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Chapter 1 : Full text of "Encyclopedia of Rape"
The Encyclopedia of Rape offers entries in an A-to-Z essay format covering the historical scope and magnitude of the
issue in the United States and globally. Written by a host of scholars from diverse fields, it provides informed
perspectives on the key dimensions of the topic, from concepts, social movements, offenders, high-profile cases.

The concept of rape suggests some degree of force in that the sexual encounter is not consensual. Rape is an
act of brutality and terror; the rapist is primarily motivated by the need to dominate and control the victim. In
the United States , the relationship of rape to race and racism lies in myths created and perpetuated by
Europeans about black sexuality that fueled racial violence for centuries. From the slavery era until the
mid-twentieth century, myths surrounding black sexuality perpetuated the notion of the hypersexual black
woman and the criminally sexual black man. Grounded in the belief that black people were inherently
primitive and sexually deviant, these myths served as justifications for various forms of racialized violence by
whites toward black men and women. Rape is also a racially significant concept because historically, white
women were viewed as chaste and in need of protection; black women were considered unchaste and
responsible for any violence directed at them. Strongly influenced by Victorian values of purity and chastity,
Europeans misinterpreted various forms of African culture, particularly African dress and body movements.
Europeans often assigned sensual meanings to common African practices that were related to the climate and
geography of the continent, such as partial nudity. These spurious conclusions gave Europeans license to act
out their sexual fantasies and frustrations through brutal and degrading interactions with black women. Her
sexual organs were displayed in a Paris museum until Thus, two very powerful forces influenced European
attitudes toward Africans and affected race relations for centuries: These two forces would form the basis of
what some feminist scholars call a rape ideology, which frames rape as an act of uncontrollable male lust and
holds women accountable for any forceful behavior directed at them. Rape ideology is strongly intertwined
with racism in that sexual violence has often been used as a tool of racial oppression. For centuries in
America, rape was largely defined and conceptualized as a sexual act perpetrated by a black man against a
white woman. In fact, any accusation against a black man by a white woman would lead to severe punishment
or death of a black man. For example, during the slave era, some black women consented to sexual relations
with white men in order to lessen the inherent brutality of slavery. As they sexually exploited black women,
slaveholders also utilized rape as a tool for increasing the slave labor force. Thus, sexual assaultâ€”in various
formsâ€”was a part of the political economy of American slavery. For example, black domestic workers, who
worked in northern cities during the Great Migration in the early twentieth century, experienced rampant
unwanted sexual advances while employed in white households. These womenâ€”who had fled the South in
search of economic opportunities and freedom from legal racismâ€”often had to make choices that
compromised their images in the black community. However, black women who consented to unwanted
sexual relationships did so because they lacked the power to refuse. These women unwittingly perpetuated the
notion of the promiscuous black woman by prioritizing survival over morality. In Ida B. Wells turned her
attention to the institutionalization of racial violence, particularly in the American South. Deeply angered by
the lynching of three black store owners in Memphis, Tennessee, Wells began to reconsider the beliefs that she
and most other southerners had about lynching. One was that black men were justifiably lynched for raping
white women. Realizing that the three store owners had not committed rape, Wells concluded that lynching
was a racist strategy to prevent black economic and political progress. She realized that in the
post-Reconstruction South, whites could no longer claim blacks as property, but they could still control blacks
by threatening violence. Using her newspaper as a platform, Wells stated unequivocally that many sexual
encounters between black men and white women were consensual and that charges of rape against black men
were often false. Although Wells was forced to flee the South because of her anti-lynching activism, she
continued her campaign in New York and eventually brought international attention to her cause. Through her
campaign she also underscored the sexual victimization of black women by white men. However, it was not
until the s that rapeâ€”as a form of patriarchal oppressionâ€”became a part of the public consciousness,
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primarily through the activism of white feminists. Although these activists reconceptualized rape as an act of
violence specifically directed at women, most ignored the complex racist underpinnings of rape in America. In
the Combahee River Collective, a black feminist group, identified rape as a black feminist issue and
championed the need for rape crisis centers in black neighborhoods. Understanding the historical vulnerability
of black women, these activists spoke out against sexual violence perpetrated by both white and black men.
