple of Praise in Gentilly.
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Gorman called ministers, friends, and donors to write letters on behalf of Bakker for a sentence that better reflected his
crimes. Even in the midst of the scandals, he worked tirelessly to help friends - even when he knew it could further mar
his own reputation.

With his parents, Swaggart attended a small, member Assemblies of God church in Ferriday. In , aged 17,
Swaggart married year-old Frances Anderson whom he met in church while he was playing music with his
father. They have a son named Donnie. Swaggart worked several part-time odd jobs in order to support his
young family and also began singing Southern Gospel music at various churches. Although the offer meant a
promise for significant income for him and his family, Swaggart turned Phillips down, stating that he was
called to preach the gospel. He began developing a revival-meeting following throughout the American South.
In , he began recording gospel music record albums and transmitting on Christian radio stations. In , Swaggart
was ordained by the Assemblies of God; a year later he began his radio ministry. In the late s, Swaggart
founded what was then a small church named the Family Worship Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana ; the
church eventually became district-affiliated with the Assemblies of God. The station broadcast Christian
feature stories, preaching and teaching from various fundamentalist and Pentecostal denominations and played
black gospel , Southern gospel , and inspirational music. As Contemporary Christian music became more
prevalent, the station avoided playing it. Swaggart sold many of his radio stations gradually throughout the s
and early s. Jimmy Swaggart Ministries still operates several radio stations that operate under the name
Sonlife Radio. Prostitution scandals[ edit ] In , Swaggart was implicated in a sex scandal involving a prostitute
that resulted initially in his suspension, and ultimately defrocking , by the Assemblies of God. Three years
later Swaggart was implicated in another scandal involving a prostitute. Once exposed, Gorman was defrocked
from the Assemblies of God, his ministry all but ended. When Swaggart arrived, he reportedly went into
Room 7. They called Marvin Gorman, whose church was located nearby. Gorman arrived at the Travel Inn a
short while later and asked Swaggart what he was doing there. Gorman waited almost a year, then
hand-delivered a note to Swaggart informing him his time was up; Swaggart did not respond. Carlson
summoned Hamill and Gorman to fly to Assemblies of God headquarters in Springfield, Missouri and
arranged for an emergency meeting of the presbyters. This was done to establish that the room was being used
for prostitution. One of the men seen leaving Room 7 was Swaggart. The presbytery leadership of the
Assemblies of God decided that Swaggart should be suspended from broadcasting his television program for
three months. Paul Levy, senior editor for the Enquirer, stated that the polygraph examiner had concluded
Murphree was not truthful on six key questions, including one in which she was reportedly asked if she had
fabricated the story. Levy stated that the Enquirer decided not to print her story due to the test results, her drug
use, and the fact that she had arrest warrants in three states. Murphree failed questions about whether she was
paid or promised money to "set up" Swaggart, and whether she made up the story in order to make money
from it. The national presbytery of the Assemblies of God soon extended the suspension to their standard
two-year suspension for sexual immorality. His return to the pulpit coincided with the end of a three-month
suspension originally ordered by the Assemblies. Believing that Swaggart was not genuinely repentant in
submitting to their authority, the hierarchy of the Assemblies of God immediately defrocked him, removing
his credentials and ministerial license. He was pulled over by a police officer in Indio, California , for driving
on the wrong side of the road. With him in the vehicle was a woman named Rosemary Garcia. According to
Garcia, Swaggart had stopped to proposition her on the side of the road. She later told reporters, "He asked me
for sex. His son Donnie preaches at Family Worship Center and also preaches in churches across America and
abroad. Unlike his previous stations, SonLife was commercial-free and did not sell time to outside ministries;
the preaching and teaching were all produced in-house. The music played was primarily Southern Gospel.
