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It gives some useful historical background on John Nelson Darby, but it reads most of all like one giant ad-hominem
attack against dispensationalism because the presumed founder of the movement turned into a big jerk as the power
went to his head. In the end, in the epilogue, the author asserts that.

Oxford University Press, , p. This brief outline represents classic dispensationalism. Dispensationalists differ
one from another in details. As we shall see, neo-dispensationalists have made significant modifications to the
system. In the main, however, what we have just presented fairly depicts dispensationalism in its most
widespread form. Hamilton Brothers, , p. Eerdmans Publishing Company, , pp. Ryrie, Dispensationalism
Today Chicago: Moody Press, , pp. Review and Herald , Vol. Baker Book House, , p. Baker Book House, , pp.
Heart of America Bible Society, , pp. James Nisbet, , p. Bass, Backgrounds to Dispensationalism Grand
Rapids: John Nelson Darby, Letters of J. Bible Truth Publishers, , 2: Notes on John 1: Ironside, Mysteries of
God, p. Cox in An Examination of Dispensationalism Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co.
Needham, Preach the Word New York: Presbyterian and Reformed Review 1 This statement hardly squares
with I Cor. Quoted from a book advertizement in Watchword and Truth 22 Oxford University Press, , pp.
Dallas Seminary Press, , 4: New Scofield Reference Bible on Gen. For a more thorough discussion of the
historical transition from the classic dispensational doctrine of salvation by law-keeping for Israel and by faith
for the church to the neo-dispensational doctrine of one way of salvation in all ages, see Daniel P. Fuller,
Gospel and Law: Zondervan Publishing House, , pp. Poythress, Understanding Dispensationalists Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, , p. BMH Books, , p. Eerdmans Publishing Company, , p. New Scofield
Reference Bible, p. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today, pp. Poythress, Understanding Dispensationalists, p.
Because ultradispensationalism is not within the mainstream of dispensationalism we did not include
treatment of Bullinger and his followers in our survey of the development of dispensationalism in the
nineteenth century.
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Ryrie The mention of the word dispensationalism usually evokes an immediate reaction. For many Christians
it reminds them of the help and blessing the ministries and writings of dispensational Bible teachers have been
to them. They recall Bible conferences, prophecy conferences, special meetings, or books that awakened in
them their first real interest in studying the Bible seriously and in depth. For others, however,
dispensationalism is something to be avoided like the plague. Perhaps they do not even begin to understand
what it is, but, if they have heard about it, it has been in a negative way. Indeed, they may have been told that
dispensational teaching is heretical. Nevertheless, dispensationalists have occupied a significant place in the
history of the church, and they continue to be an important group of earnest believers today. Like all doctrines,
dispensational teaching has undergone systematization and development in its lifetime, though the basic tenets
have not changed. At times it has been aggressively attacked. Often caricatures and stereotypes misrepresent
and ridicule the viewpoint. When this book was originally published in under the title Dispensationalism
Today its purpose was to present classic dispensational teaching in a positive way in order to correct
misunderstandings and allay suspicions about it. I also wanted to show that earlier dispensationalists were
more balanced in their statements than usually represented by those who quote them selectively. This revision
does not abandon, change, dilute, or minimize the basic teachings of normative, or classic, dispensationalism.
The basic scheme involving the different dispensations remains the most helpful tool of consistent,
noncontradictory interpretation of Scripture. References will be made to some books published since , and the
recent developments in hermeneutics and the major changes being proposed by so-called progressive
dispensationalists are addressed. But the positive presentation of normative dispensationalism remains a
primary feature of this revision. It should be remembered that dispensationalists are conservative, evangelical
Christians. Many of the differences of opinion discussed in this book are between evangelicals with whom
there is agreement in other important areas of doctrine. It is sincerely intended that what is said about these
differences be factual, fair, clear, and in a spirit of helpfulness. I hope that every reader, before putting this
book down, will read the last chapter, no matter how mildly or violently he or she may disagree with other
parts of the book. The theological liberal quite naturally opposes dispensationalism, for he finds completely
unpalatable its plain interpretation, which is based on a verbal, plenary view of the inspiration of Scripture.