Despite antirape activism that has led to more substantive legal protection for women, race-based inequities in
arrests, prosecution, and in attitudes toward rape victims are difficult to eliminate. Studies show that black
women are less likely to report rape than white women. When black women do report rape, they are less likely
to be believed than white women in similar situations. In court, jurors are more likely to believe that the
assailants of white women are guilty than they are to believe a black woman has been sexually assaulted.
Across every aspect of the criminal justice process, racial bias can play an influential role. This legacy ripped
through the very core of black America when Anita Hill accused U. Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas
of sexual harassment before a congressional committee in Sexual harassment is a form of institutionalized
rape in that it implies an element of sexual exploitation, particularly in the workplace. Referring to the
congressional hearing as a high-tech lynching, Thomas unearthed shallowly buried racial skeletons and
secured his seat on the U. However, both Hill and Thomas could be viewed as victims of a rape ideology that
simply assumes new forms from one century to another. New York University Press. Female Slaves in the
Plantation South. Rodriguez Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.
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Encyclopedia of rape User Review - Not Available - Book Verdict. Given that rape is frequently assigned as a research
topic in high school and college, it is surprising that no encyclopedia specific to it has appeared until now.

Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender: Effects of date rape drugs can include memory loss, dizziness, sleepiness,
confusion, visual disturbance, and loss of muscular control. Although alcohol and marijuana are statistically
the drugs most often associated with sexual assault, the term date rape drug is most commonly applied to GHB
gamma hydroxybutyric acid , Rohypnol flunitrazepam , and ketamine. All three drugs are odorless and all but
tasteless when added to a flavored drink and are often used without the knowledge or consent of the victim. Its
effects include relaxation, memory loss, and dizziness. GHB overdoses are fairly common and often severe;
more emergency room visits and deaths are associated with GHB than with either Rohypnol or ketamine.
Rohypnol, commonly known as "roofies," is the brand name for the drug flunitrazepam. Rohypnol also
induces muscular relaxation or loss of muscle control. Ketamine, often called "special K," comes in both
liquid and powder form and is approved for use in the United States as a veterinary tranquilizer. At higher
doses, the drug also induces hallucinations and an inability to move. The most common date rape drugs are
also known as club drugs, because of their popularity and wide availability at nightclubs and raves. Indeed,
reports of sexual assault related to GHB, Rohypnol, and ketamine are associated with the rise of the rave scene
in the early s, and the drugs are most widely used by teenagers and young adults. The euphoric effects of the
drugs make them attractive substitutes for ecstasy, the club drug of choice, and they are readily available in
nightclubs and bars. GHB is easily synthesized in home labs; the smuggling of Rohypnol into the United
States, especially from Mexico, has risen steadily; and ketamine is routinely stolen from veterinary clinics and
diverted from suppliers. The increased incidence of sexual assault related to the drugs led to the passage by the
United States Congress of the Drug-Induced Rape Prevention and Punishment Act of Kuhn, Cynthia, et al.
National Institute on Drug Abuse. Maureen Lauder Pick a style below, and copy the text for your
bibliography. Retrieved November 13, from Encyclopedia. Then, copy and paste the text into your
bibliography or works cited list. Because each style has its own formatting nuances that evolve over time and
not all information is available for every reference entry or article, Encyclopedia.

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RAPE
Chapter 3 : Encyclopedia of Rape and Sexual Violence - ABC-CLIO
Rape has been perpetrated throughout history and worldwide, and today ours has been called a rape culture, because
sexual violence, mainly against women and children, is prevalent and tolerated to some extent.

Therefore, by definition a husband could not rape his wife. Legal perspectives changed gradually; all fifty U.
