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LandPaths is excited to be offering an "Apprentice" Program for youth between the ages of 11 and Space in
this program is limited and will not exceed six per camp session. Apprentices will be invited to one overnight
at camp. The date of the overnight is subject to numbers of apprentices per week. The cost for the apprentice
program is the same as for campers. An online application click here to find it filled out by the potential
Apprentice is required, however you register and pay now. Space in the program is first come, first served.
Provide an age-appropriate and challenging camp experience for older campers Offer older campers the
opportunity to gain leadership skills while serving as mentors to younger campers Challenge youth of this age
range to learn new and engaging outdoor skills Foster a sense of lasting community Apprentice
Responsibilities: Serve as an assistant to a lead counselor during one or more weeks of Owl Camp Lead a
nature based activity or give a presentation on something they are passionate and knowledgeable about to their
owl clan, and maybe all the other campers as time allows. Help guide the younger campers on the trail, assist
with activities, escort younger campers to the restroom, be a positive role model, help to make Owl camp a fun
and magical experience for all Each Apprentice at Owl Camp needs to: Be between the ages of Upon
registration, you will be asked to make a note if your child is interested in the Apprentice Program. They hope
that they can go again next year! Thank you so much for making this happen and the sponsorship provided has
helped so much! Please extend my gratitude to Landpaths, the landowners, the sponsor, and your staff. I am
one thrilled parent because my kids are SO stimulated when they come home, and they sleep like champs eat
like champs too! Thank you, thank you, thank you. I was so excited that our children would have such an
opportunity to subsidize their science education this summer. As our education system continues to be eroded,
we really yearn to find these types of fun opportunities to get the kids engaged in non-traditional
environmental education. It was truly the best day camp experience they ever had.
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Of course, this tactic is easier said than done. To develop an exclusion plan, you need to determine which type
of animal is preying on your birds. Often, the condition in which you find your flock is an indicator of which
predator is involved. If adult birds are missing but no other signs of disturbance exist, the predator probably is
a dog, a coyote, a fox, a bobcat, a hawk, or an owl. These predators typically are able to kill, pick up, and carry
off an adult chicken. Hawks typically take chickens during the day, whereas owls take them during the night.
If chicks are missing but no other signs of disturbance exist, the culprit may be a snake, a rat, a raccoon, or a
house cat. Such predators sometimes leave some feathers and wings scattered away from the site because they
are not able to swallow these parts. If birds are dead but not eaten and have parts still intact, a weasel may
have attacked the flock. Members of the weasel family, including mink, kill just for the fun of killing. Also,
you might notice that internal organs have been eaten. If birds are dead and not eaten but are missing their
heads, the predator may be a raccoon, a hawk, or an owl. If birds are only wounded, not dead, various
predators may be to blame. If birds show signs of bites all over, a dog may have attacked the flock. Dogs do
not have sharp enough teeth to consume animals cleanly. If the wounds are on the breasts or legs of young
birds, an opossum may be the problem. Bites on the hocks of young birds often indicate that rats have preyed
on the flock. If birds have bites and show signs that their intestines have been removed through their cloacae,
the attacker may be a member of the weasel family, or cannibalism may be occurring in the flock. If eggs are
missing, one of several predatorsâ€”including skunks, snakes, rats, opossums, raccoons, blue jays, and
crowsâ€”may be at fault. In addition to examining the condition of your flock, you may be able to identify
tracks of a predator that is a mammal. To view tracks more easily, put fine sand or talc powder around the
area, and look for tracks the following day. The images of tracks shown in the next section of this article may
help you identify a predator. Predator Behavior To understand how and why various animals attack poultry
flocks, it can be helpful to know more about their behaviors. Knowledge of predator behavior provides
background you can use as you try to identify and address predators of your flock. Dogs and Coyotes
Domestic dogs allowed to run free in a neighborhood can be a problem for poultry flocks. They often kill
simply for the fun of it. Dogs descended from the wolf and have retained some of the hunting instinct of this
predecessor. Not all dogs will attack a poultry flock. In fact, some breeds are good guard dogs for a flock.
