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CNET helps you sort the wheat from the chaff. Wi-Fi delivers the same basic convenience as Bluetooth: It
also works great for multiroom audio, allowing playback from multiple speakers all over the house, all
controlled by a single phone app. Now the question becomes which Wi-Fi speaker, product or ecosystem is
right for you. Sonos, Amazon, Chromecast and everything in between When many people think about wireless
home audio, the first name that comes to mind is Sonos. With its easy-to-use speakers and reliable ecosystem,
Sonos has long been the king of the Wi-Fi audio hill. And it continues to go from strength to strength with
recent releases such as the Sonos One and the Playbase. If there were ever a threat to every other company that
produces a multiroom system, this is it. There are also plenty of other viable Wi-Fi audio options from more
traditional audio names. While DTS Play-Fi offers great support from vendors including Klipsch, Onkyo and
Polk, the overall experience is still not as enjoyable as that offered by other competitors. The new system
offers some compatibility with existing devices and can send music to multiple speakers without the use of
third-party software. If you want to play a song in "house party mode" for example, where it blasts from
multiple speakers throughout the house simultaneously, all of those speakers have to share the same
ecosystem. For Sonos and other proprietary systems, all of those speakers will have to be Sonos or connected
to a Sonos device. For Chromecast, all of the speakers regardless of brand, will need to be
Chromecast-compatible. For the cost of entry and ease-of-use Chromecast built-in is our current favorite
Wi-Fi music system. The company is moving away from the megalithic single app in favor of supporting
third-party services Spotify Connect, Apple AirPlay 2. Like Sonos but only a little bit worse. Lots of app
support and handy shortcut buttons. But how long can Samsung hold out against its ally Google? A fun app, a
relatively mature ecosystem and a number of different-priced options. A limited number of products at a
premium price makes the appeal limited even though the app has improved. It offers lots of streaming
services, though. In terms of reach, none of them stand above these eight. Before you take the leap, however,
keep a few key points in mind: If you have "legacy" equipment you may find your speaker can still be
controlled via an inexpensive Amazon Echo Dot or Google Home Mini. Make sure your favorite music and
audio apps are supported. Most products support Pandora and Spotify, but double-check first to be sure. Make
sure your choice works with your phone s or tablet s. Nearly all of these products are compatible with Android
and iOS, but at differing levels. Look at multiroom expansion options. Better performance and features may
be only a firmware update away. For better or worse, all modern-connected devices are now works in
progress. The better companies are always tweaking and updating their products, delivering anything from
small usability enhancements to game-changing new features. For instance, a software update to all Sonos
products added Spotify Connect -- some of which almost predate Spotify itself. And Google made good on its
promise to add multiroom support to its Chromecast Audio product months after it debuted, making an already
great product even better. In other words, a product that is hard to use today could be our most recommended
tomorrow with the right software. The best Wi-Fi audio products right now With those recommendations,
caveats and suggestions firmly in place, here are the best Wi-Fi audio products we can recommend right now.
Chromecast Audio Now playing: The Chromecast Audio includes multiroom music capabilities, compatibility
with Spotify and hi-res audio support across the board. Read the review of the Google Chromecast Audio. Pair
it with another Sonos One and you have a flexible, high-quality stereo system for the same price as the Google
Home Max. Read the review of the Sonos One. Combine it with other Chromecast built-in devices such as the
Chromecast Audio for an excellent budget multiroom system. Read the review of the Polk MagniFi Mini.
Read the review of the JBL Link On the audio side, things have gotten better too. Read the review of the
Amazon Echo. Read the review of the Amazon Echo Dot. Unlike Sonos, Bose includes dedicated remotes
with assignable shortcut buttons. Read the review of the Bose SoundTouch Sure it costs more than the
Yamaha below, but if you factor in the dirt-cheap price of Chromecast audio, it can serve as the powerful heart
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of a whole-home system that still costs a lot less than Sonos. Add more Yamaha MusicCast products if you
want to extend the streaming to more rooms in the house. Originally published on December 28, Most recent
update, July 9,
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Compact, wall-mountable enclosure for unlimited applications Perfect for home theater rears or stand-alone
stereo use 1" AMT tweeter for smooth, accurate treble reproduction Dense, stable wood-composite cabinet
ensures sonic warmth Coming in this list as the oldest, and the cheapest of all listings, the B skimps on a few
essentials but delivers a quality audio experience, which is enhanced when you get the C centre speaker as
well. Experience The first thing that strikes you about the B is the size. It is incredibly lightweight and small
sized for a bookshelf speaker. They come with rather indistinguishable grilles on the front, which can easily be
removed in order to have a more aesthetic look. As far as audio quality is concerned, it does the job well with
a few caveats. The audio response is great for the price, especially due to high end AMT tweeters being used
in their design. This gives you a response which changes for even the most subtle changes in tone, and you
hear crisp, succinct tones. The lack of a crossover is evident from the sound, with only a capacitor and resistor
in its place. The 4 ohm impedance is compatible with most audio setups out there, so it can just as easily be
used as a secondary speaker. The best way to get high volume out of the B AIR is to have a complete setup
with subwoofers and amplifiers which can get the most out of this speaker. For most kinds of music, TV
viewing and movies, the speaker does the job perfectly well. Verdict If budget is a constraint, the B does the
best it can from within its physical limits. The lack of a crossover prohibits it from being used as a
reference-level device, but for daily use, it does the job incredibly well. Be it jazz, rock, metal or Symphony
No. Pros Wonderful audio quality for the price Lightweight and small, ergonomically pleasant Easily driven
by most amplifiers Cons Lack of a real crossover is evident in the output at times Bookshelf Speakers FAQ
Having finished up with reviewing, we now turn our attention to the most important considerations while
purchasing bookshelf speakers. Which specifications do I need to consider for bookshelf speakers? The major
factors that you need to take care of are the frequency [in Hertz], the power [in Watts] and the drivers. The
higher the Hertz, the lesser is the frequency of the bass you will hear. The heaviness of the bass depends
inversely on the Hertz value. Coming to the watts, the higher the power delivered, the greater is the audio
output. This becomes important when you have to connect your speaker to an amplifier. The drivers are
equally important, however, they are not quantified. The kind of drivers present in the speaker affect the audio
quality. Woofers and tweeters are the most important ones, but a third mid-level driver will give you clean,
clear cut audio across the audio spectrum. Which accessories do I need to purchase? Mostly only a shelf or a
designated space to keep the speaker on. Wall mounts are also a great option. Are bookshelf speakers and
powered monitors the same thing? Powered monitors have amplification built into the right channel speaker,
while bookshelf speakers require the use of an external AVR [AV Receiver]. You looked at some of the best
offerings on the market on the cheap, as well as a few turntables which offer the best bang for the buck. You
also got to know the factors you have to keep in mind before going ahead and buying the audio setup of your
choice. We sincerely hope you find the equipment you need, and that our guide pointed you in the right
direction.
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Get this from a library! The complete speakers sourcebook: 8, illustrations and quotations for every occasion. [Eleanor L
Doan;] -- The speaker's sourcebook of 4, illustrations, quotations, sayings, anecdotes, poems, attention getters,
sentence sermons.
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Chapter 6 : Eleanor Lloyd Doan (Author of The Complete Speakers Sourcebook)
These speakers offer a "party mode" to make it dead simple to pair speakers for powerful playback. Here's our top picks.
Part of newer Bluetooth standards, "Party mode" allows a sound source like your phone to send its wireless audio signal
to multiple receivers at once.
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