No such concept exists in the law of some jurisdictions. The families that arranged the marriage guarantee her
permanent consent. Some jurisdictions have specified that people debilitated by alcohol or other drugs are
incapable of consenting to sex. Courts have also disagreed on whether consent, once given, can later be
withdrawn. The term date rape is first found in print in the book Against Our Will: But it is likely that the first
use of the term was by the prominent feminist American-British lawyer Ann Olivarius in a series of public
lectures at Yale University when she was an undergraduate to describe the strangulation and rape of a woman
by a now-prominent gerontologist in California, Dr. The perpetrator uses physical or psychological
intimidation to force a victim to have sex against their will, or when the perpetrator has sex with a victim who
is incapable of giving consent because they have been incapacitated by drugs or alcohol. One of the most
targeted groups are women between the ages of 16 to Historically, date rape has been taken less seriously than
rape by a stranger, but, since the s, it has been increasingly understood to be a serious societal problem that
constitutes the majority of rapes in some countries. It is controversial, however, with some people believing
the problem is overstated and that many date rape victims are actually willing, consenting participants, and
others believing that date rape is seriously underreported and almost all women who claim date rape were
actually raped. The Encyclopedia of Murder and Violent Crime defines date rape as rape occurring during a
prearranged social engagement. In his book Sex and Reason American jurist, legal theorist and economist
Richard Posner characterized the increased attention being given to date rape as a sign of the changing status
of women in American society, pointing out that dating itself is a feature of modern societies and that date
rape can be expected to be frequent in a society in which sexual morals vary between the permissive and the
repressive. Rape statistics The concept of date rape originated in the United States, where most of the research
on date rape has been carried out. One out of every five teens are victims of date rape. How Feminism and
Diversity Are Making a Difference Japanese feminist Masaki Matsuda argued that date rape was becoming an
increasing problem for Japanese college and high school students. They refused to disclose any information
about the sexual assault to others, especially if they have experienced date or acquaintance rape due to
self-humiliation and self-blame feelings. One act for disclosure can be provoked from the willing of
preventing other people from being raped, in other words, speaking out. Also, a concern transmitted by the
people surrounding the victim can lead into a confession of the assault, or within a situation in which alcohol
is involved and that leads to recount the experience. However, the scale of date and acquaintance rape among
the Black and Hispanic youth population is higher, [37] [38] and has its particular risk factors. They tend to
justify date rape and blame victims, particularly women victims, for the sexual assault by emphasizing the
wearing of provocative clothing or the existence of a romantic relationship. The more intimate the relationship
between both partners, the more probable that witnesses will consider the sexual assault as consensual rather
than a serious incident. The study found the rapists were extremely adept at identifying potential victims and
testing their boundaries, and that they planned their attacks and used sophisticated strategies to isolate and
groom victims, used violence instrumentally in order to terrify and coerce, and used psychological weapons
against their victims including power, manipulation, control and threats. The criminal justice system urges the
victim to describe the sexual assault in detail in order to be able to make a decision in court, ignoring the
possibility that the trial can create a hostile environment and be a disturbing moment for the victim. Research
has found that jurors are more likely to convict in stranger rape cases than in date rape cases. Often, even in
cases in which sufficient physical evidence is present to support conviction, juries have reported being
influenced by irrelevant factors related to the female victim such as whether she used birth control , engaged in
non-marital sex, was perceived by jurors as sexually dressed, or had engaged in alcohol or other drug use.
Senator Ted Kennedy , of raping her when they went for a walk on the beach after meeting in a Florida bar.
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Millions of people watched the trial on television. Also in , Katie Koestner came forward publicly about her
own experience with date rape. American ska punk band Sublime released a humorous song called Date Rape
in , the song ends with the date rapist being sent to prison and being anally raped by a fellow inmate. Date rape
received more media attention in , when former boxer Mike Tyson was convicted of rape after inviting
year-old Desiree Washington to a party and then raping her in his hotel room. The Katie Koestner Story as
part of the series, Lifestories:
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Felony rape is rape committed during the perpetration of a felony, and this crime is defined on the basis of whether the
rape was primary or secondary. When the offender does not intend to rape the victim as the primary criminal act but
another felony is the intention (e.g., robbery or breaking and entering), the rape that occurs is primary.