Neither would he agree with other beliefs and teachings that dispensationalists hold in common with other
conservatives. Whatever else dispensationalists are, they are conservative in their view of the fundamental
doctrines of the Bible , an approach unsavory to the liberal. But certain conservatives also are opposed to the
teachings of dispensationalism. On the one hand, the amillennialist recognizes that dispensationalists are
invariably premillennialists, which means their teaching cannot be a viable option, since premillennialism and
amillennialism do not mix. Opposition has also developed from those who are premillennial but not
dispensational. Generally they are covenant premillennialists who believe in a posttribulational Rapture. Their
point is that dispensational premillennialism is not historical but that premillennialism without
dispensationalism is. Therefore, their attack centers on dispensational distinctives: Belief in a Pretribulational
Rapture is Philip Mauro, a premillennialist who abandoned the dispensational position, is bitter in his
denunciation: Indeed, the time is fully ripe for a thorough examination and frank exposure of this new and
subtle form of modernism that has been spreading itself among those who have adopted the name
"fundamentalists. The entire system of "dispensational teaching" is modernistic in the strictest sense. One calls
dispensationalism "unbelief and heresy"[9] whereas another labels premillennialism "an unorthodox teaching,
generally espoused by heretical sects on the fringes of the Christian Church. Some have practiced the
guilt-by-association method. Bowman, for instance, associates dispensationalism with names like Hitler and
National Socialism, Roman Catholicism , Christian Science, and Mormonism. Sproul draws an analogy
between dispensationalists and Joseph Fletcher, father of modern "situational ethics. The person often singled
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out is John Nelson Darby , and the point of attack is usually his separationist principles and practices. He is
pictured as the "pope" of the Plymouth Brethren movement, who excommunicated at will those who disagreed
with him and whose separationist practices have characterized the entire dispensational movement for ill. Here
is an illustration of this kind of attack: The devastating effects of this spirit upon the total body of Christ
cannot be underestimated. Of course, in the report of such instances the reader cannot be sure he has been
given all the facts that may have contributed to the rupture. But dispensational teaching is usually made the
primary, if not the sole, cause. There is the "intellectual" attack. However, unworthy as it may be, the attack is
a powerful one. It implies that, whereas dispensationalism is something that may inadvertently be learned in
Sunday school or at a Bible school, greater intellectual maturity will certainly lead to its abandonment. There
is the historical attack. This will be examined in more detail later see chapter 4. It seeks to prove that since
dispensationalism in its present form is apparently recent it cannot be true; for surely someone would have
taught it in the first eighteen centuries of the history of the church if it were true. Some who use this device to
discredit dispensationalism are honest enough to admit that history is never the test of truth -- the Bible and
only the Bible is. But they persist in using the approach and leave the impression that history is a partially
valid test, if not the final test. Dale Moody writes, "Dispensationalism with the modern form of seven
dispensations , eight covenants, and a Pretribulation Rapture is a deviation that has not been traced beyond
This is usually based on a straw-man construction of the dispensationalists doctrine or a partial statement of it.
Some supposed teaching of dispensationalism is held up to ridicule, and by so much the entire system is
condemned. For instance, the opponents of dispensationalism are quite sure that it teaches two or more ways
of salvation. And they ask, What could be more unscriptural than that? Therefore, the system should be
discarded. Or, again, they declare that dispensationalists will not use the Sermon on the Mount , and, since the
Sermon obviously contains rich Christian truth, what could be more apparent than that the system refusing to
use it is wrong? Another jabs at dispensationalism in this way: Evidently the dispensationalist feels that our
church creeds are inadequate because they do not include pronouncements on such matters as a pretribulation
rapture or the identification of the , Bruce Waltke formerly a dispensationalist, now an amillennialist, and
always a friend in a lecture given in predicted that dispensationalism has "no future as a system. One
progressive views classic dispensationalism as "the cloud" under which he lives. Of course, the ultimate test of
the truth of any doctrine is whether it is in accord with biblical revelation. The fact that the church taught
something in the first century does not make it true, and, likewise, if the church did not teach something until
the twentieth century, it is not necessarily false. Tertullian, Anseim, Luther , Calvin , Darby , Scofield , and
the Westminster divines were all instruments in the hands of God to minister truth to His church, but none of
them was perfect in all his thinking. People do not make a doctrine right or wrong. Defective life never
enhances doctrine, but neither does it necessarily falsify it. Earning a doctors degree may make one an expert
in a particular field of study, but it does not make one infallible or without need of further light on a given
subject. An understanding of the truth of the Bible can be communicated by the Holy Spirit in and through the
formal education situation and procedures, and it can be communicated apart from them. If dispensationalism
has been called everything from a "dangerous friend" to a "sworn enemy," is there any point in examining it?
What do the dispensationalists say for themselves that could make their teaching worth investigating? Could
there be any help in that which is a heresy in the minds of some? The theological liberal, no matter how much
he speaks of the Judaistic background of Christianity, recognizes that Christianity is nevertheless different
from Judaism. There may be few or many features of Judaism that, in his mind, carry over into Christianity,
but still the message of Jesus was something new. Therefore, the material of the Old Testament is
distinguished from that of the New. The covenant theologian, for all his opposition to dispensationalism , also
makes certain rather important distinctions. However, it must be noted that his dispensational distinctions are
viewed as related to the unifying and underlying covenant of grace. Nevertheless, within his concept of this
covenant he does make some very basic distinctions. Louis Berkhof will serve as an example. However,
within the Old Testament dispensation Berkhof lists four subdivisions, which, although he terms them "stages
in the revelation of the covenant of grace", are distinguishable enough to be listed. In reality, then, he finds
these four plus the New Testament dispensation, or five periods of differing administrations of God. Thus, the
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covenant theologian finds biblical distinctions a necessary part of his theology, even though the covenant of
grace is his ruling category. The dispensationalist finds his answer to the need for distinctions in his
dispensational scheme. The dispensations supply the need for distinctions in the orderly progress of revelation
throughout Scripture. It makes little difference at this point in the discussion whether there are seven
dispensations or not; the point is that dispensations answer the need for distinctions. All interpreters feel the
need for distinctions. Obviously this does not prove that dispensationalists distinctions are the correct ones,
but it does demonstrate that the need for distinctions as basic to the proper interpretation of the Scriptures is
recognized. There is some truth in the two statements "Any person is a dispensationalist who trusts the blood
of Christ rather than bringing an animal sacrifice" and "Any person is a dispensationalist who observes the
first day of the week rather than the seventh". The dispensationalist feels that his system supplies the answer to
that need. It Answers the Need of a Philosophy of History The Scriptures per se are not a philosophy of
history, but they contain one. It is true that the Bible deals with ideas -- but with ideas that are interpretations
of historical events. This interpretation of the meaning of historical events is the task of theology, and it is a
task that is not without its problems. The chief problem is that both covenant and dispensational theologies
claim to represent the true philosophy of history as contained in the Scriptures. The problem is further
complicated by the fact that, if a philosophy of history is defined as "a systematic interpretation of universal
history in accordance with a principle by which historical events and successions are unified and directed
toward ultimate meaning,"[26] then in a certain sense both systems of theology meet the basic requirements of
the definition. However, the way in which the two systems meet these requirements affirms that
dispensationalism is the more valid and helpful system. Notice that the definition centers on three things: Let
us examine both systems in relation to these three features. Concerning the goal of history, dispensationalists
find it in the establishment of the millennial kingdom on earth, whereas the covenant theologian regards it as
the eternal state. This does not mean that normative dispensationalists minimize the glory of the eternal state ,
but they insist that the display of the glory of the God who is sovereign in human history must be seen in the
present heavens and earth.