SonLife Radio can be received in 22 U. Television[ edit ] This section of a biography of a living person needs
additional citations for verification. Please help by adding reliable sources. Contentious material about living
persons that is unsourced or poorly sourced must be removed immediately, especially if potentially libelous or
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harmful. April Learn how and when to remove this template message In , Swaggart proposed to television
producers in Nashville, Tennessee a television program including a fairly large music segment, a short
sermon, and time for talking about current ministry projects, after two faltering attempts to tape the half-hour
program in Baton Rouge and New Orleans. They accepted, and within weeks the Jimmy Swaggart Telecast
was being broadcast around the United States. In , Swaggart launched a daily television program titled A
Study in the Word. The college originally provided education and communication degrees. It flourished during
the s, reaching an enrollment of 1, students in the fall of Enrollment in August was projected to be about
students, compared to 1, students last year in The estimate was based on the number of students who had
registered and the inquiries from potential students. The college shut down programs in music, physical
education, secretarial science, and communications that October and disbanded its basketball team. The
College is not accredited and is not currently seeking accreditation [25] Print[ edit ] Swaggart has written
about 20 Christian books offered through his ministry. The ministry also publishes a monthly magazine, The
Evangelist. He has three grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Retrieved July 31,
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Feb 25, Â· The Bakker Connection Among Gorman's few steadfast allies during Swaggart's attacks was Jim Bakker,
who, in the months before the PTL scandal broke last March, took up Gorman's cause on "The Jim.

Gorman himself had been fired from the Assemblies of God ministry after Swaggart had reported that Gorman
was having an adulterous affair. Gorman confronted Swaggart and told him he would have to come clean.
Swaggart said he would but failed to do so. The Assemblies of God immediately imposed upon him the
mandatory two-year rehabilitation time required of all its ministers who fall into sexual sin. This meant
Swaggart could not minister in any capacity for two years, while undergoing treatment and counseling.
Swaggart rejected this, though he had agreed this was a good policy for Gorman. On February 21 , , on his
television show taped in Baton Rouge, Louisiana , Swaggart tearfully confessed that he was guilty of an
unspecified sin and made comparisons to himself and King David. Because he would not submit to the
authoritative discipline and rehabilitative policies of the Assemblies of God, his ordination was revoked. As a
result, Swaggart spent a considerable amount of time, in church and on television, blasting the Assemblies of
God for its "unforgiving" stances. Swaggart lost much of his audience after these events. Swaggart
subsequently blamed his problems on " demons " and claimed that controversial evangelist Oral Roberts had
"cast out the demons" over the phone, thus assuring Swaggart was now free of moral defect. There are
erroneous reports of this hotel being in Lake Charles or Baton Rouge. On October 11 , , in Indio, California ,
police stopped Swaggart for driving on the wrong side of the road. In the car with him was yet another
prostitute, named Rosemary Garcia. No sex-related charges were filed in that incident. That lawsuit is pending
at present. He now claims to have "made his life right with God" and preaches a message called "the Cross"
which says that the only way to Heaven is through the death of Jesus. He has preached that those with such
inclinations should be called, "queers, perverts, or homosexuals, but not gay. Gay is a nice word. Swaggart
later stated that his comment was not meant to be taken seriously, and that the expression "kill him and tell
God he died" is a contradiction. During the same tour, Zappa also rewrote three Beatles songs to satirize
Swaggart. The lyrics to the suite can be found through the references provided. Skinny Puppy sample his "I
am clean" speech on their song "Hexonxonx" from their Rabies album. The song appears on the No Rest for
the Wicked album, released at the height of the scandal in

Page 11

DOWNLOAD PDF GORMAN AND BAKKER
Chapter 7 : Content Pages of the Encyclopedia of Religion and Social Science
Gorman declared bankruptcy, Bakker went to prison and Swaggart's empire collapsed. Those of us in or around the
Godbeat in those days know how tumultuous a time it was. But it was long, long ago, and the media could be forgiven
for having moved on to the latest prosperity gospel preacher who's set to pray at Donald Trump's inauguration, or.

Hadden and Charles E. Swann in Prime Time Preachers: The Rising Power of Televangelism Addison-Wesley
to describe a new form of religious broadcasting combining television and evangelism. Televangelism also is
referred to as "the electric church" by religious broadcasters, especially Ben Armstrong The Electric Church ,
Nelson , or "the electronic church" by mainline Christian critics. As described by Armstrong, the term electric
church encompasses all religious broadcasters with an evangelical Christian message, including radio and
television programming. Electronic church was used pejoratively to describe members of the clergy who went
on the air to raise money for their own use instead of emphasizing spiritual messages in the traditional
denominational sense. The term televangelism gained widespread usage when scandals involving several of its
most prominent personalities turned mass media attention on television evangelists televangelists and their
multimillion-dollar organizations. In general usage, televangelism refers to evangelical religious television
programming that depends upon viewers for direct financial support. Televangelists are independent,
entrepreneurial evangelists who use television marketing to build their ministries. In general, three beliefs are
shared by these evangelicals: History of the Medium The early radio evangelists focused on saving souls.
