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Danielle stopped reading at the part where Aziza proposes that she write a number riddle. The princess tells
her father that she would prefer to marry the person clever enough to answer her riddle. You can use scratch
paper to jot down your thoughts. Then, whisper your ideas about the answer to a partner. Placed above, it
makes greater things small. Placed beside, it makes small things greater. In matters that count, it always comes
first. Where others increase, it keeps all things the same. Danielle first gave students time to think and take
notes. Then, as the students shared their ideas with their partners, she circulated, listening to their guesses.
Some thought the answer was one; a few thought that it was zero; many were completely stumped. She
stopped at this point and addressed the class. When Ahmed, the farmer in the story, guessed that the answer to
the riddle was the number one, Danielle again checked with the students to see if it worked with all the clues,
and it did. Danielle was taken aback. And it works for any number you multiply it by. Amanda nodded and
continued with her argument. Amanda walked up to the board and wrote: And when you count, zero comes
before one on the number line! Getting students to argue passionately about their ideas in math class is often
difficult to achieve. When the short debate was over, Danielle acknowledged that there could be more than one
correct answer to the riddle. Then she finished reading the story, including a section at the back of the book
where the author explains how the number one works for each clue. First you have to think of a number to
write about. Then you have to write some clues. I want you to practice by brainstorming some possible clues
for the numberten. She then called the class together and wrote some of the clues the students came up with on
the board: Count your fingers on both of your hands. If you cut me in half and multiply me by 7, you get The
age of a fourth grader. Then Danielle gave feedback on the clues. Some students revealed some very
sophisticated thinking about one-half, while others exposed misconceptions. Here are some other clues that
students wrote and shared: I am half of 7, subtract 3. Soon, the class began to hum with conversations as
students shared their ideas with one another. As Danielle circulated, she encouraged students to think of subtle
rather than obvious clues. After about thirty minutes, she pulled the class back together.
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Daily Routines Japanese I, grade 5: This lesson focuses on the daily routines of individuals in Japan and the U.
Margaret Dyer uses a variety of activities including TPR, modeling, paired practice, and student-led charades
to introduce and review new vocabulary and concepts. Go to this unit. Fruits of the Americas Spanish I, grade
4: Teacher Carina Rodriguez combines visual media and multisensory activities in a vocabulary-building
lesson about familiar and new fruit. Students learn what country the fruit comes from, try to identify the fruit
solely through touch, and taste the fruit to categorize it as sweet or sour. Communicating About Sports
Chinese I, grade 6: They practice writing Chinese characters for an ongoing activity â€” a letter they are
composing and sending to Chinese students. At the end of the lesson, the students create skits to perform for
their classmates. After preparing her students for new vocabulary, Paris Granville retells a Cajun folktale
while students act out the story. Students then create a story map to delve into the different story elements.
Granville introduces zydeco music and the instruments typically used to create it, such as the washboard,
accordion, and spoons. Touring a French City French I, grade 8: During the lesson, students take turns
role-playing tourists asking for directions and tourist bureau agents giving directions and describing the
buildings and the city. Hearing Authentic Voices Spanish I, grade 8: Later, two native Mexican students visit
the class and answer questions about how they spend their free time in Mexico. Comparing the Weather
Arabic Grade 6: Fawzy shows slides of the weather in Chicago and Egypt and asks students about the weather
in each place and then has them develop questions of their own. Food Facts and Stories Spanish I, grade 8: In
a small-group activity, students picks a card and asks classmates whether they like doing the activity pictured.
Students then poll one another about their free-time activities. They also discuss a Canadian community that
they had read about and plan what they would do if they were to visit. Through individual and group-centered
activities, students learn to express conditional statements about personal preferences. Michel Pasquier focuses
his class on interpreting and adapting film, literature, and music, using the classic tale Beauty and the Beast.
The students work in groups to find moral meaning in the Jean Cocteau classic film and compare the film to
the original story and a French rap song. This lesson focuses on advanced conversation proficiency with
connections to social, political, and pop culture. Sports in Action German I, grades 9 - Denise Tanner guides
her students through graduated activities including a TPR vocabulary review of the body, a grammar segment
teaching the German structure gefallen, and a discussion of the German medals won at the Winter Olympics.
As a culminating activity, students act out a TPR story in front of the class. The class learns new vocabulary
words, then practices them during a line dance and a card game. For homework, the students compose letters
describing their homes, which they will email to students in Italy. Students pair off, assuming the roles of
telemarketers and prospective customers. Japanese II, grades 10 - As part of a larger unit on the geography
and culture of Japan, students learn the major regions and cities and discuss popular tourist destinations. As a
culminating project, students create a travel brochure and begin planning a promotional video to attract
visitors to Japan. Then the whole class works in pairs to create their own versions of illuminated Latin
manuscripts. Russian IV students are paired with small groups of Russian I students to read a story, gather
information, and write their own folktales. Each group shares their tale while the remaining students use their
interpretive skills to write down specific information. In a separate activity, Russian IV students debate the
role of the leader in Russian history after reading an article about Vladimir Putin. Routes to Culture Spanish II,
grades 9 - This culturally rich lesson falls in the middle of a thematic unit about the African presence in Latin
America. Then they work in small groups to incorporate these cultural aspects into skits to be performed by
their classmates. In this lesson, students use their interpretive abilities to learn about culture and history
through art. In a lesson rich with music and visuals, students learn vocabulary to describe the rooms and
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exterior features of modern and traditional houses in Arab countries. In this lesson, Fran Pettigrew gives her
students a letter from a teacher in Chile who plans to bring students to visit the United States. Working with
authentic tourist brochures in Spanish and their previous research, student groups plan itineraries for their
Chilean counterparts. They prepare to send a follow-up letter to the Chilean teacher sharing their suggestions.