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I want to point your attention to two verses. We are going to begin today by making some observations about
dispensationalism and then we are going to give a rapid overview to the Davidic Covenant and especially the
establishment of the house of David in II Samuel 7. But first I want you to concentrate on two verses here at
the end of Romans 2, 2: But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by
the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. May He add His blessing to it. We
pray that both of those exercises would refresh us with the truth as well as brace us against error. And we pray
that you would help us to embed the truth of your word in such a way as to live it out and to be competent to
proclaim it to others for the sake of Christ and for His glory. I want to make a few comments to you today
about the Theology of Dispensationalism. I want to make a few historical comments about dispensationalism
and then I want to make a few theological comments about dispensationalism with regard to different types of
dispensationalism, and then I want to draw some contrasts between Covenant Theology and the more classic
forms of dispensationalism. Let me start off with just some, some basic historical, theological comments. A
Brief Background to Dispensationalism The dispensational system of theology, if we are honest, is actually a
Nineteenth Century phenomenon. I know many good dispensationalists like to trace elements of
dispensational teaching and belief way back into the history of the church. Scoffield, Cyrus Ingersoll
Scoffield. The dispensational movement created its own seminary in Dallas. And has for many years had
control of a very theological journal, called, Bibliotheca Sacra, that has been sort of the official journal for
dispensationalism. And many of you are aware of Dallas Seminary and of Bib Sac and of folks in the Bible
Church movement, who would be very much indebted to the dispensationalist tradition. Dispensationalism is
not necessary committed in and of itself, for or against Calvinism and Arminianism. Earlier this century, for
instance, you would have found many people who would have identified themselves as Calvinists and
dispensationalists. And you would have found some who would have held basically to an Arminian
theological framework been dispensationalist. On my best information, Dallas today would officially have sort
of an ambiguous approach towards Calvinism. Yet in fact, I am told that there is still a great deal of fear and
discomfort with Calvinism at Dallas Theological Seminary. They will become clear later on.
Dispensationalists, of course, see their theological system to be in opposition to Covenant Theology, or
Federal Theology. All Federalists have been Calvinists, but not all Dispensationalists have been Calvinists. It
is highly significant that a Dispensationalist may be either Calvinistic or Arminian. This is not comparing
apples and oranges. There are several similarities between Dispensationalism and the Arminian alternative to
Covenant Theology. Many dispensationalists, however, contend that their system is simply an alternative to
Federalism; both may be Calvinistic. But of course, rare is the dispensationalist who would aver that the 16th
and 17th century Calvinists were dispensational. Historically, they are separate systems. One began in the 16th
century, the other in the 19th Dispensationalists would see their theological system to be more biblical than
Covenant Theology, and they should be seen as rivals. Dispensationalists are premillenial, because it is
essential to their theological system, it is perhaps the fundamental point of Dispensationalism that Israel and
the Church are distinct, and the Law-Gospel distinction must be preserved at all costs. That is the very heart
and core of classic dispensationalism. You should never, ever mix up Law and Gospel, and you should never
ever mix up Israel and the Church Classic dispensational, in addition to being premillenial, is also
pretribulational. Essentially, to say that one is premillinaial means that one believes that Christ returns prior to
the biblical millenium described in the book of Revelation chapter 20 and according to dispensationalists also
mentioned elsewhere in the Scripture. So classic dispensationalism has been both premillenial and it has been
pretribulational. There is the pre tribulational view. That is the belief that Christians are raptured, or taken out
of the world prior to the Great Tribulation. There is the mid tribulational view. Believers are raptured out of
the world in the midst of the Great Tribulation. And there is the post tribulational view. Which says that
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believers are raptured out of the world, or Christians are raptured out of the world, after the Great Tribulation.
All classic dispensationalism, however, is premillenial and pretribulational. And I will explain why that is in
just a few moments. On the other hand, most Covenant Theologians have been either post- or amillenial. That
is, they interpret the millennium described in Revelation 20 to be something that occurs prior to the return of
Christ. You can only have two views at the time of the millenium. Christ is either coming before or after the
millenium. Those are the only two possible views. So, amillenialism is a sub category of postmillenialism. All
believers are either premillenialists or postmillenialists. Amillenialists tend to stress the heavenly character of
that millennium. They will, for instance, stress that the millenial reign is going on now, in heaven. It is a
spiritual millenium. Whereas postmillenialists tend to stress a more earthly character to that millennium, and
often times project it as a golden age which is yet to be experienced, but which will occur before the time of
Christ. Warfield, being a great example of that. Now, there have been however, some who fall into the
category of being Covenant Theologians who are premillenial. However, their type of premillenialism differs
from dispensational premillenialism. For one thing, they were almost always not pre tribulational in their view
of their rapture teaching. The fundamental difference is actually seen in the difference between Israel and the
church. Dispensationalism, and again, allow me to speak in generalities, if you have read books like
Progressive Dispensationalism, by Darrell L. Blaising, who are professors at Dallas, or have been professors at
Dallas. You will know that Dispensationalists themselves acknowledge that there are multiple systems of
Dispensational Theology, and Blaising and Bock come up with three basic categories of dispensationalism.