With the addition of television as a means of delivery, the emphasis and interpretations of individual callings
were modified due to the need to develop financial and audience support. Individual programs showed a wide
range of formats, from televised preaching to talk shows. Television as a mass media tool was introduced in
the s and, along with other electronic media, was used for evangelism and constituency building. By the s,
there were 1, religious radio stations and more than religious television stations. Three Christian networks
broadcast 24 hours a day to nationwide audiences. The Golden Age of televangelism, from approximately to ,
brought religious broadcasting to national attention. During this period, Nielson and Arbitron rating services
measured audience size. According to the results of the rating services, Oral Roberts lost the number one
position to Robert Schuller the Hour of Power and Jimmy Swaggart Ministries, who vied for the top rating.
There were eight individual teleministries that began developing stable and large audiences and built complex
organizations that became both part of the ministry and a rationale for viewer financial support. These
organizations reflected different interests; however, the major televangelists had educational components,
many of which continue to operate: These educational projects varied with the interests and the finances of the
evangelist. Social and Structural Origins of Televangelism Televangelism is a hybrid institution derived from
urban revivalism and television see Frankl , The true impact of urban revivalism on religious practice can best
be seen in an examination of the legacies of three great urban revivalists: Charles Finney articulated the ethos
of urban revivalism upon which contemporary televangelism is based. On Revivals of Religion explained to
the clergy how to conduct revivals or, given the primary calling of the revivalists, how to win souls. Finney
favored the direct biblical words rather than sophisticated theological doctrines, just as he favored the
grammar and rhetoric of plain people. Lectures provided the ideological justification for making revivalism a
planned event instead of a mystical, spirit-filled happening. Furthermore, Finney exhorted ministers to use
"any means" to produce powerful excitement and to play an active role as an agent of God. Whereas Finney
profoundly altered the ethos, preaching style, and content of revivalism, Dwight Moody rationalized and
routinized the organization of revivalism and some of its rituals about 30 years later. Moody also contributed
to the social milieu of revivalism through the creation of an infrastructure for Bible schools and institutes.
These schools, in particular the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, continue to educate and train students to
carry on the work of Moody and other revivalists. When fundamentalism evolved as a social movement, some
of these Bible schools became part of that movement. These Christian schools are major building blocks for
many televangelists Oral Roberts, Pat Robertson, and Jerry Falwell in particular. They also serve as successful
vehicles for fund-raising. Billy Sunday characterized himself as a "businessman for the Lord. Overview of the
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Largest Teleministries Starting in Akron, Ohio, Rex Humbard was one of the first evangelists to build a
ministry that incorporated radio and television programming. He was aware of the effect his television
ministry might have on local churches and worked together with local pastors to get recent converts involved
in their local churches. The Humbard family no longer produces programs. Granville Oral Roberts made the
transition from tent crusader as the "King of Faith Healers" into radio and television broadcasting. His radio
audience was larger than any other faith healer Morris By , Roberts was the national leader of paid religious
television Frankl Roberts later closed the City of Faith, including the medical school. The law school and
library holdings were donated to then CBN now Regent University when donations fell as a result of the
televangelism scandals. Set apart from many fundamentalist revivalists by his tolerance for theological
diversity, Roberts has been willing to work with a wide range of Christians, thus separating himself from
doctrinaire fundamentalists Harrell Roberts accepted biblical inerrancy as a living revelation perceived by
experience; he believes in direct intervention of God see Miracle of Seed Faith , Revell Friends with Billy
Graham who dedicated ORU in and Pat Robertson, he avoided involvement with the Moral Majority
movement, eschewing the mixing of politics and religion. His upbeat message of hope was combined with
promises of health, happiness, and prosperity. Schuller is the only televangelist from a mainline denomination.