Some breeds have a greater tendency to chase prey than others. This inclination can be heightened by the
presence of other dogs, often resulting in pack behavior. Also, if a dog has had success in the past at getting
food by attacking a poultry flock, it is more likely to repeat the behavior. Although coyotes have been seen
traveling in large groups, they usually hunt in pairs. Coyotes are primarily nocturnal active at night but often
can been seen during daylight hours. They were once diurnal active during the day but, through adaptation,
have developed more nocturnal habits to adjust to habitat pressure from humans. Bobcats The most common
wildcat in the United States, the bobcat is only about twice the size of a typical domestic cat. Like cats,
bobcats can see in low light. They prefer to hunt during the twilight hours of dawn and dusk but will attack
anytime of day. They can easily carry off a chicken or two from your flock. A bobcat may eat an entire bird in
a single feeding or carry the carcass away. Bobcats prefer woodlands but will venture into backyards in search
of prey, especially where housing encroaches on their normal habitat. House Cats Even if well-fed, domestic
cats will kill young birds. Cats are messy eaters that tend to leave parts of prey in the open areas where they
have eaten. Typically, they eat the meaty portions of a bird and leave the skin, with feathers attached. With
smaller birds, however, cats often consume the whole bird, except for the wings and scattered feathers. In
addition, cats usually leave teeth marks on every exposed bone of prey they have eaten. Foxes Foxes, red
foxes in particular, prey on poultry flocks. Foxes usually attack a bird at the throat, but some kill by multiple
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bites to the neck and back. Normally when a fox has been in the hen house, evidence includes only a few
drops of blood and feathers. The fox carries away the dead bird, often to a den. Foxes also eat eggs. They
usually open the eggs just enough to lick out the contents and leave the shells beside the nest. Most foxes live
in wooded areas or on open plains, where they dig dens in the ground. They sometimes use hollow logs for
dens. Gray foxes, the only foxes that readily climb trees, may den in hollow cavities of trees. Raccoons
Raccoons enter poultry houses and take several birds in one night. They may remove eggs from the nest and
take them away, usually within 9 meters 28 feet of the nest, to eat them. Garbage cans and dumps can be
major sources of food, attracting raccoons to urban areas. Once settled in an area, raccoons will seek other
food sources, including backyard poultry flocks. Weasels The least weasel has been referred to as the smallest
living predator. They are seldom seen and rarely trapped. They are active day and night and in winter and
summer, and they do not hibernate. When a least weasel kills, it wraps its body and limbs around its prey and
kills with a bite to the base of the skull. Consequently, they typically can get through chicken wire. Because a
weasel must eat food equal to four times its body weight each day, weasels are voracious eaters. Skunks
Skunks do not kill many adult birds. In general, when a skunk attacks a flock, it kills only one or two birds and
mauls others considerably. Also, skunks love eggs. Usually, a skunk opens an egg at one end and punches its
nose into the hole to lick out the contents. Eggs that have been eaten by a skunk may appear to have been
hatched, except that the edges of their openings are crushed. A skunk may remove eggs from a nest but rarely
carries them more than 1 meter 3 feet away. Opossums Opossums are omnivorous in that they eat birds, fish,
insects, mushrooms, fruits, vegetables, and even eggs. When an opossum raids a poultry house, it usually kills
one bird at a time, often mauling its victims. It causes eggs to be mashed and messy, often chewing the shells
into small pieces and leaving those pieces in the nest. Opossums usually begin feeding on adult poultry at the
cloacal opening. They consume young poultry completely, typically leaving behind only a few wet feathers.
Snakes Snake predation can be hard to identify because snakes eat their prey whole. For example, a snake can
eat an egg whole, so the only sign of intrusion is a missing egg. Rat snakes are known to eat eggs and young
chicks those less than a month old. The size of the hole needed to get to a flock depends on the size of snake.