They say there is classic or historical dispensationalism. There is revised, or modified dispensationalism. And
there is progressive dispensationalism. Now, allow me to paint in broad brush, right now, not for the sake of
tarring and feathering someone, but at least trying to get us to the nub of the issue. The fundamental difference
between Covenant Theology and Dispensationalism is this issue of Israel and the church. Dispensationalism
stresses the literal fulfillment of prophecy about Israel and posits an essential difference between physical
Israel and the church. Now, everybody has to acknowledge symbolic elements in prophecy. Now, again, allow
me to overstate it like that for emphasis. Because as you have already learned from Poythress, there are some
dispensationalists who would want to say it differently than that. So let me generalize like that. Covenant
Theology is happy to acknowledge the uniqueness of the Church, especially in its post Pentecost phase. But
Covenant Theology sees all believers in essential continuity. There are not two peoples of God. There is one
people of God. The form of the people of God under the Old Covenant was expressed primarily in Israel,
which was an ethnic, ecclesiastical and national community, whereas in the New Covenant, the form of the
people of God is, the institutional form of the people of God, is the Church. And the Church in the New
Testament is trans ethnic and trans national and purely ecclesiastical as opposed to ecclesiastical and civil.
And again, I am speaking of a classic form of dispensationalism. The two peoples of God, Israel and the
Church, have two separate destinies. They see Israel, with the earthly millennial reign of David in the land of
Israel restored to its Davidic and Solomonic boundaries. For the Church, there is heaven. And in that passage,
Paul makes it clear that not all Israel is Israel. And that is one of the disputed points between the Covenant
Theology perspective and the Dispensationsalists. The Covenant Theologian wants us to understand that Israel
from the very beginning, had within her bounds, both the elect and the reprobate. And that is a disputed point
between Covenant Theology and Dispensationalism. Some of the older Dispensationalists used to actually
even argue that salvation was by works in the Old Testament and by faith in the New Testament. But that was
a very common point of view in some of the older Dispensational writings. Salvation is not only now, by
grace alone, the Reformers argued, it has always been by grace alone since the Fall. Now, more mainstream
dispensationalism has suggested that Old Testament believers were not saved by works, but by faith, but they
differ from Covenant Theologians in their description of the nature of that faith. Some modern
dispensationalists generally argue that the saving faith of the Old Testament was substantially and materially
different from the saving faith of the New Testament. They tend to argue that sinners in the Old Testament
were not justified by faith in the Gospel of the Messiah as sin-bearer Christ crucified , but rather their faith
was in promises that were peculiar to their individual era in redemptive history. So they may have received
occasional messianic prophecy, but that was not essential to their saving faith, per se. This is out of accord
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with all Calvinism, all Lutheranism, and even mainstream Anabaptist thought at the Reformation, who all
taught that Old Testament believers were justified by faith in the coming Messiah as sin-bearer. These Old
Testament believers all heard the Gospel, the Reformers argued. Through the prophecies and types. Therefore,
the essential content of their faith was materially the same in all ages, including the NT. So though the New
Covenant believer may have a firmer grasp on the Gospel, because the events of the Gospel are now
retrospective for the New Covenant, yet the Gospel was set forth in shadows and in types to the Old Covenant
believer.
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Supersessionism Dispensationalists profess a definite distinction between Israel and the Church. For
dispensationalists, Israel is an ethnic nation [6] consisting of Hebrews Israelites , beginning with Abraham and
continuing in existence to the present. The Church, on the other hand, consists of all saved individuals in this
present dispensationâ€”i. However, progressives never view this expansion as replacing promises to its
original audience, Israel. Scofield [12] [13] and Harry A. Grace Movement Dispensationalists believe that the
church started later in Acts and emphasize the beginning of the church with the ministry of Paul. The "Acts
28" position [16] posits the beginning of the church in Acts chapter 28 where the Apostle Paul quotes Isaiah 6:
Premillenialist dispensationalism[ edit ] Comparison of Christian millennial interpretations Dispensationalists
are premillennialists who affirm a future, literal 1,year reign of Jesus Christ which merges with and continues
on to the eternal state in the "new heavens and the new earth", [17] and they claim that the millennial kingdom
will be theocratic in nature and not mainly soteriological , as it is considered by George Eldon Ladd and others
with a non-dispensational form of premillennialism. Dispensationalism is known for its opinions respecting
the nation of Israel during this millennial kingdom reign, in which Israel as a nation plays a major role and
regains a king, a land, and an everlasting kingdom. The vast majority of dispensationalists profess the
pretribulation rapture, with small minorities professing to either a mid-tribulation or post-tribulation rapture.
Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. July Learn how and when to remove this template message Timeline of the history of
Dispensationalism, showing the development of various streams of thought. The concept of the arranging of
divisions of Biblical history dates back to Irenaeus during the second century. Other Christian writers since
then have offered their own arrangements of history, such as Augustine of Hippo and Joachim of Fiore â€”
The original concept came when Darby considered the implications of Isaiah 32 for Israel. The New
Testament church was seen as a separate program not related to that kingdom. Thus arose a prophetic earthly
kingdom program for Israel and a separate "Mystery" heavenly program for the church. In order to not
conflate the two programs, the prophetic program had to be put on hold to allow for the church to come into
existence. Then it is necessary for the church to be raptured away before prophecy can resume its earthly
program for Israel. The church being a heavenly designated assembly does not have its own dispensation as
per Scofield. Darby conceives of dispensations relating exclusively to the divine government of the earth and
thus the church is not associated with any dispensations. Darby traveled extensively to continental Europe,
New Zealand, Canada, and the United States in an attempt to make converts to the Brethren philosophy. While
his Brethren ecclesiology failed to catch on in America, his eschatological doctrine became widely popular in
the United States, especially among Baptists and Old School Presbyterians. Regarding any supposed
connection to Edward Irving: While Irving and the Albury group had a few eschatological ideas that were
unique, a belief in the pre-tribulation rapture was not one of them. It is impossible for one to follow the
historicist approach and also believe the rapture will occur before the tribulation, since historicists believe that
the tribulation began hundreds of years ago and runs the course of most of the current church age. Paul
Wilkinson notes that "Darby found an exegetical basis in Scripture for his doctrine of a pretribulation Rapture.
As a careful student of the Bible, Darby had no need to appeal to an oracle for his doctrines. The unfounded
and scurrilous accusations of MacPherson and his sympathizers contravene the whole ethos of John Nelson
Darby, a man of integrity to whom the Word of God was paramount. Charles Henry Mackintosh â€”96
popularized Darby more than any other Brethren author. They were disturbed by the inroads of religious
liberalism and saw premillennialism as an answer. Dispensationalism was introduced as a premillennial
position, and it largely took over the fundamentalist movement, over a period of several decades. Louis,
organized the Niagara Bible Conference â€”97 to continue the dissemination of dispensationalist ideas.
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Dispensationalism was boosted after Dwight L. Moody â€” learned of dispensational theology from an
unidentified member of the Brethren during Moody worked with Brookes and other dispensationalists and
encouraged the spread of dispensationalism. The efforts of C. Scofield and his associates introduced
dispensationalism to a wider audience in America by his Scofield Reference Bible. The publication of the
Scofield Reference Bible during by the Oxford University Press for the first time displayed overtly
dispensationalist notes on the pages of the Biblical text. Evangelist and Bible teacher Lewis Sperry Chafer â€”
was influenced by Scofield; he founded the Dallas Theological Seminary during , which has become the main
institution of dispensationalism in America. Founded by graduates of Dallas Theological Seminary , it holds
"that the Bible must be interpreted as language is normally used, recognizing the importance of dispensational
distinctions. Gray â€” , William J. Erdman â€” , A. Dixon â€” , A. These men were active evangelists who
promoted a host of Bible conferences and other missionary and evangelistic efforts. They also gave the
dispensationalist philosophy institutional permanence by assuming leadership of new independent Bible
institutes, such as the Moody Bible Institute during , the Bible Institute of Los Angeles now Biola University
during , and Philadelphia College of Bible now Cairn University , formerly Philadelphia Biblical University
during The network of related institutes that soon developed became the nucleus for the spread of American
dispensationalism. Dispensationalism has become very popular with American evangelicalism[ citation
needed ], especially among nondenominational Bible churches, Baptists , Pentecostal , and Charismatic
groups. Conversely, Protestant denominations that embrace covenant theology as a whole tend to reject
dispensationalism. PCUSA in which Dispensationalism existed termed it "evil and subversive" and regarded it
as a heresy. Wallace representing the amillennial opinion disputed severely over eschatology. Please help
improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. John Nelson Darby taught, and most subsequent
dispensationalists have maintained, that God considers the Jews as his earthly chosen people, even as they
remain in rejection of Jesus Christ, and God continues to maintain an earthly destiny in the future millennial
Kingdom when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth and establishes it in fulfillment of prophecy in the
prophetic scheme. Dispensationalists teach that a remnant within the nation of Israel will be born again, called
of God, and by grace brought to realize that they crucified their Messiah. Dispensationalism is unique in
teaching that the Church stands in a dispensation that occurs as a parenthesis in the prophetic Kingdom
program, a dispensational "mystery" or "grace" period, meaning that it was not directly revealed in prophecy
in the Old Testament, and that this "age of grace" will end with the rapture of the church allowing the
prophetic clock for Israel to start up again. Then the Jewish remnant becomes manifest through the Great
Tribulation as a result of recognizing Jesus as their promised Messiah during the trials that come upon them in
this Tribulation which serves to purify the nation. Dispensationalists teach that God has eternal covenants with
Israel which cannot be violated and must be honored and fulfilled. Dispensationalists affirm the necessity for
Jews to receive Jesus as Messiah, while also stressing that God has not forsaken those who are physically
descended from Abraham through Isaac. They claim that God made unconditional covenants with Israel as a
people and nation in the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic , and New Covenant. Judaism[ edit ] Christian
dispensationalists sometimes endorse what some critics have pejoratively termed Judeophilia , ranging from
endorsement of the state of Israel to observing traditional Jewish holidays and practicing traditionally Jewish
religious rituals. Dispensationalists typically endorse the modern state of Israel, consider its existence as a
political entity as God revealing his will for the Last Days, and reject anti-Semitism. Some Messianic Jews ,
however, reject dispensationalism in favor of related but distinct hermeneutics called Olive Tree Theology.
Since the mids Israel has been in commercial alliance with televangelist and sometimes-politician Pat
Robertson , [33] and in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, "I mean that we have no greater friend in
the whole world than Pat Robertson.