Rape was only indirectly mentioned by the Hague Conventions of and that required occupying armies to
respect "family honor and rights, the lives of persons, and private property" Article These inquiry reports,
often published immediately in order to discredit the other side, are the main source for historical research on
this subject. Since this documentation asserted, as in the case of the French commission set up in September ,
that: The frequent tendency in the literature to treat rape as a type of violence mainly connected with the
specific period of invasion is due to an availability bias that is corrected to some extent by research into
documents other than those produced by the commissions of inquiry. This additional documentation reveals
information about rapes committed during occupation and military withdrawal. The actual number, impossible
to estimate in the current state of research, was without a doubt considerably higher than the small number that
was officially recorded. This is because many victims were too ashamed to report that they had been raped,
and because press coverage and official discourse implied a lower number of rapes than were actually
occurring. Inquiry reports into German atrocities , newspaper articles, drawings, engravings and novels gave
unprecedented visibility to this wartime violence against women. The topic of German rape became a focus of
representations of warfare and the enemy until the end of the war. This became a key lever in anti-German
propaganda , extensively used in, for example, the Bryce Report, published in the British press in spring This
report was translated into several languages and widely circulated. In newspapers and government
propaganda, the rape of women was presented as a symbol of the cowardly, criminal aggression the
motherland had suffered, and it was used as a powerful tool for mobilising men to fight a just war of
civilisation against barbarity. Public opinion was particularly shocked by collective rapes committed in public
along with other physical violence including murder. The perpetrators appeared to be driven by a desire to
humiliate female victims first, over whose bodies they asserted their domination, representing an extension of
their control of territory. The humiliation of men was secondary and represented their inability to defend the
women who were being put on public display. However, most of the aggressive acts appear to have been
committed by single soldiers or groups of two or three, using the threat of a weapon and preferring to act with
no witnesses present. The most well researched and documented incidents of rape occurred in France and
Belgium in , but invaders committed rape in other places and times during the war. On the Eastern Front ,
Russia and the Central Powers accused each other of offences against the civilian population. Cases of rape
were reported by German refugees from East Prussia after the Russian invasion in In Galicia and Bukovina,
the Jewish population was particularly targeted by the brutality of the Cossacks , whose pillage, destruction,
murder and rape were condemned in Austro-Hungarian reports. However, civilians were treated much worse
by the scorched-earth policy of the retreating Russian troops than by the German invaders. The documentary
evidence is greater and better researched for rapes by German and Austro-Hungarian troops in Friuli and
Veneto in after the Italian defeat at Caporetto. These rapes were committed in a similar fashion to those in
France and Belgium at the start of the war. Most historians agree that the rapes committed by soldiers in the
First World War were neither planned nor encouraged by commanding officers but merely tolerated as the
undesirable but inevitable effect of a temporary slackening of military discipline. The Serbian case, however,
appears to be an exception to this general pattern. Recent studies have shown that the Bulgarian occupation of
southern Serbia from to gave rise to ethnic violence, including mass rapes encouraged by officers, with the
aim of eliminating the Serbian and Greek populations of Macedonia. Unlike the German atrocities, these
systematic aggressions committed in Serbia aroused very little reaction abroad and were not referred to in
Allied propaganda. In France, and to a lesser extent Italy , the revelation of German rapes gave rise to a
controversy around the children to be born as a result. From this figure it has been estimated that a total
number of between 1, and 5, children were born to French women raped by German soldiers during the First
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World War. The personal files of these children taken in by the AP in Paris, 80 percent of whom were born
following aggressions committed after the first quarter of , show that historiographers have too often seen rape
as a violence connected with the German invasion, and have underestimated the extent of sexual aggression
committed after the frontline had stabilised. The occupation period saw rape where the perpetrator, usually
acting alone, knew his victim, at least by sight, and did not always abscond after his crime. The requisition of
military billets and female labour in fields and factories created situations particularly likely to lead to
aggression, which often occurred after a period of days or months of non-violent acquaintance. To subdue
their victims, the soldier rapists used blows and the threat of a weapon, but the violence could also be more
emotional than physical, and would increase over time in some instances. Although these occupation-period
rapes are beginning to be better understood, other aspects of the subject remain understudied. Research into
the Eastern Front is largely lacking. Similarly, little work has been done on the aggressions committed by the
winning side, for example, after the autumn of , the rape of German women was increasingly alluded to in the
correspondence of French soldiers who were about to occupy the Rhineland. Despite a few cases recorded by
historians, particularly of sexual aggression by British soldiers in France, rape within populations not at war is
also a subject that is poorly researched. Although explicitly added to the number of war crimes at the Peace
Conference that opened in Paris in January , rape quickly disappeared from the talks. It was not until ,
following the Second World War, when sexual violence had occurred on a far greater scale than in the First
World War, that rape was specifically prohibited by the laws of war.