From the snack bar roof of the Orange drive-in theater, he conducted Sunday Services. During the s, Schuller
vied with Oral Roberts for the position of most watched televangelist. It is also seen in 44 foreign countries by
an estimated 20 million viewers of special foreign-language versions. As part of his ministry, he founded the
Institute for Successful Church Leadership , which has more than 20, graduates; New Hope, a Christian hour
counseling center ; and the International School of Christian Communication, specializing in the art of
preaching Schuller is the author of more than 30 books. From this church, Falwell broadcasts the Old-Time
Gospel Hour , his television outreach program, and Listen America Radio , three minutes of radio news and
commentary with conservative leaders addressing political issues. Falwell is the author of 12 books and
founder of the Moral Majority , renamed Liberty Federation. The Moral Majority and the Christian Voice,
both established in , were the principal umbrella organizations for the New Christian Right. The Moral
Majority had "access to a national network of fundamentalists united by a common fellowship, a commitment
to building great churches and Christian Schools" Liebman and Wuthnow Preaching to congregations across
the nation and establishing lengthy mailing lists for direct mail campaigns, Falwell registered thousands of
voters united by the Moral Majority against abortion, pornography, the ERA, homosexuality, and the decline
of moral and familial values. Through lobbying and distributing mass petitions to bring attention to
conservative positions, Falwell saw the Moral Majority "as a means to a much broader social movement"
Hadden and Shupe The Christian Voice, although smaller than the Moral Majority, did campaign for
conservative Christian viewpoints against homosexuality and pornography. The Religious Roundtable, formed
in by Ed McAteer under the umbrella of Moral Majority and Christian Voice, provided a forum for
conservative political discussions. Falwell was seen as a spokesperson for the Religious Roundtable, which in
held a large conference in Dallas with New Christian Right leaders, televangelists, and Ronald Reagan in
attendance. Roundtable forums urged audiences to lobby for conservative issues, such as supporting prayer in
schools and the teaching of creationism, through mass mail campaigns to Congress. In , Falwell focused his
message on the social and moral aspects of politics in his revivalist "I Love America" rallies held on steps of
state capitol buildings across the nation. In his book Listen, America! After the elections, Falwell took credit
for helping to elect President Reagan and conservative members of Congress. In , Falwell dissolved the Moral
Majority and created the Liberty Federation, "a new political arm. The 2 to 3 million following was disproved;
the claim that the Moral Majority was a large grassroots group and suggestions that it had a religiously diverse
following were disproved as well. His Moral Majority members were mostly southern Baptists Wilcox
Falwell started the Lynchburg Christian Academy in , with kindergarten through 12th grade. He is founder and
Chancellor of Liberty University, formerly Liberty Baptist College , with an enrollment of over 11, students
from all 50 states and 48 countries in He attempted to reform and stabilize the sinking PTL and Heritage
Village, but his efforts were criticized by pentecostals who disapproved of his noncharismatic, fundamentalist
Baptist message. Swaggart reached the pinnacle of his power in At the height of his career, he was a leading
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figure in the AOG as a political benefactor, generous financial contributor, and media star Poloma Swaggart
lost considerable credibility among his followers when it was revealed in that he regularly visited a prostitute.
Swaggart returned to his own pulpit as an independent minister, decreasing his airtime and emphasizing his
international evangelical activities. Swaggart is the author of Rape of the Nation , published in Jimmy
Swaggart Ministries , a treatise on what he saw as the moral decay of the United States. Cousin to Mickey
Gilley of country music fame and Jerry Lee Lewis, rock music pioneer, Swaggart has 12 gold records of
gospel music to his credit Schaffer and Todd The Bakkers began their careers as itinerant revivalists, ordained
by Assemblies of God. Bakker is credited with originating the Club talk-show format and was the first host.
Bakker is also credited with creating the most successful on-air fund-raising shows, the proceeds of which
established CBN as a well-financed entity. Bakker resigned in as president of TBS. His interpretation of
pentecostalism was described as the "gospel of prosperity" Poloma Tammy Faye was an advocate for the right
of Christian women to dress as they pleased without incurring disapproval from their congregations Barnhart
The Bakkers were not known for their involvement in politics and kept their political leanings to themselves.
Jim Bakker did lend his name as a sponsor to the "One Nation Under God" rally in Washington, an ostensibly
apolitical gathering that nonetheless had political pretensions Hadden and Swann In March , Bakker was
accused of sexual misconduct with former church secretary Jessica Hahn and convicted in on federal wire and
mail fraud charges in an attempt to finance Heritage USA, selling more time-shares in the hotel than were
available to fund other building projects. He was subsequently defrocked by the Assemblies of God. His
properties were taken in bankruptcy proceedings. While Jim was in prison, the Bakkers divorced and Tammy
subsequently remarried. This scandal had major consequences for television ministries and televangelism. It
led to a reduction in financial support for all televangelists and to major changes in televangelism as a whole.