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In each of these cases the underlying thought is consistent with the lexical meaning of the word; i. In four
occurrences Eph 1: He observes four pertinent features: Therefore, there seems to be two different uses of the
word in the NT: At this point unity of perspective concerning the term seems to end. The major division is
between those who are called covenant theologians and the dispensational theologians. The covenant
theologian sees the Covenant of Grace as the overriding unity of Scripture and uses the concept of a
dispensation to speak of the manifestations of that covenant. Louis Berkhof more typically speaks of only two
dispensationsâ€”the Old and the New. An alternative approach for this concept in covenant theology is to
speak of the Old Covenant and the New Covenant without recognizing either as a dispensation. The common
characteristic of the covenant approach is that any change of administration is seen only as an aspect of the
unifying Covenant of Grace. Thus its emphasis is soteriological and the change is more that of anticipation in
the Old and accomplishment in the New than it is an actual change of administration. In contrast to this
methodology, dispensationalism develops its understanding of the progress of revelation as a series of
dispensations, or arrangements with man that God has set forth in the course of history. The Scofield
Reference Bible has been the primary popularizer of this approach. Scofield then distinguishes seven such
dispensations in the Scriptures. Other dispensational writers have not emphasized the time period aspect in
their definition and have placed their emphasis on the nature of the arrangement. Ironside, In the Heavenlies,
p. Historical uses of the word. The above distinctions made by theologians today are not necessarily
characteristic of the use of the word down through church history. Since the above difference is relatively
recent, it may be of value to note how the word has been used in times previous. He does refer to
dispensations, and speaks of the Christian dispensation. Augustine uses the word with some frequency and
states in one place: Post-Reformation writers who used the term in developing their understanding of Scripture
were men such as Pierre Poiret who wrote The Divine Economy. He had seven dispensations which, although
differing from the contemporary forms, include one before the Flood, one to Moses, etc. Isaac Watts identifies
five dispensations and defines the terms as follows: There is, therefore, a variety of uses of the term down
through the centuries, preceding the modern period. If there is a uniformity of description of the dispensations
in this list, it would prob. The current discussion about the nature of a dispensation grows out of the
development of systematic theology since the Reformation. With the return to the Word and to evangelical
theological growth, theology became much more systematic. Out of Calvinism developed covenant theology
with its organization of the progress of revelation around the Covenants of Works and Grace. Within the
Covenant of Grace, the change of administration was noted as the Old and New Covenants or sometimes
dispensations. This concept was intended to help organize and explain the differences that are found in the Old
and New Covenants with reference to the manifestations of salvation. The Reformation also brought a return
to prophetic study, and there is a rise of belief in premillennialism that is characterized by some
post-Reformation groups. As was illustrated in Pierot and Watts above, this was sometimes organized into a
dispensational scheme. In the 19th cent. Dispensationalism which resulted from this has come to be a
significant force in American Christianity. Ryrie defines the system growing out of this mode of thinking. In
this household God is dispensing or administering its affairs according to His own will and in various stages of
revelation in the process of time. These various stages mark off the distinguishably different economies in the
outworking of His total purpose and these economies are the dispensations. Therefore, the current discussion
revolves around the proper use of the term theologically. The Covenant theologian usually objects strongly to
using the concept of the dispensations as the foundation for the unity of the Scriptures. The primary objection
to this latter use is that dispensationalism teaches two ways of salvation. A footnote to John 1: There is a sense
in which the Covenant of Works faces the same problem. It implies that man at one time could merit salvation
by his works. While there are passages of Scripture that may be interpreted to imply the possibility of
salvation by works e. Therefore, later dispensationalists have rejected the inference of Scofield and insist that
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the various arrangements of the dispensations include manifestations of the faith that saves rather than being
the source of salvation. A second major objection to the dispensationalist structure is that it makes
dispensations into time periods rather than stewardship arrangements. Most contemporary dispensationalists
do not include the time factor in their definition. While there may be a validity to this criticism in some
statements made by dispensationalists, most theologians holding this position state that in the progress of
revelation there is unfolded the will of God in various economies. Rather than being terminated as a principle
they grow or evolve into the next economy. The resulting process is like stair steps with each arrangement
building on the preceding one, sometimes borrowing from it and usually adding to it. Thus, while there is
always a manifestation of the grace of God, the dispensationalist states that the contemporary age is
characterized by grace while the previous one is better described by the term law. Another criticism that is
often raised is characterized by Clarence Bass in his book, Backgrounds to Dispensationalism. It is his
contention that dispensationalism is recent in church history and divisive within the church and by implication
then, in error. While there is some validity to this argument especially in the life of Darby see Bass, pp. The
Reformation in the sense of church history is both recent and divisive. The key is that theology must be
evaluated for its Scriptural support in a primary sense and for its impact in a secondary sense. The number of
dispensations 1. In this position the number of dispensations is widely varied. Buswell accepts none while
Berkhof and most others accept two, Hodge contends that there are four in the Old Covenant and one in the
New. The actual number really does not significantly affect the system. From this perspective the number of
dispensations varies somewhat, although the seven held by the Scofield Bible are the most usual. Some
minimize the early ones and combine conscience and human government, while others make the tribulation a
separate dispensation and then the total may be more than seven. Usually this scheme is accompanied by a
belief that the Church will be raptured before the tribulation, further distinguishing the church age. There is a
distinctive branch of dispensationalism that further distinguishes the dispensations which is sometimes called
Bullingerism after one of its early leaders, E. While there is considerable difference among the adherents, their
consistent tenet dispensationally is that they distinguish at least two dispensations in the current church age.