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Encyclopedia of Rape has 5 ratings and 1 review. Olama said: When approaching a sensitive subject as this one, an
encyclopedia is the most objective thin.

Unwanted pregnancy see Pregnancy from rape [55] Emotional and psychological Frequently, victims may not
recognize what happened to them was rape. Some may remain in denial for years afterwards. Victims may
react in ways they did not anticipate. These are common survival responses of all mammals. An assumption is
that someone being raped would call for help or struggle. A struggle would result in torn clothes or injuries.
They may consolidate with time and sleep. A woman or girl may orgasm during a sexual assault. This may
become a source of shame and confusion for those assaulted along with those who were around them.
Immediately following a rape, the survivor may react outwardly in a wide range of ways, from expressive to
closed down; common emotions include distress, anxiety, shame, revulsion, helplessness, and guilt. This is
called vicarious traumatization. This significantly reduces the likelihood of pregnancy and disease
transmission , both to the victim and to the rapist. Rationales for condom use include: Concern for the victim
is generally not considered a factor. Those who have been raped have relatively more reproductive tract
infections than those not been raped. Acquiring AIDS through rape puts people risk of suffering psychological
problems. Acquiring HIV through rape may lead to the in behaviors that create risk of injecting drugs. This
leads to the rape of girls and women. Women who have been raped are sometimes deemed to have behaved
improperly. Usually, these are cultures where there is a significant social divide between the freedoms and
status afforded to men and women. Finally, rape victims are blamed more when they are raped by an
acquaintance or a date rather than by a stranger e. The underlying message of this research seems to be that
when certain stereotypical elements of rape are in place, rape victims are prone to being blamed. These include
the idea that power is reserved to men whereas women are meant for sex and objectified, that women want
forced sex and to be pushed around, [83] and that male sexual impulses and behaviors are uncontrollable and
must be satisfied. Many rape victims blame themselves. Female jurors might look at the woman on the witness
stand and believe she had done something to entice the defendant. This can be perpetrated by the rapist,
friends, or relatives of the rapist. The intent can be to prevent the victim from reporting the rape. Other reasons
for threats against the those assaulted is to punish them for reporting it, or of forcing them to withdraw the
complaint. The relatives of the person who has been raped may wish to prevent "bringing shame" to the family
and may also threaten them. This is especially the case in cultures where female virginity is highly valued and
considered mandatory before marriage; in extreme cases, rape victims are killed in honor killings. Victims are
to be informed of this immediately by law enforcement or medical service providers. They are able to conduct
a focused medical-legal exam. If such a trained clinician is not available, the emergency department has a
sexual assault protocol that has been established for treatment and the collection of evidence. Emphasis is
placed on performing the examinations at a pace that is appropriate for the person, their family, their age, and
their level of understanding. This general assessment will prioritize the treatment of injuries by the emergency
room staff. Medical personnel involved are trained to assess and treat those assaulted or follow protocols
established to ensure privacy and best treatment practices. Informed consent is always required prior to
treatment unless the person who was assaulted is unconscious, intoxicated or does not have the mental
capacity to give consent. In more violent cases, the victim may need to have gunshot wounds or stab wounds
treated. The presence of infection is determined by sampling of body fluids from the mouth, throat, vagina,
perineum , and anus. Rape investigation Victims have the right to refuse any evidence collection. After the
physical injuries are addressed and treatment has begun, then forensic examination proceeds along with the
gathering of evidence that can be used to identify and document the injuries. Photographs of the injuries may
be requested by staff. The patient is discouraged from bathing or showering for the purpose of obtaining
samples from their hair. Once the injuries of the patient have been treated and she or he is stabilized, the
sample gathering will begin. Dried semen that is on clothing and skin can be detected with a fluorescent lamp.
