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Chapter 1 : Casebook: Jack the Ripper - Introduction to the Case
Casebook on agency. [E R Hardy Ivamy] -- The purpose of this new edition is the same as that of the previous ones,
namely, to set out in a convenient form the leading and important cases relating to the law of Agency.

Barbee This is a brief review of the Jack the Ripper murders that occurred in London more than a hundred
years ago. Much of the original evidence gathered at the time has been lost, and many "facts" are actually
opinions by the various writers who have written about the case during the past century. Many aspects of the
case are therefore contested, and so what follows is a summation of the case in general. There are many books
available to the student of crime who wishes to grapple with the many mysteries associated with the case. The
name originates from a letter written by someone who claimed to be the killer published at the time of the
murders. The killings took place within a mile area and involved the districts of Whitechapel, Spitalfields,
Aldgate, and the City of London proper. He was also called the Whitechapel Murderer and "Leather Apron.
He was not the first serial killer, but he was probably the first to appear in a large metropolis at a time when
the general populace had become literate and the press was a force for social change. The Ripper also
appeared when there were tremendous political turmoil and both the liberals and social reformers, as well as
the Irish Home rule partisans tried to use the crimes for their own ends. Every day the activities of the Ripper
were chronicled in the newspapers as were the results of the inquiries and the actions taken by the police. Even
the feelings of the people living in the East End, and the editorials that attacked the various establishments of
Society appeared each day for both the people of London and the whole world to read. It was the press
coverage that made this series of murders a "new thing", something that the world had never known before.
The press was also partly responsible for creating many myths surrounding the Ripper and ended up turning a
sad killer of women into a "bogey man", who has now become one of the most romantic figures in history.
The rest of the responsibility lies with the Ripper. He may have been a sexual serial killer of a type all too
common in the s, but he was also bent on terrifying a city and making the whole world take notice of him by
leaving his horribly mutilated victims in plain sight. Lastly, the Ripper was never caught and it is the mysteries
surrounding this killer that both add to the romance of the story and creating an intellectual puzzle that people
still want to solve. The Victims It is unclear just how many women the Ripper killed. It is generally accepted
that he killed five, though some have written that he murdered only four while others say seven or more. The
public, press, and even many junior police officers believed that the Ripper was responsible for nine slayings.
The five that are generally accepted as the work of the Ripper are: Annie Chapman, murdered Saturday,
September 8, Elizabeth Stride, murdered Sunday, September 30, Catharine Eddowes, also murdered that
same date. Besides these five there are good reasons to believe that the first victim was really Martha Tabram
who was murdered Tuesday, August 7, , and there are important considerations for questioning whether Stride
was a Ripper victim. As to the actual number of women that the Ripper killed, Philip Sugden wrote in his
excellent book, The Complete History of Jack the Ripper, "There is no simple answer. All but Tabram and
Kelly were killed outdoors and there is no evidence to suggest that any of them knew each other. They varied
in both age and appearance. Most were drunk or thought to be drunk at the time they were killed. The
Whitechapel murderer and his victim stood facing each other. The Ripper seized the women by their throats
and strangled them until they were unconscious if not dead. The autopsies constantly revealed clear
indications that the victims had been strangled. In the past some writers believed that the Ripper struck from
behind when the victims were bent forward, their skirts hiked up their backsides while waiting to engage in
anal sex. The Ripper then lowered his victims to the ground, their heads to his left. This has been proven by
the position of the bodies in relation to walls and fences that show that there was virtually no room for the
murderer to attack the body from the left side. No bruising on the back of the heads shows that he lowered the
bodies to the ground rather than throwing or letting them fall. Given the inclement weather and filth in the
streets it is unacceptable that the prostitutes or their client would have attempted intercourse on the ground. He
cut the throats when the women were on the ground. Splatter stains show that the blood pooled beside or under
the neck and head of the victim rather than the front which is where the blood would flow if they had been
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standing up. In one case blood was found on the fence some 14 inches or so from the ground and opposite the
neck wound and this shows that the blood spurted from the body while in the prone position on the ground.