At the present time, Pat Robertson has become the preeminent televangelist by transforming his early radio
and television network into a major, publicly traded cable and satellite network known primarily for the
Family Channel, which is owned by International Family Entertainment, Inc. Televangelism Scandals of The
scandals involving Jim and Tammy Bakker, Marvin Gorman, and Jimmy Swaggart have roots in
pentecostalism, its interpretations among practitioners, and the competition brought about by the growth of
teleministries. The Bakkers and Marvin Gorman represent a more modern interpretation of charisma that
accommodates materialism, while Swaggart represents the traditional charisma that shuns modernism and
self-aggrandizement at least for the laity. According to Poloma , the beginning of the fall of the televangelism
stars in the Assemblies of God all of the above-mentioned ministers belong to the denomination came in when
it was revealed by Swaggart that Marvin Gorman had been having extramarital affairs. Swaggart then turned
his wrath on the Bakkers, whom he perceived to be his biggest rivals and who represented a threat in the form
of "modernism. Bakker was brought down when it was revealed that he had an extramarital affair with a
church secretary, Jessica Hahn although there were also financial mismanagement charges.
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When the PTL scandal destroyed fellow Assemblies of God minister Jim Bakker, Swaggart publicly denounced Bakker's
scandal (not Bakker personally) as "a cancer on the body of Christ." Shortly afterward, Swaggart faced his own sex
scandal when a private investigator, hired by a rival evangelist Marvin Gorman, documented a series of Swaggart's.

They need to be ashamed. They are false ministers. Know the Law Statutes and laws and rules govern society.
To illustrate, parents have rules that govern their household. This is family government. And civil government
regulates our communities and nation in the best interests of society. Unfortunately, overturning laws and
statutes grounded in Scriptural law is destroying our nation. The point is that laws restraining license govern
us because license results in social chaos. But modern society demands license instead of liberty. License is
freedom from rules; it is abuse of freedom. And liberty is freedom to act within the law. Concerning
Christianity, liberty is being made free from sin to serve Christ: But now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. In fact, Paul reproves
the Corinthians in his first letter in 6: Know ye not that we shall judge angels? Paul is reproving the
Corinthians for their lack of wisdom to judge small matters in the church. Saints shall judge the world! That is
why we must be diligent students of the only authoritative law â€” the Bible. The Bible is authoritative law
that governs the body of Christ. And in plain language, Paul declares the authority for judging and church
discipline: But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to
eat. For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within? But them
that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person. God judges or
disciplines them. But the sinful conduct of professing Christian brothers and sisters is within the authority and
jurisdiction of the church. Specifically, Biblical law pronounces that unrepentant sinners in the congregation
are to be disciplined by excommunication. Just as in the Old Testament, lepers were declared unclean and
must be cast outside the camp; the New Testament declares sin is spiritual leprosy and the unclean must be
cast outside the body of Christ. The unclean corrupt the body of Christ. Of course, this is contrary to the
modern church that invites the unclean into the church body without repentance to increase church
membership. And modern Christians are ignorant it is the calling of the evangelist to go out among the sinners
and call them to repentance before welcoming them into the body of Christ. Wicked persons corrupt the body
of Christ, therefore, Paul commands: So, does this apply to ministers? Of course it does! Jesus never instructed
us to turn a blind eye to false prophets â€” false preachers. Ministers who preach the Gospel but live a wicked
life are false preachers â€” false prophets! In fact, Jesus warns us in Matthew 7: Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles? Good fruit is holy and righteous living. Good fruit is not good works. Preaching and
teaching the Word, singing gospel songs, writing religious books, broadcasting religious programs, and other
good works are not evidence of a true preacher. And to make this very clear, Jesus continuesâ€¦ 21 Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. In plain language, Jesus warns that good works will not save us: We must live a
righteous and holy life. And modern preachers like Swaggart falsely preach that the Message of the Cross is
that we are under Grace without repentance: This is a lie! Listen to the Voice of the Lord: Ye shall know them
by their fruits. All these things come from within, and defile the man. Those are not taught nor sent of the holy
God, whose lives evidence that they are led by the unclean spirit. God puts the treasure into earthen vessels,
but not into such corrupt vessels:
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Gorman's affair with a member of Gorman's congregation, and also helped expose Bakker's infidelity (which was
arranged by a colleague while on an out-of-state trip). [2].