These specimens are marked, placed in a paper bag, [98] and be marked for later analysis for the presence of
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seminal vesicle-specific antigen. The procedures have been standardized. Evidence is collected, signed, and
locked in a secure place to guarantee that legal evidence procedures are maintained. This is known as the chain
of evidence and is a legal term that describes a carefully monitored procedure of evidence collection and
preservation. Maintaining the Chain of evidence from the medical examination, testing and tissue sampling
from its origin of collection to court allows the results of the sampling to be admitted as evidence. Follow up
examinations also assess the patient for tension headaches , fatigue , sleep pattern disturbances,
gastrointestinal irritability, chronic pelvic pain, menstrual pain or irregularity, pelvic inflammatory disease,
multiple yeast infections, sexual dysfunction, premenstrual distress, fibromyalgia, vaginal discharge, vaginal
itching, burning during urination, and generalized vaginal pain. An internal exam may be recommended if
significant bloody discharge is observed, though. An oral exam is done if there have been injuries to the
mouth, teeth, gums or pharynx. Though the patient may have no complaints about genital pain signs of trauma
can still be assessed. Prior to the complete bodily and genital exam, the patient is asked to undress, standing on
a white sheet that collects any debris that may be in the clothing. The clothing and sheet are properly bagged
and labeled along with other samples that can be removed from the body or clothing of the patient. Samples of
fibers , mud, hair, leaves are gathered if present. Sometimes the victim has scratched the perpetrator in defense
and fingernail scrapings can be collected. If a foreign object was used during the assault, x-ray visualization
will identify retained fragments. Internal injuries to the cervix and vagina can be visualized using colposcopy.
Using colposcopy has increased the detection of internal trauma from six percent to fifty-three percent. Genital
injuries to children who have been raped or sexually assaulted differ in that the abuse may be on-going or it
happened in the past after the injuries heal. Scarring is one sign of the sexual abuse of children. Many studies
found a difference in rape-related injury based on race, with more injuries being reported for white females
and males than for black females and males. This may be because the dark skin color of some victims
obscures bruising. Examiners paying attention to victims with darker skin, especially the thighs, labia majora,
posterior fourchette, and fossa navicularis, can help remedy this. Chlamydial and gonococcal infections in
women are of particular concern due to the possibility of ascending infection. Immunization against hepatitis
B is often considered. Serum hepatitis B surface antigen assay Microscopic evaluation of vaginal discharge
saline wash and staining Cultures for Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Chlamydia trachomatis from each penetrated
location.
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Encyclopedia Of Rape Rape has been perpetrated throughout history and worldwide, and today ours has been called a
rape culture, because sexual violence, mainly against women and children, is prevalent and tolerated to some extent.

See Article History Rape, act of sexual intercourse with an individual without his or her consent, through force
or the threat of force. In many jurisdictions, the crime of rape has been subsumed under that of sexual assault,
which also encompasses acts that fall short of intercourse. Rape was long considered to be caused by
unbridled sexual desire, but it is now understood as a pathological assertion of power over a victim. Scope,
effects, and motivations The legal definition of rape has changed substantially since the late 20th century. The
traditional definition was narrow with respect to both gender and age; rape was an act of sexual intercourse by
a man with a woman against her will. As rape is now understood, a rapist or a victim may be an adult of either
gender or a child. Although rape can occur in same-sex intercourse, it is most often committed by a male
against a female. There is also an increasing tendency to treat as rape an act of sexual intercourse by a husband
with his wife against her will and to consider forced prostitution and sexual slavery as forms of rape. Rape is
often explained or excused as a manifestation of racial, ethnic, and class hatred or as stemming from a
patriarchal system in which women are viewed as the property of men. Whatever its origins, rape is a serious
crime and is treated as a felony in most countries with common-law systems. In many rape trials, the guilt or
innocence of the accused hinges on whether or not the victim consented to sexual intercourse. The
determination of consent often can lead to distressing cross-examinations of rape victims in court. As a result,
many rape victims choose not to report the crime to police or refuse to press charges against their assailants.