They identify a Jewish church early in the Book of Acts and then a separate Gentile church later on. Their
definition of a dispensation usually includes a strong emphasis on the aspect of time as well as the emphasis
on the stewardship or economy involved. Chafer, Dispensationalism ; A. Allis, Prophecy and the Church ; G.
Sauer, From Eternity to Eternity ; C. Stam, Things That Differ ; C. Bass, Backgrounds to Dispensationalism ;
J. Pentecost, Things to Come ; C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today
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Book backgrounds to dispensationalism pdf free download and read online pdf/epub by Clarence B. Bass isbn: ,
download backgrounds to dispensationalism pdf free, backgrounds to dispensationalism free download, The purpose of
this book is to describe the historical setting out of which dispensationalism has grown, to establish what
dispensationalism is, and to point out its.

Foreword by Charles R. Swindoll This work examines 1 methods of interpretation, 2 the biblical covenants,
and 3 the relationship of Israel and the church from the viewpoints of both the traditional and progressive
dispensationalists. Dispensationalism continues to provoke heated debate within the Christian world. Highly
acclaimed theologian, Dr. Ryrie, addresses this crucial issue from the perspective of classic dispensationalism.
He confronts the views of covenant theology, historical premillennialism, ultradispensationalism, and, in this
revised edition, the increasingly popular progressive dispensationalism. In his best-selling book,
Dispensationalism Today, written more than thirty years ago, Dr. Ryrie made this complex subject more
understandable for thousands worldwide. This revised and expanded version of that book will prove to be an
invaluable reference tool for your library. The relationship between Israel and the church is a crucial reference
point in theology, especially in distinguishing between dispensational and nondispensational ways of thinking.
The thesis of this book is that Israel and the church are distinct theological institutions that have arisen in the
historical progress of divine revelation. But they are also related as successive phases of a redemptive program
that is historically progressive and eschatologically converging. The approach to these issues here is neither
polemical nor apologetic; rather, it anticipates a convergence among evangelical scholars in the recognition of
both continuity and discontinuity in the Israel-church relationship. This book has three purposes: Are these the
last days? Could Jesus return at any time to establish his thousand-year reign on earth? What must happen
before Jesus returns, and what part does the church play? Three predominant views held by evangelicals seek
to answer these and related questions: This book gives each view a forum for presentation, critique, and
defense. The Counterpoints series provides a forum for comparison and critique of different views on issues
important to Christians. Counterpoints books address two categories: Church Life and Bible and Theology.
Complete your library with other books in the Counterpoints series. Do the Law and the Gospel belong to two
separate dispensations? Has the Gospel replaced the Law? What is the relevance of the Old Testament Law to
our lives as Christians? Is there continuity between it and what Christ expects of us in the Gospel? It is no
secret that Christians have differed widely on these questions. This book explores five major approaches to
this important biblical topic that have developed in Protestant circles. Each of the five authors presents his
particular perspective on the issue and responds to the other four. Since its inception in the early nineteenth
century, the basic tenet of dispensationalism a school of Protestant theology which holds that God deals with
humankind in different ways in different periods of time called dispensations has been that the church and
Israel are two sharply distinct peoples of God. The distinction is theological in nature; specifically,
anthropological pertaining to humanity , soteriological pertaining to salvation , and eschatological pertaining
to last things. The rapture marks the end of one dispensation when God focused his attention primarily on the
church, and the start of another when God will focus his attention primarily on Israel. Today, almost two
centuries later, progressive dispensationalists have rejected the view of a sharp theological distinction. From
their study of Scripture they observe a soft non-theological distinction. They describe the church and Israel as
different redemptive dimensions of the same humanity that share in a holistic and unified eternal salvation. An
already and not yet eschatological framework is the cornerstone of their system. This thesis will argue that
progressive dispensationalism cannot integrate the pretribulation rapture doctrine into its reconstructed
dispensational system on any basis of theological distinctiveness between the church and Israel. The thesis
closes with an explanation as to why progressive dispensationalism is more compatible with amillennialism
than with premillennialism. Eric Nelson Newberg Language: Wipf and Stock Publishers Format Available:
The Pentecostal mission in Palestine is a virtually unknown episode in the history of Pentecostalism. Its story
begins in at the Azusa Street Revival, from which missionaries were sent to Palestine. In its first thirty years,
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the Pentecostal mission in Palestine gained a foothold in Jerusalem and expanded its reach into Jordan, Syria,
and Iran. With the catastrophic war of , the Pentecostal missionaries fled as their Arab clients were swept
away in the Palestinian Diaspora. After , a valiant attempt was made to revive the mission, but only with
relative success. Although the Pentecostal missionaries failed in their objective of converting Jews and
Muslims, they were eyewitnesses of the formative events of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Newberg argues that the
Pentecostal missionaries functioned as brokers of Pentecostal Zionism. He offers a postcolonial assessment of
the Pentecostal missionaries, crediting them for advocating philosemitism, yet bringing them up short for
disregarding the civil rights of Palestinian Arabs, espousing Islamophobia, and contributing to the forces
working against peace in the Holy Land. Oxford University Press Format Available: By the close of the
century it had developed into a global religious phenomenon claiming millions of adherents. As the most
common form of contemporary prophecy belief, dispensationalism has played a major role in transforming
religion, politics, and pop culture in the U. Despite its importance and continuing appeal, scholars often reduce
dispensationalism to an anti-modern, apocalyptic, and literalist branch of Protestant fundamentalism. In
Dispensational Modernism, B. Pietsch argues that, on the contrary, the allure of dispensational thinking can
best be understood through the lens of technological modernism. Pietsch shows that between and
dispensationalism grew out of the popular fascination with applying engineering methods -- such as
quantification and classification -- to the interpretation of texts and time. At the heart of this new network of
texts, scholars, institutions, and practices was the lightning-rod Bible teacher C. Scofield, whose best-selling
Scofield Reference Bible became the canonical formulation of dispensational thought. The first book to
contextualize dispensationalism in this provocative way, Dispensational Modernism shows how mainstream
Protestant clergy of this time developed new "scientific" methods for interpreting the Bible, and thus new
grounds for confidence in religious understandings of time itself. Find Your eBooks Hereâ€¦.