He started the engine and began backing out when he realized he had a flat tire. He pulled back in, in front of
Room 6. As he changed the tire, Debra sat on the curb and watched her John. If he was stopped, it might go
badly. As he worked, perspiring in his sweat suit and headband, she entreated him not to tell the cops
anything. Across the highway was a billboard that showed an open Bible. In large letters was a verse from the
gospel of John: Your eternity is at stake! Debra smirked, her eyes roving until they rested in the window of
Room There, in the window, was a telephoto lens draped with a black cloth. She bolted back into her room
and watched through a crack in the door as, only a moment later, a blue car pulled into the lot. He was a
hysterical germaphobe, demanding, and judgmental. He barely tried to hide his identity â€” a sweatsuit and
headband his only disguise. And so it took exceptionally little effort to photograph him and possess evidence
of what was openly known by sex workers and law enforcement alike in the parish. Gorman wanted to let
Jimmy know he had been caught. He wanted to give Jimmy the opportunity denied to so many others â€” the
opportunity to repent and make things right. More, Gorman understood that the Assemblies of God was in the
middle of an identity crisis. Whatever animosity existed within the denomination, Gorman felt, was because
transitions were difficult. Christianity had suffered worse over centuries, and would certainly survive this
decade. Patience was needed to weather the course. These men had been friends and shared many meals
together, after all. They loved one another. Swaggart apologized, repented, asked Marvin to pray with him,
and they left one another calm and confident that they could work all this out between them. Jimmy promised
he would recant, admit to the lies he had told about Gorman and use his power within the denomination to
restore the minister. The photographs were not a threat. There would be no more attacks. No, Gorman had the
photographs taken because if Swaggart did not finally tell the truth to the denomination and, ultimately, the
world about all the lies he had told about Gorman, then Gorman would move forward on exposing Swaggart.
Gorman sat on the photos. He contacted Jimmy multiple times, asking whether he had confessed to the
denomination. Gorman asked whether Jimmy had filmed an episode of his television or radio ministries
admitting the lies he had told. Was he going to do any of the things he had promised? Finally, Gorman flew to
Springfield, Missouri, and showed the executive leadership of the Assemblies what everyone in Louisiana
already knew â€” Swaggart was a liar. Guilty of the very sins he had accused Gorman of committing. Unlike
Swaggart, whose rumors and lies had no substance except for the one instance Gorman had already confessed
to , Gorman had evidence â€” photographs. When the denominational leaders refused to discipline Swaggart,
Gorman pursued justice by other means. He exposed Swaggart to the world. He sued Swaggart for defamation.
And, in the end, he vindicated himself and all of the ministers Swaggart has denounced, derailed, defamed,
and disgraced â€” Jim Bakker included. It had been such an empty victory. He had told the truth, but at what
cost? The most well known ministries in the world had collapsed on themselves. Jim Bakker, humiliated and
far outside of his realm of understanding, had been photographed in the middle of a mental breakdown
walking out of a courtroom, tears streaming down his face, mouth agape in sobs. Bakker had been found
guilty of financial mismanagement at PTL but, perhaps more importantly was seen as an example of how far
away public ministries had gotten from the commands of Jesus in scripture. Swaggart had finally confessed, to
an audience of millions, to an un-named sin and saw his ministry collapse underneath him as students left his
Bible college in a mass exodus and donors immediately stopped sending money. One month after the verdict
against him, Swaggart was found with yet another prostitute in Indio, California. But as Gorman left the
courthouse that day, he was met by several newspaper reporters beneath a large oak tree in front of the court
house on Loyola Avenue. He spoke of continuing his ministry and said he had no intention of leaving New
Orleans. He was going to serve God. The reporters turned to the question of money â€” after all, each of the
ministries scandalized that year had fallen because of money. Gorman was now being painted with the same
brush. He answered that he had no idea if he, personally, would ever receive any money from the trial. It was
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his goal, he said, to see his creditors paid. What he wanted was the satisfaction of justice, of revealing the truth
and setting things right. As anyone who has been awarded a judgment in a civil case knows, having the
judgment is one thing. In fact, he filed for bankruptcy and, exhausted, gave up pursuing the judgement in his
favor. He spent the next decade traveling to the few churches across America who would still have him and
eventually paid off creditors with his own money. His daughter, Beverly, married and became a singer with
her husband, also a pastor in New Orleans. His youngest son, Mark, became a motivational speaker. The
Gormans, so instrumental in changing the spiritual climate of New Orleans were forgotten. Twelve years after
his resignation as pastor of the First Assembly of God of New Orleans, his confession of adultery, his loss of
credentials from the Assemblies of God and ultimate bankruptcy, Marvin Gorman has returned to the basics of
his original ministerial calling. He pastored a church called the Temple of Praise, housed in the same building
on Elysian Fields Avenue where he first preached when he moved to New Orleans in He settled into a quiet
life, content to drive a Toyota Camry instead of his big Buick, and lost the desire to own a Lincoln or Cadillac.