Barbara Pope Bennett guides students as they recount the details and discuss their interpretations of the story
and its moral message. Students act out segments of the story and then collaborate in groups to come up with
alternate endings. Politics of Art Spanish V, grade During the debate, students assume the role of Latin
American artists whose work they had researched and weigh the pros and cons of boycotting an invitation to
exhibit their work in Spain. After the debate, the class votes on whether or not to accept the Spanish invitation.
Students converse about what they will be doing in the future, in pairs and expanding to a group of four. Belal
Joundeya presents a scenario in which two celebrities negotiate their busy schedules to agree on a dinner date,
and then he role plays a similar situation with a student volunteer.
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It takes a special kind of patience to teach middle school, and particularly seventh grade. For example, reading
four short stories that take place during the Civil War to prepare them for studying the Civil War in eigth
grade or, read five science articles to prepare them to work with current events in science class. Get more ideas
for teaching 7th grade from Lessons from the Middle. I teach social studies, so some maps and a quick review
of topics they should have been exposed to. In addition to BINGO I made a classroom scavenger hunt students
completed in groupsâ€¦Making time for procedures in between is, of course, critical for the year as well.
Identify your students who have a fixed mindset, those who see having to try as a threat to their intelligence,
and build a culture that fosters a growth mindset. Why would she take that risk? I let my students sit on the
floor or lay under their desks to write and read if they feel the need. Have a procedure for everything. Let
Students Write the Book Lessons from the Middle uses Picaboo Yearbooks to turn student writing, in this
case, memoirs and student artwork, into bound books that students can take home. Make Writing Explicit
Teach seventh grade students how to write clearly by assigning them to write a simple essayâ€”how to make a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich. Then, try to follow each set of directions. Get more ideas for teaching 7th
grade from Dayle Timmons. Each stage has its own deadline. I simply found quality resources, printed and
organized them into a bundle and gave them to students. Share Stories Fiction helps seventh graders develop
their empathy and expands their worldview. Check out Because of Mr. Make sure you communicate well with
parents, and get them involved! Students are able to adjust the Lexile to the appropriate or close level. Their
box gets highlighted when they miss one assignment, two is a lunch detention, three an after school ETC.
They must turn in a missed assignment form of they miss something so I know who is missing what. Keeps a
lot of the responsibility off of me. Then, when they complete the late or missing assignment, they staple the
missing form to their now completed work. Check out our Pinterest board to start planning. Try Flipping your
Class Try teaching a flipped class with Flipgrid. You can use the classroom time for working with students.
Give them assessment options such as tic-tac-toe boards so they can choose. Use Pattern Folders A folder with
pockets and notecards is an innovative way to get students to track their thinking through an entire text.
Students write their observations, evidence, and conclusions on notecards and use the pattern folders to
organize their thoughts across an entire novel or book. I made the mistake my first two years of trying to
emulate a teacher who screams all the timeâ€¦what ended up working for me was a more positive tone and
having a concrete system of behavior grades that students could see and check. Experiment and try everything
until you hone in on what works for you. Use IFakeText to have students create conversations between
historical figures or characters in literature. Get more ideas for teaching 7th grade from Surviving in Social
Studies. Help them ask authentic questions, complete useful prewriting, narrow their purpose, and share their
work with these tips from the Middle School Teacher to Literacy Coach blog. If everything you say is
consistently harsh, punitive, or nasty, humans of all ages are far less likely to listen. Blogger 7th Grade
English uses curveball questions like: What day is it? Make Vocabulary Instruction Interactive Seventh
graders want to get up and move around, so take the opportunity to get them focused on vocabulary. This
teacher from Wilmette Junior High School get students up and moving around to practice analogies. Students
put a sticker with a word that completes an analogy on their backs, then they walk around the room trying to
find the words that complete each analogy. Combat that by stapling redo slips to work that is a far cry from
A-material. Students have to rethink their work, fix it, and return. Get Flexible with Annotation Annotation is
a difficult skill, but 7th graders need to master and internalize it. Have them use plastic covers to practice
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annotation in different kinds of booksâ€”the classics, textbooks, and even magazines. Host a Socratic Seminar
Socratic seminar is a way for students to both engage in and reflect on deep discussion. Use the Article of the
Week The article of the week from Kelly Gallagher is a great way to bring nonfiction into your classroom.
Use the articles to expose kids to new ideas, current events, and spark discussion. Get Boys Reading Check
out these books for middle school boys to get ideas on what you need to read to share book recommendations
with the boys in your class. Expand their Reach Seventh graders love to read through a genre. Read all the
ways using power tools empowers students and teaches content here. Be Ready to Remediate We love this
idea for immediate differentiation. Teach students how to ask questions and watch them figure out how to find
answers. Do mini labs that last 15 minutes and longer labs that last class periods or multi-day project. Get
Practical Make math applicable for seventh grade students by bringing in lessons like scaling up candy
wrappers and using Barbie to teach proportional reasoning. Visualize Tone Seventh graders still like to
express themselves, teach them tone by having them pull out words from literature that convey tone and add
an image to a poem or section of narrative text. See this and more ideas here.
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