Also, a snake must be able not only to enter the enclosure but also to exit after swallowing its prey. Hawks
typically take their prey during the day. They have very keen eyesight and scan for prey from elevated
perches. When a hawk spots prey, it swoops down and lands on the prey with its talons, often killing the prey
on impact. A hawk may carry off a young or bantam bird and eat it elsewhere, leaving no indication of
predation other than a missing bird. If a hawk eats a bird in place, it typically eats the breast, cleanly plucking
the feathers. Feathers with flesh clinging to their ends may indicate that a hawk did not kill the bird but instead
scavenged on a bird that died of some other cause. They need an open hunting area with several scattered
perches. The red-tailed hawk is one of three species sometimes referred to as chicken hawks, although it rarely
preys on standard-sized chickens. They may store food near their nest to eat later. Though red-shouldered
hawks usually eat rodents and other small mammals, they will eat poultry if the opportunity arises. They
sometimes are referred to as hen hawks. Owls The owl that most commonly preys on poultry flocks is the
great horned owl. Normally, barn owls and screech owls do not bother poultry flocks. Owls are more active at
night, and that is when they typically take birds. Great horned owls live in many types of habitats, from
coastlines to grasslands to mixes of woods and open fields. Great horned owls eat many kinds of animals,
including chickens, ducks, and other poultry. Actions to Prevent Predation Once you have identified which
predators are causing problems with your flock, you can take actions to thwart their attacks. Making
Improvements to Fencing and Housing Many flock owners who allow their birds to free-range protect their
flocks from ground predators by using movable fences.
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WhatsApp Common snapping turtle Chelydra serpentina is a large turtle that inhabits in fresh water. It is an
aggressive animal on land but not in water. Its jaws are very strong and shaped like a beak. Its head and neck
are very flexible and moves like a snake. The adult snapping turtles can grow as long as Female turtles are
smaller than the males. The heaviest snapping turtle had a weight of 75 pounds. Common snapping turtles
have a maximum lifespan of more than years. Snapping turtles mature at the age of 15 to 20 years. The peak
mating season of these turtles occur between June and July. The clutch size of snapping turtles ranges from 25
to 80 eggs. The eggs are hatched between 9 and 18 weeks. It is widely distributed from Canada, Rockies and
toward the east in Florida. Typically, the preferred habitat of snapping turtles is the muddy bottom of shallow
streams. However, few of these turtles also inhabit estuaries i. Snapping turtles are omnivores. They like to
feed on snakes, birds, frogs, small mammals, fish and other invertebrates. In water, snapping turtles are docile
creatures and do not attack humans at all. However if caught, they can be dangerous and can inflict injury due
to their aggressive nature. Its claws are sharp and happily they are used only for digging. This turtle is used as
food in turtle soup. The eggs of snapping turtles are eaten by raccoons, skunks, crows and foxes. Some of the
predators that prey on hatchlings of snapping turtles are black bears, great blue herons, coyotes, owls,
bullfrogs, snakes, alligator snapping turtles and hawks.
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Average Lifespan in the Wild: Gray fur with a black mask and black rings around its tail; pointy snout with a
black nose; dexterous front paws. Raccoon Geography Raccoons are natively found throughout most of North
America. Recently, raccoons have emerged in parts of Europe and Japan. Raccoon Habitat Traditionally,
raccoons prefer heavily wooded areas with access to trees, water and abundant vegetation. There, they make
their dens in the hollow parts of trees as well as abandoned burrows, traveling up to 18 miles to forage for
food. Raccoons are extremely adaptable. They are often found in suburban and urban areas, making their
homes in man-made structures like attics, sewers, barns and sheds. In urban areas, raccoons tend to stay closer
to their dens with a range of only about 1 mile, depending on their age and sex. Raccoon Diet Raccoons are
omnivores with an opportunistic diet; eating almost anything they can get their paws on. In urban areas, where
wildlife and fresh vegetation are limited, raccoons will be more likely to eat human food and invade trashcans.
The majority of their diet consists of sweet foods like fruits and invertebrates. Some favorite foods include:
Nocturnal in nature, raccoons are mostly active at nighttime. They are most active in spring, summer and fall,
and will sleep in their dens for most of the winter. Reproduction begins in late winter. Females, or sows,
usually give birth to baby kits in April or May. Mothers are very protective of their young until they separate
after about a year. Raccoons are independent after months of age. Adults live in loose knit communities of 4 5 raccoons for better protection against predators. Raccoons communicate with each other using over different
sounds and different calls. Raccoons possess amazing dexterity that gives them the ability to open doors, jars,
bottles and latches. They are also great climbers, which allows them to better access food and shelter.
Raccoons can be extremely destructive due to their curiosity, intelligence, dexterity and climbing skills. Here
are some signs to help identify a raccoon problem:
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these creatures survive in the wild, how they raise their young, and how they are related to other species.
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