This method also prevented the killer from being unduly blood stained. If the victim was already dead before
their throats were cut, then the blood spilt would have not been very much. With the heart no longer beating
the blood would not have been "pressurized," so only the blood in the immediate area of the wound would
have evacuated gently from the cuts. In several cases the legs had been pushed up which would have shortened
the distance between the abdomen and the feet. No sign of intercourse was ever detected nor did the Ripper
masturbate over the bodies. The taking of a "trophy" is a common practice by modern sexual serial killers. In
the opinion of most of the surgeons who examined the bodies, most believed that the killer had to have some
degree of anatomical knowledge to do what he did. In one case he removed a kidney from the front rather than
from the side, and did not damage any of the surrounding organs while doing so. In another case he removed
the sexual organs with one clean stroke of the knife. Given the time circumstances of the crimes outside, often
in near total darkness, keeping one eye out for the approach of others, and under extremely tight time
constraints , the Ripper almost certainly would have had some experience in using his knife. The Ripper
Letters It is commonly accepted by the experts on the case that none of the letters purported to have been
written by the Ripper were in fact written by him. A letter dated September 25 and received on the
twenty-seventh by the Central News agency was the first to be signed "Jack the Ripper". A postcard post
marked October 1 followed. Because it referred to a "double event" the police thought it might be from the
killer since it was posted the day after the Ripper killed two women. The post card also referred to the letter
and must have come from the same source as the letter had not been released to the public yet. If the post card
had been sent on September 30, the day of the "double event", instead of October 1, the likelihood that it was
really written by the murderer would be significantly greater. A recently discovered document states that a
journalist from the Central News agency, Tom Bulling, was the writer. One other letter may have been written
by the killer. In mid-October a small parcel was sent to George Lusk, who was head of a vigilance committee
in Whitechapel. Inside was half a human kidney and a letter from someone claiming to be the killer, and that it
was part of the kidney he removed from the victim Eddowes. It is impossible to know for sure if the Ripper
really did send it. Most of the arguments in favor of it being from Jack have been based on inaccurate
information and the myths rather than the facts surrounding the case. Evidence In a time before forensic
science and even finger printing, the only way to prove someone committed a murder was to catch either him
or her in the act, or get the suspect to confess. The Whitechapel Murders unhappily fall into this period of
time. One interesting feature of this case is that not one, but two police forces carried out investigations. The
Metropolitan Police, known as Scotland Yard, was responsible for crimes committed in all the boroughs of
London except the City of London proper. The single square mile in the heart of London known as the City of
London had their own police force. When Eddowes was killed, it was in their territory and this brought them
into the Ripper case. It is believed that the rank and file of the two forces got along and worked well together,
but there is evidence that the seniors in each force did not. To what degree, if any, their failure to cooperate
fully had on solving the case is not known. Other than autopsies and taking statements from everybody who
might know something there was little else that the Metropolitan police force did. The attitude of the people at
the time was that the police were incompetent and that the Commissioner, Sir Charles Warren, was only good
for policing crowds and keeping order rather than detective work. He was especially criticized for not offering
a reward in the hope that a confederate or accomplice would come forth and inform against the Ripper. In fact,
Warren had no objections for a reward being offered and it was his superior, Henry Matthews, the Home
Secretary who refused the sanction of a reward. The City of London Police seems to have done a better job
although they did not apprehend the killer either. City police officers made crime scene drawings, took many
photographs of the victim Eddowes, and even though she was not in their jurisdiction, they took photographs
of the Kelly victim. She is the only victim who was photographed at the crime scene. One of the splits
between the leadership of the two forces was over graffito found in Goulston Street on the night of the "double
event". This message, "The Juwes are the men That Will not be blamed for nothing", may have been written
by the Ripper and the City police officers wanted to photograph it. Warren felt that leaving it until it was light
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enough to be photographed might cause riots against the Jews living in Whitechapel whom the bigoted
English residents already believed were responsible for the murders. Warren did not even compromise by
willing to erase or cover up the word "Juwes" only. In the end the police never charged any suspect with the
murders committed by the Ripper which shows they did not have a sufficient amount of evidence that would
gain a verdict of guilty in criminal court. Suspects In , Sir Melville Macnaghten, then Chief Constable, wrote a
confidential report in which he names the three top suspects. Although some information concerning the
suspect he believed most likely to have been the murderer had been available before the turn of the century,
the name of that suspect was not made public until Druitt, a barrister turned teacher who committed suicide in
December Unfortunately for Macnaghten who wrote his memoranda from memory, the details he ascribes to
Druitt are wrong. According to the Chief Constable, Druitt was a doctor, 41 years of age, and committed
suicide immediately after the Kelly murder. In actuality Druitt was 31, not a doctor, and killed himself nearly
a month after the last official murder. While it is still possible that he was the Ripper, correct information
gathered about Druitt so far makes him seem an unlikely candidate. In , Frederick Abberline, a retired crack
detective who had been in charge of the Ripper investigation at the ground level stated that he thought that
multiple wife poisoner Severin Klosowski, alias George Chapman, might be Jack the Ripper. As with
Macnaghten, no other officer has concurred with his opinion and modern criminal profiling science tends to
reject Klosowski as a serious candidate. Both Swanson and Anderson were officers who participated in the
Ripper investigation; indeed, they were the ones given the responsibility of being in charge of the case.