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The relationship between Israel and the church is a crucial reference point in theology, especially in
distinguishing between dispensational and nondispensational ways of thinking. The thesis of this book is that
Israel and the church are distinct theological institutions that have arisen in the historical progress of divine
revelation. But they are also related as successive phases of a redemptive program that is historically
progressive and eschatologically converging. The approach to these issues here is neither polemical nor
apologetic; rather, it anticipates a convergence among evangelical scholars in the recognition of both
continuity and discontinuity in the Israel-church relationship. This book has three purposes: Foreword by
Charles R. Swindoll This work examines 1 methods of interpretation, 2 the biblical covenants, and 3 the
relationship of Israel and the church from the viewpoints of both the traditional and progressive
dispensationalists. Top-level scholarship on an enduring tradition Dispensationalism has long been associated
with a careful, trustworthy interpretation of Scripture. Reflective of its past and present status and strategic to
its future, Dispensationalism and the History of Redemption is a fresh defense of a time-tested tradition. Made
up of ten essays from leading dispensationalist scholars, this volume covers the critical elements to know:
Edwin Mellen Pr Format Available: Examines the theological method of Arno C. Gaebelein to establish a
dispensational approach to hermeneutics and theology. Clarence Larkin Language: This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps as most of these works have
been housed in our most important libraries around the world , and other notations in the work. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of
the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Wipf and Stock Publishers Format Available: The purpose of this book is to describe the historical setting out
of which dispensationalism has grown, to establish what dispensationalism is, and to point out its implications
for contemporary church life. Beginning with a survey of the major features of dispensationalism in relation to
the historic beliefs of the church, the book then examines the origins of dispensationalism in the thinking of
John Nelson Darby. What kind of man was Darby? What were the circumstances in which his theology was
fashioned? What were the practical consequences of his theology of the church for his own day? Bass offers
well-founded answers to these questions, helping readers make their own evaluations about dispensationalism.
He clearly demonstrates how Darby not only introduced new theological concepts, but new principles of
interpretation. This study is the result of an intensive and exhaustive search for accuracy of detail with a fair,
non-argumentative style. Those wishing to do further research will appreciate his classified bibliography
regarding dispensational literature. Since its inception in the early nineteenth century, the basic tenet of
dispensationalism a school of Protestant theology which holds that God deals with humankind in different
ways in different periods of time called dispensations has been that the church and Israel are two sharply
distinct peoples of God. The distinction is theological in nature; specifically, anthropological pertaining to
humanity , soteriological pertaining to salvation , and eschatological pertaining to last things. The rapture
marks the end of one dispensation when God focused his attention primarily on the church, and the start of
another when God will focus his attention primarily on Israel. Today, almost two centuries later, progressive
dispensationalists have rejected the view of a sharp theological distinction. From their study of Scripture they
observe a soft non-theological distinction. They describe the church and Israel as different redemptive
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dimensions of the same humanity that share in a holistic and unified eternal salvation. An already and not yet
eschatological framework is the cornerstone of their system. This thesis will argue that progressive
dispensationalism cannot integrate the pretribulation rapture doctrine into its reconstructed dispensational
system on any basis of theological distinctiveness between the church and Israel. The thesis closes with an
explanation as to why progressive dispensationalism is more compatible with amillennialism than with
premillennialism. The Scofield Reference Bible was responsible for popularizing dispensational theology,
eventually making dispensationalism the theology assumed by English-speaking Christians for much of the
twentieth century. Dispensationalism continues to provoke heated debate within the Christian world. Highly
acclaimed theologian, Dr. Ryrie, addresses this crucial issue from the perspective of classic dispensationalism.
He confronts the views of covenant theology, historical premillennialism, ultradispensationalism, and, in this
revised edition, the increasingly popular progressive dispensationalism. In his best-selling book,
Dispensationalism Today, written more than thirty years ago, Dr. Ryrie made this complex subject more
understandable for thousands worldwide. This revised and expanded version of that book will prove to be an
invaluable reference tool for your library. Find Your eBooks Hereâ€¦.
Chapter 8 : Clarence B. Bass (Author of Backgrounds To Dispensationalism)
The distinguishing features of dispensationalism --J.N. Darby: An estimate of the man --Historical backgrounds to
dispensationalism --Darby's doctrine of the church --Darby's doctrine of eschatology --Evaluation and implications for
contemporary church life.

Chapter 9 : A Study On Dispensationalism | Download eBook PDF/EPUB
In Dispensationalism Today, Ryrie sees the passage in Luke 16 as characteristic of the use of the word
Î¿á¼°ÎºÎ¿Î½Î¿Î¼Î¯Î±, G He observes four pertinent features: (1) There are two parties involved including one who
delegates duties and one whose responsibility is to fulfill those duties.
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