According to a study conducted in the United States in the s, for example, fewer than one-third of rapes in the
country are reported to police, and about half of all rape victims do not discuss the incident with anyone. Even
when brought to trial, those charged with rape have a higher-than-average rate of acquittal, mainly because it
is difficult to prove a crime for which there are usually no third-party witnesses and because the testimony of
women often may be given less credence than that of men. Rape is thus both underreported and
underprosecuted. The psychological motivations of rapists are more complex than was formerly thought. They
may include the desire to punish, to gain revenge, to cause pain, to prove sexual prowess, and to control
through fear. The psychological reactions of victims of rape also vary but usually include feelings of shame,
humiliation, confusion, fear, and rage. Victims often report a feeling of perpetual defilement, an inability to
feel clean, an overwhelming sense of vulnerability, and a paralyzing feeling of lack of control over their lives.
Many are haunted by fear of the place in which the crime occurred, or of being followed, or of all sexual
relationships. Others experience long-term disruption of sleep or eating patterns or an inability to function at
work. The duration of the psychological trauma varies from individual to individual; many feel the effects for
years, even with considerable supportive therapy. Statutory rape The age at which an individual may give
effective consent to sexual intercourse is commonly set in most countries at between 14 and 18 years though it
is as low as 12 years in some countries. Sexual intercourse with a person below the age of consent is termed
statutory rape, and consent is no longer relevant. The term statutory rape specifically refers to the legal
proscription against having sexual intercourse with a child or any other person presumed to lack
comprehension of the physical and other consequences of the act. The term statutory rape may also refer to
any kind of sexual assault committed against a person above the age of consent by an individual in a position
of authority e. Statutory rape often leaves the victim with long-term psychological and physical damage,
including sexually transmitted diseases and the inability to bear children. For example, statutory rape was
particularly prevalent in South Africa in the period following the abolition of apartheid , when it was estimated
that some two-fifths of South African rape victims were under age According to Interpol , in the early 21st
century there were more rapes per capita in South Africa than in any other country. A study conducted by the
Medical Research Council in South Africa showed that more than a quarter of South African men said they
had committed rape. Nearly three-quarters of those men committed their first rape before reaching age 20, and
nearly half of them were repeat offenders. Many of the participants expressed no remorse for the assaults.
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Rape as a weapon of war The rape of women by soldiers during wartime has occurred throughout history.
Indeed, rape was long considered an unfortunate but inevitable accompaniment of warâ€”the result of the
prolonged sexual deprivation of troops and insufficient military discipline. Its use as a weapon of war was
gruesomely demonstrated during World War II , when both Allied and Axis armies committed rape as a means
of terrorizing enemy civilian populations and demoralizing enemy troops. Two of the worst examples were the
sexual enslavement of women in territories conquered by the Japanese army and the mass rape committed
against German women by advancing Russian soldiers. In the second half of the 20th century, cases of rape
were documented in more than 20 military and paramilitary conflicts. In the s, rape was used as an instrument
of ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia and as a means of genocide in Rwanda. In the former case,
women belonging to subjugated ethnic groups were intentionally impregnated through rape by enemy soldiers;
in the latter case, women belonging to the Tutsi ethnic group were systematically raped by HIV-infected men
recruited and organized by the Hutu -led government. In the late 20th century, in part because of the
prevalence of rape in the Balkan and Rwandan conflicts, the international community began to recognize rape
as a weapon and strategy of war, and efforts were made to prosecute such acts under existing international
law. The jurisdiction of the international tribunals established to prosecute crimes committed in the conflicts in
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda both included rape, making these tribunals among the first international
bodies to prosecute sexual violence as a war crime. Instruction in forensic techniques and construction of
courthouses, legal clinics, and prisons subsequently yielded a substantial increase in arrests, prosecutions, and
convictions in Congo. The crisis and its victimsâ€”by then more than a quarter of a million women and girls,
by some estimatesâ€”were documented in the film The Greatest Silence by filmmaker Lisa Jackson. In UN
officials and several human rights and aid organizations, including Human Rights Watch and Oxfam , reported
a large number of rapes of males in eastern Congo. The attacks, estimated in the hundreds, were believed to be
in retaliation for joint military operations between Congo and its former rival Rwanda.
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