Anderson had written in his memoirs that appeared for the first time in that the police knew who the Ripper
was. According to Anderson the Ripper was a Polish Jew who was put away in an insane asylum after the
crimes, and then died soon after. At first it seemed that the case had been solved, but research has found a
number of problems with the theory. Aaron Kosminski was a real person and was placed in an insane asylum.
His records show him to be a docile and harmless lunatic that heard voices in his head and would only eat
food from the gutter. The dates of his incarceration are wrong, and he did not die soon after his committal but
lived on until The third Macnaghten suspect, Michael Ostrog, has been investigated and there is nothing to
indicate that he was nothing more than a demented con man. Francis Tumblety, the latest serious suspect, only
became known to students of the Jack the Ripper murders in
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Transcription Mr Lusk, Sor I send you half the Kidne I took from one woman and prasarved it for you tother
piece I fried and ate it was very nise. I may send you the bloody knif that took it out if you only wate a whil
longer signed Catch me when you can Mishter Lusk 6 October -- this letter was received by a local paper and
is believed to have been intended for either Israel Schwartz or Joseph Lawende, both of whom believe to have
witnessed the Ripper and gave descriptions of the man they saw to the police. Few researchers believe this
letter to be real. But you made a mistake if you though I dident see you. Now I known you know me and I see
your little game, and I mean to finish you and send your ears to your wife if you show this to the police or help
them if you do I will finish you. It no use your trying to get out of my way. Because I have you when you dont
expect it and I keep my word as you soon see and rip you up. Yours truly Jack the Ripper. Few researchers
give this letter any credence. Transcription Beware I shall be at work on the 1st and 2nd inst. Yours Jack the
Ripper. Few researchers give this letter much credence. Transcription What fools the police are. I even give
them the name of the street where I am living. Thomas Horrocks Openshaw, circa Openshaw, who performed
the medical examination on the portion of kidney received by George Lusk in conjunction with the From Hell
letter. Transcription Old boss you was rite it was the left kidny i was goin to hoperate agin close to you ospitle
just as i was going to dror mi nife along of er bloomin throte them cusses of coppers spoilt the game but i
guess i wil be on the jobn soon and will send you another bit of innerds Jack the Ripper O have you seen the
devle with his mikerscope and scalpul a-lookin at a kidney with a slide cocked up. The original envelope of
the Openshaw letter. Close-up of postmark, indicating "London. Images courtesy Stewart P. Its authenticity is
hotly debated, many believing it to be a recent hoax placed surreptitiously in the records. You an me know the
truth dont we. Lusk can look forever hell never find me but I am rite under his nose all the time. I watch them
looking for me an it gives me fits ha ha I love my work an I shant stop until I get buckled and even then watch
out for your old pal Jacky. Catch me if you Can Jack the Ripper Sorry about the blood still messy from the last
one. What a pretty necklace I gave her. PC Long returned at c. The writing was sponged out at c. A lexicon
search on the variations will invariably produce the same result - "Jews," with only reference to the group, at
large, and not to any person or persons, in particular. No Date Available -- one of the many verses allegedly
sent to police. It is likely, however, that this letter was a later hoax by Donald McCormick. Six little whores,
glad to be alive, One sidles up to Jack, then there are five. Two little whores, shivering with fright, Seek a cosy
doorway in the middle of the night.
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With the prior edition of this concise, up-to-date casebook having been adopted at over law schools, the tenth edition
preserves the authors' tradition of providing a comprehensive overview of agency, partnership, and corporation law.
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