He and Virginia lived in a more modest home, enjoyed a less lavish lifestyle from that they had before. But he
was no less charismatic, no less effective in the pulpit. On November 20, , the Times Picayune published an
extensive story on him and the chronology of events surrounding his ordeal. It turned out to be a most positive
front-page story for the Sunday Metro Section. At the Temple of Praise, Marvin preached to a congregation of
all colors and nationalities. He has also begun a special Hispanic ministry by hiring a pastor who is affluent in
Spanish to hold special services. Rising to ministry at a time of civil and racial intensity, he never stopped
working for racial understanding and acceptance. As before, Gorman extended his ministry beyond the
boundaries of The Temple of Praise. He went out into the street, seeking people in need of help, both spiritual
and otherwise. There is no talk of satellite dishes or international church politics, no private jet, no deals with
convicted criminals for millions of sequestered dollars. Marvin also points out, ironically, that when he dies,
the obituary in the paper probably will not read that a man devoted to God and the children of God died, but
that a man who fell from grace and was at the center of a religious scandal had finally passed on. Which is
exactly what happened. Marvin Gorman died on 4 January, At that time, Tammy Faye was openly and
publicly embracing homosexuals and demanding that be welcomed in Evangelical churches. Gorman,as he
had done for years at First Assembly, implicitly showed where he stood on the matter by who he associated
with. Gorman called ministers, friends, and donors to write letters on behalf of Bakker for a sentence that
better reflected his crimes. Even in the midst of the scandals, he worked tirelessly to help friends â€” even
when he knew it could further mar his own reputation. Tammy Faye and her son, Jay, both supported gays in
the Church when that debate was first starting to simmer in the Nineties. As Gorman had said decades
previously, everyone â€” especially sinners â€” were welcome in the Church. You have to let God deal with
them if [God] thinks it is a problem. What we need to do instead is share the Gospel and power of the Spirit.
Even in the midst of a very public courtroom battle, Gorman maintained that theirs was a personal
disagreement based on misinformation. In any event, Gorman refused to publicly denounce Swaggart outside
of the matters before the Court. Gorman travelled to Africa regularly to hold conferences for pastors and,
curiously, to advocate for thicker theology in support of the Pentecostal experience. In , Charisma Magazine
released an article about a revival Gorman was a part of which, at the time, some felt was evidence that his
ministry had finally been restored. There were a number of healings. After one service he began to feel
sensation returning to the fingers of his left hand, which had been almost severed in a nasty barge accident
more than 20 years ago. He also was freed from troubled dreams about the accident. I have never before in my
life witnessed people so hungry after the things of God, people coming with such a high level of expectancy.
Now 67, Gorman said he believes the move of God was the fulfillment of a promise that his latter days would
be more fruitful than his former. My real burden is for leadership. I feel that He has brought me through
enough that I can relate to any of their hurts or challenges. And the church will either fail or pass the test. They
will forgive and love mercy or will continue to hold bitterness and judgmentalism. Shortly thereafter, Gorman
was quietly reinstated as an Assemblies of God minister, the excommunication was lifted, and he was asked to
teach at their seminaries. But Gorman, apart from the revivals which seemed to bloom wherever he went, had
been no shrinking violet. Jerrell Miller of Remnant International claims that Gorman, who had already
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established a respected annual school for pastors in Nigeria, began to experience miracles all around him that
were worth noting.
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